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Abstract: In the recent years, the homeowners’ collective activisms have aroused wide concern.
This paper provides narratives and analysis of a homeowner’s collective action caused by the
government’s intention of building a trash incinerator in G city. It argues that in the urban
right-defending actions, “No-organization” has become an important strategy. There are three
characteristics of this activism strategy: decentralization, self-orientation in the action, cyber
cascades. The effective practices of the action relies on two reasons: one is the “adaptation
mechanism” in which the homeowners share their knowledge about the risk of “organize”, the
consensus about the political deadline in the activism and the strategy proposed and promoted by
the positive actors; the other is the “motivate mechanism” including the low-cost action by the
Internet and the success from the “no organization” strategy. Although “no organization” activism
strategy can pose great pressure on the government, yet it may also reveal that the homeowners in
the activism have to face the dilemma because of the deficiency of legitimacy. The strategy shows
that the citizens get a chance for progress in the interaction with government; however, it would
bring negative impacts on the urban governance and the construction of civil society in China.

Key words: the homeowners’ Collective activisms, No-organization strategy, activism strategy,
anti-incinerator action
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