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The prosperity of Hong Kong is paralleled by the active and rapid
development of its tourism industry. In the last decade, Hong
Kong has been facing with a dual challenge: it needs to attract
international tourists to stay longer, to shop more and to do
more sightseeing, and it also has to provide local attractions for
domestic excursionists so that they can enjoy weekend breaks
and day-trips at home instead of travelling to Macau or Shenzhen.
Despite the dominant metropolitan image of Hong Kong, the
government has devised different strategies to encourage
cultural tourism, one of which is through the efficient utilization of
cultural resources of the local community. In cities such as Berlin
and Paris, tourists can enjoy the well-planned walking tours to
explore the various landmarks. With our Knowledge Transfer
Project based on the local Sheung Wan neighborhood, we
are exploring, from an anthropological angle, the possibility
of knowledge transfer from community people to visitors
for their better understanding of Hong Kong. In other words,
making use the holistic approach in ethnographic field research,
visitors will experience an in-depth understanding of a local
neighborhood in the context of modernization and globalization.
Through the establishment of the user friendly website with
comprehensive information in June 2012, we expect to educate
our visitor relevant history and production of a wide range of
commodities such as dried marine products, Chinese herbal
medicine, and salty fish. It is believed that the experiences gained
in those tours can enrich the visitors” knowledge of Hong Kong
and its socio-historical relations with Asia in general.
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Many neighborhoods in Hong Kong are full of histories and
cultural aspects that are worthwhile for citizens and tourists
to explore. The neighborhood that we choose, Sheung
Wan is the one that made Hong Kong a successful and
important trading hub over the last century, in which the
traditional trade characters are still visible today. Since the
mid 19" century, through the network of overseas Chinese
in Thailand, Nam Pak Hong was established to facilitate the
importation of various dried products into Hong Kong for the
purposes of trading throughout Chinese societies in Asia.
When Hong Kong was still a fishing village, the geographic
location had made Sheung Wan a very active center in
trading, and its traditional businesses practices has
somehow preserved and remained this way since.
Nowadays, Sheung Wan is still seen as the place
with clusters of streets full of dried marine products
importers, wholesalers, retailers, and modern
mini dried seafood supermarkets. This creates
an exotic and unique impression for anyone who
visits there for the first time. Again, these traders
handle dried food commodities from all over the
world, e.g. abalones from Japan, sea cucumbers
from Indonesia, salty fish from Bangladesh, herbal
medicines from mainland China, local harvested

preserved shrimp paste, aged tangerine peels,
fish maws, ginseng, birds’ nests, etc. They also
witness the evolution of the time machine and
have stories to share as part of the oral history
of the community. As these food items are a part
of the Chinese cuisine, we consider this a unique
experience for inbound tourists and excursionists looking for
culture and history of Hong Kong. Even the younger generation
of Chinese can gained from this type of experience to better
appreciate own culture.
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