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Sex talks:

Info intercourse between real and
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The development of interpersonal communications
among Internet users online has led to the creation of
intimate communities and virtual worlds in
cyberspace. That sex is still generally considered as a
taboo in Hong Kong society makes it difficult to seek
sexual information in real life without being
stigmatized. The Internet, with its anonymous nature,
thus serves as an attractive alternative for those who
desire such information. But why do people enjoy
talking about sex in such an open sphere?
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Internet discussion boards are selected as the focus
of this research, as they provide virtual spheres that
foster interpersonal communications publicly among
many unacquainted users, and the interactions
among those users are explicitly visible. Through
documentary analyses of several discussion boards
focusing on sex issues and in-depth interviews with
their users, this research will explore the attitudes
and the reasons those users seek and share sexual
information through their interactions on the
discussion boards, and whether their virtual sexual
interactions may affect their sexual pursuit in real life,
or vice versa. Also, any difference in the aforesaid
interaction patterns in real and virtual life based on
the differences in their sexual self-identifications
under the prevailing hegemonic heterosexist cultures
will also be explored.
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Date: 9 April 2008 (Wednesday)
Time: 12:30 p.m. —2:00 p.m.

Chung Chi College, CUHK

Venue: UGO05 Chen Kou Bun Building

*All interested are welcome!
For enquiries, please call 2696-1026 or
email to genderstudies@cuhk.edu.hk
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