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Anthropology
Course List

Code CourseTitle Unit
ANT 0120 Understanding Anthropology 3
ANT 0220 World Ethnography 3
ANT 0320 Fidd Project 3
ANT 1010 Humans and Culture 3
ANT 1310 Marriage, Family and Kinship 3
ANT 1410 Culture of Hong Kong 3
ANT 1710 Understanding Archaeology 3
ANT 2110 Anthropological Theory 3
ANT 2210 Anthropologicd Field Methods 3
ANT 2230 Anthropology of Film 3
ANT 2310 Gender and Culture 3
ANT 2320 Cultureand Behaviour 3
ANT 2330 Genderin Asia 3
ANT 2340 Magic, Myth and Supernatural 3
ANT 2350 Meaningsof Life 3
ANT 2401, 2402, 2403 Topicsin Ethnography 3 each
ANT 2410 Chinese Culture and Society 3
ANT 2440 Ethnic Groups and Cultures in China 3
ANT 2450 Peoples and Cultures of Southesst Asia 3
ANT 2460 Cultures of Japan and Korea 3
ANT 2510 Cultureand Busness 3
ANT 2710 Archaeology of China 3
ANT 2720 Archaeology of Hong Kong 3
ANT 2730 Preserving Cultural Heritage 3
ANT 2810 Humean Evolution 3
ANT 3010 Senior Thesis Research | 3
ANT 3020 Senior Thesis Research Il 3
ANT 3220 Visual Anthropol ogy 3
ANT 3310 Reigion and Culture 3
ANT 3321, 3322, 3323 Topicsin Anthropology 3 each
ANT 3340 Diagora: Migration, Identity and Ethnicity 3
ANT 3350 Food, Health end Culture 3
ANT 3370 Tourismand Culture 3
ANT 3380 Economy, Culture and Power 3
ANT 3420 Peoples and Cultures of Asia and the Pacific 3
ANT 3430 Cultures of Chinese Overseas 3
ANT 3530 Anthropology and Contemporary Issues 3
ANT 3540 Anthropology of Development 3
ANT 3550 Urban Anthropology 3
ANT 3560 Globdizationand Culturd |dentity 3
ANT 3630 Language, Symbols and Society 3
ANT 3720 Museumsand Anthropology 3
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Course Description

(Unless otherwi se specified, all are 3-unit term courses of two hoursof lectureand one hour
of tutorial per week.)

ANT 0120

Understanding Anthropology

STQOT; 1t term

Through sma|-group tutorials and discussions gudents are guided to understand better how
anthropol ogigswork and how anthropol ogi cal knowledge can berd evant to people’ slives.
At thesame time, the teacher getsto know the students better, thus can provide them with
better counselling. (For Anthropology Majors only.)

ANT 0220

World Ethnography

STOT; 2nd term

ThisisaSTOT coursefor second-year M gjor students. The course guidesstudentsin critically
reading both classic and recent ethnographies of peoplesinthe world, < that they acquire
the knowledge of the vag diversity of existent cultures, and of how politics, economics,
religion and social organi zation interact with theenvironment in different ecol ogical settings.
Prerequisite: ANT 0120. (For Anthropology Majorsonly.)

ANT 0320

Fied Project

STQOT; Both terms

In thisSTOT course, students will be guided to completea research project. In the process,
they will becomefamiliar with the basic procedures andtechni ques of anthropol ogical research.
Prerequisite: ANT 0220. (For Anthropology Majorsonly.)

ANT 1010

Humans and Culture

1st term

This course discusses the nature and development of humans and culture. Examples from
different cultures inthe past and the present will be used to illustrate the similaritiesand
variations among human groups. (Not for students who have taken GEE 268U.)

ANT 1310

Marriage, Family and Kinship

Using examplesfrom different parts of theworld, this course introducesthebas ¢ concepts
and major theoriesin kinship sudy. Issuesto beexplored include the incest taboo, pattems
of marriage, the ingtitution of the family, social changes and domestic life, descent groups,
genealogy and thefunctions of kinship organization in different socieies. Contemporary
chdlengesto kinshipwill also be discussed, such asthe culturd i mpli cati on of new technologies
of human reproduction, increasng divorce ratesand family planning.

ANT 1410

Culture of Hong Kong

2nd term

Thiscourse introducesstudentsto aholistic andysdsof culturein Hong Kong. It looks & the
Chinese and the non-Chinese, the modern and the traditional, therural and the urban, the
cogmopolitan and the parochial, the popular and the elite and how dl these components
interact to construct and reconstruct cultural identities in Hong Kong. (Not for students
who have taken GEE 2835.)
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ANT 1710

Understanding Archaeology

1st term

This course @amsto provide studentswith somebasic understanding of archaeology. It will
introduce the basi ¢ theory, method and practice of archaeol ogy. It will focus onthe nature
and deve opment of archaeol ogy, data acquisition (archaeol ogi cal surveys and excavations),
data processing and analysis, synthesis and interpretation (reconstruction of the past
environmental ecology, economic, social and cultural life) and important archaeol ogical
discoveries and studiesaround theworld. The significance of archaeol ogy to contemporary
sod eties will dso be discussed. (Not for students who have taken GEE 263U.)

ANT 2110

Anthropological Theory

1st term

The course provides an in-depth analysis of mgjor schools in anthropology: cultural
evolutionism, functionalism, historicd particularism, gructuralism, cultural interpretation,
post-modemism, globalization theotry, etc. Key figures in anthropol ogy, both dassic and
contemporary, such as Tylor, Morgan, Boas, Mdinowski, Radcliffe Brown, Lévi-Strauss,
Geertz and Bourdieu, will be discussed.

ANT 2210

Anthropologicd Field Methods

2nd term

Thiscourseprovides an introduction to bas c anthropological research techniques induding:
controlled observation, formal and informd interviewing, kinship recording, mapping,
patidpant observation and lifehigory. Sudentswill be taught to design and conduct research
projects.

ANT 2230

Anthropology of Film

2nd term

Thiscoursewill introduce anthropological goproachesto thestudy of the visud and pictorial
world. Clasdc and recent ethnographic filmswill be shown, and students are guided to an
anthropological understanding through pictorial media. Entertainment motion pictures and
documentary films will dso be anal ysed as an anthropological issue especially in relationto
such notionsas “ culture”, “ otherness” and “ reality” .

ANT 2310

Gender and Culture

1st term

Thiscourse looksat therelationship between gender and culture, by comparing women and
men in societies with different modes of production and social organization. Through
analysing =x roles, enculturation process, kinship, divison of labour by sex, power and
control and social development, sudentswill understand how cultureinfluences the concept
of gender and its relaed behaviour among human groups. (Not for sudentswho havetaken
GEE 265U.)

ANT 2320

Cultureand Behaviour

This course introduces basic concepts, theories, methods and new developmentsin the
anthropologicd gudy of culture and behaviour. Issuesto be examined include sod alization,
cognition, emotion, sdf, personality, gender, and the relaionship between individual and
collectivebehaviour. Thiscoursewill d <0 discussthe recent deved opment of ethnopsychol ogy
in the subdi <ipline of psychological anthropology.
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ANT 2330

Genderin Asia

2nd term

Thiscourse focuseson genderinthe Asian region. A comparativeapproach will be taken to
reflect diversity and resemblance, continuity and discontinuity, and historical and
contemporary influenceson gender within countries inthe Asian region. Societies studied
may vary fromyear to year, and may indude Hong Kong, mainland China, India, Jgpan,
Korea, thePhilippines Tawan, and Chinese across societies Gender issuesand conditions
will be examined within different contexts, covering such areas aslanguage, class, work,
family and kinship, health, sexuality, education, religion, development and politics. (Not
for studentswho have taken GEE 297U.)

ANT 2340

Magic, Myth and the Supematural

2nd term

Thiscourse will examine phenomena often viewed asirrationd and superstitiousto see how
they can be understood in culturd terms. All societies have some beliefs in another world,
yet beliefsvary widdy between societies The coursewill examine traditional anthropol ogical
topics uch as magic, traditional healing, divination, fengshui, witchcraft, and ghods, aswell
as more recent issues such as ESP, psychokinesis, gigong, vampires, zombies, mongers,
UFOs and dien abduction. The roleof mythin modern society and the cultural creaion of
reality will behighlighted. The power of aculturd approach in explaining the supernatural
and the limitsof what sciencecan explain will a9 be discussed. (Not for studentswho have
taken GEE 296U.)

ANT 2350

Meaningsof Life

1st term

In societies across the world, people have different culturally-shaped senses of what their
lives mean: people may live for money, love, honor or fame; for family, company, country
orreligion. Thiscourse examines the procesesthrough whi ch meanings of life are formulated
and maintained in day-to-day life in societies past and present; it d so explores|life meaning
asaway of comprehending the evolution of human ocieties. The course usesthe concept
of “meaningsof life” as awindowinto the anthropologi cal underganding of cultural difference
and cultural evolution. (Not for students who havetaken GEE 298U.)

ANT 2401, 2402, 2403

Topics in Ethnography

1st term

This course examines slected topics, both arearelated and problem-oriented, within the
field of ethnography. Semegter offerings will vary with the ingructor and may include such
topics as regional studies, classic and contemporary ethnographi c writings, and issues of the
anthropol ogist and fieldwork.

Studentsare allowed to take the above topical courses for more than once and gain the
unitseach time they passthe course. However, students cannot take courses with the same
course code more than once ina single tem

ANT 2410

Chinese Culture and Society

1st term

This course provides an anthropol ogical approach to China. Discussions concentrate on
major cultural and socid institutions of China, both traditional and contemporary, such as
family, marriage, kinship, lineageand clan, economic sysem, religion and vdueorientaion.
(Not for students who have taken GEE 2180.)
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ANT 2440

Ethnic Groups and Cultures in China

Thiscourseprovides gudentswith the basic knowl edge on ethnic groupsin China, including
the Han and the ethnic minorities. Both classic and modem ethnographieswill be used in the
discussion of such topicsashistoricd background, geographicd ditribution, linguisti c &finity,
subsistence pattern, religious system, socio-political organization, ethnic relaions and
identification.

ANT 2450

Peoples and Cultures of Southeast Asia

The primary amof thiscourse istointroduce peoples and culturesof Southeast Asathrough
anthropologicd studies. The course will highlight cultural similarities and differences, and
explore theissues of ethnicity, development and national identity.

ANT 2460

Cultures of Japan and Korea

2nd term

This course provides an anthropological approach tothe study of Japan and Korea, with a
particular focus on social change and their influences on other East Asan countries. This
course will concentrate on cultural traditions, lineage, religions, social structure and
contemporary international rel ati onships of thetwo countries. Teaching materialswill indude
ethnographies, popular writings news features, movies, etc., in order to provide students
with a comprehensive approach for underganding the cultures of Jgpan and Korea.

ANT 2510

Cultureand Busness

1st term

Thiscourse will examinethe role of culturein contemporary business. It will introduce
anthropologicd approaches tothe gudy of work and managementin industrial societies.
Topicsinclude cross-cultural communication in business settings, business organization
(e.g., the Japanese factory, the Chinese family firm), cultural values and themotivation to
work, retail marketing and consumer culture, and occupational and company sub-culture.
(Not for students who have taken GEE 266U.)

ANT 2710

Archaeology of China

Chinese dvilization spans along higory and has avest legecy of material cultureand artifects.
Theimage of and ent Chinabased on thewri tten word hasbeen challenged by newly discovered
archaeological information. A new view of ancient Chinese history as seen through the
examining eye of modem scienceisinthe making. This coursewill systematically examine
theformation of the Pd eolithi c and Neolithic culturesin China, and dgnificant archaeologi cal
discoveries on Shang, Zhou, Warring Sates, Chin, Han, Sui, Tang, Song, Yuan and other
periods It also re-evaluates contributionsof the and ent Chinese civili zation to human higory
from the macroscopic perspective of the andent cultures of East Asia.

ANT 2720

Archaeology of Hong Kong

2nd term

Based on the abundant archaeologicd datain Hong Kong, this course expounds theancient
history of Hong Kong from the Neolithic Age (6,000 years ago) to the Song Dynasty.
Lectureswill explanthe archaeologicd finds fromvariouslocalitiesin Hong Kong suchas
Lantau Island and the New Territories. Studentswill visit somelocd archaeologicd sites.
The course al so attemptsto reconstruct the andent culture of Hong Kong in the context
of pre-history in South Chinaand Southeast Asa.
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ANT 2730

Preserving Cultural Heritage

Thiscourse aims to give students the basic knowledge and training on cultural heritage
preservation, including archaelogical excavation, report and andysis, and the preservation
of and ent architecturesand monuments. The course ind udes thefol lowi ng topics 1) concepts
and international conventions/policies of cultural heritage preservation; 2) archaeol ogical
excavation: methods procedures and standards; 3) archad ogical recording and andysing;
and 4) preservation of ancient architectures and monuments. sandards and procedures.

ANT 2810

Human Evolution

2nd term

This course focuses on human evolution and variation. Some key issues in physical
anthropology will also be discussed. The courseincludes: 1) the origin and evolution of
human beings from Australopithecus to Homo sapiens sapiens; 2) anthropometry: the
measurement of human evolution and variation; 3) human genes inheritance, and cultural
and environmentd adaptations; 4) human variation and diseases; 5) sociobiology and the
concept of race; and 6) applied phydcal anthropology: What can the bonestell us?

ANT 3010

Senior Thesis Research |

1st term

(For Anthropology Majorsonly.)

ANT 3020

Senior Thesis Research 11

2nd term

Prerequisite: ANT 3010. (For Anthropology Majorsonly.)

ANT 3220

Visual Anthropology

This course isan introduction to ehnographic film and the analyssand interpretation of
film as atool in understanding cultureas a system of communication. Studentswill learnto
useaudio-viaud equipment in thefid d, and will each berequired to make a short ethnographic
film on a topic concerning culturein Hong Kong.

ANT 3310

Rdigion and Culture

Thiscourse introduces anthropologicd approachesto the study of religion and exploresthe
interrd ationship between religion and other dimendonsof culturd behaviour. Topicsindude
myths, rituals and ceremonies, magic and witchcraft, shamanism, ghosts and ancestors,
seculari zation and religious revitdization.

ANT 3321, 3322, 3323

Topicsin Anthropology

The content of this course variesfrom semester to semester, but concentrates either on
selected problems relaed to the encounter with other societies through anthropological
fiddwork, or on special issuesin anthropological theory.

Studentsare allowed to take the above topical courses for more than once and gain the
unitseach time they passthe course. However, students cannot take courses with the same
course code more than once ina single teem
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ANT 3340

Diagpora: Migration, Identity and Ethnicity

This course examinesthe cultural phenomena of migration of populations immigration
across national boundaries, and diglacement of peoplesand communities This courseuses
the diaspora cultures such as the ethnic Chinese, the Jewish communities and the ethnic
Indians, to illustrate the history, structure, theory and politics of ethnic identity, ethnic
relations, and cultural and nationd identity.

ANT 3350

Food, Health end Culture

This course will focus onthe social implicaions and cultural meanings of food and heal th.
Topicsto be coveredinclude: cultural uses of food, table manners, food exchangeand the
congruction of social groups, food and cuigne as ehnic identity, food taboos and food
symbolism, the cannibalism debate and the human body assacrificial food, changesin eating
patems, the globd impact of fast food chains, culturd definition of food vaues and health
and medicinal beliefsrdated tofood and eating.

ANT 3370

Tourismand Culture

1st term

This course will examine, in the context of tourism, such issues as globalization and
transnationalism, travel and borderzones, the invention and representation of culture, the
marketing of tradition, the commaoditizing of culture, museums and heritage, authenticity
and identity formation, and the quest of the industrialized nations for the folk, the exatic
and the past.

ANT 3380

Economy, Culture and Power

This course presents the political economy approach to the study of culture. It introduces
the major topi csof the subfie ds of economic and politica anthropology, aswell asthegods
and dilemmasof applied anthropology. The course will examine the cultural evolution of
societies, how cul ture shagpes - and is shagped by - the producti on, distributi on and consumption
of goods the flow and accumul ation of power, and the nature of conflict and governance.
The course will show how aholigic culturd approach can improveour understanding of
power and theeconomy, and how only by considering power and maerial lifecan wefully
understand culture. (Not for students who have taken ANT 2300 or 3360.)

ANT 3420

Peoples and Cultures of Asiaand the Pacific

Thiscourse provides the basic ethnogragphi c knowledge of contemporary peopl esand cultures
insdected regions of Asiaand the Padfic. The courseintroduces class ¢ ethnographi c reports
aswd| asoffers anthropological interpretationsof cultural tradition and changein theregion
as aresult of socio-political movements and economic transformation.

ANT 3430

Cultures of Chinese Overseas

Thiscoursewill introduce studentsto the study of Chinese communiti esoutside China. Ethnic
Chinese communities worl dwide may be considered ascomprisng an ethnologicd fidd. Due
to the sharing of agpects of Chinese civilization, Chinese everywhere share some cultural
similarities. However, the need to adapt to different ecological, palitical and socio-cultural
environmentscalls for adaptation and transformati on. Thusthe diverse Chinese communities
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worldwide are ided for comparative studies, epecially on anumber of anthropological/
sodological themessuch as cultural continuity and trandormetion, culturd identitiesand
ethnic identities, ethnic relaions, socia organization, and so on.

ANT 3530

Anthropology and Contemporary Issues

2nd term

Thiscourse will providean in-depth discusion on the man topical issues dealt with by
contemporary anthropol ogists. These may beeither theoretical and methodological isues
or socio-political onessuch asethnic relations, health, war and the environment.

ANT 3540

Anthropology of Development

This coursewill examine the theories of economic development, including moderni zation
theories, dependency, world-system and basic needs. Topicsindude thegreen revolution,
peasant resigance, incorporation of “ tribals’ , cultural extinction, women and devel opment,
collectives, ecological degradation and grassroots alternaives.

ANT 3550

Urban Anthropology

Thiscoursewill introduce anthropologi cal approachesto urban studi es. Topicsto be explored
includetheories of the origin and devel opment of dties, utbanity in different cultures, urban
lifeand socid organi zation, and problemsof urbanizati on such asadjugment of rural migrants
to city life.

ANT 3560

Globalization and Cultural Identity

Globalization, it issad, is sweeping over the world today. What does this mean for cultural
differencein thewor d,and for human beings' sensesof cultural identity ? Thiscourse examines
1) globdization asasocid, cultural and economic process, pas and present; 2) themeanings
of culture and ethnicity, past and present; and 3) the processes by which human beings
maintain, reject and invent culturd identity in an increasngly globalized world. This course
will dso explore the changing character of cultural anthropology asa discipline, in aword
in which the meaning of “ culture’ isbeing tranformed.

ANT 3630

Language, Symbols and Society

2nd term

This course examines the nature and structure of language, and analyses language within
human social worlds. It explores sodiolinguistics-how linguistic behaviour is shaped by
sociocultural factors-and dso metaphor, and the problems of cultural interpretation and
trandation. It al0 examinesarange of symbolsin ociety, the language not just of words but
of dothing, materid goods popular culture and politicd di scourse, to understand how cultural
symbolsare socidly constructed, performed and contesed. Language and symbols and ther
social usesformacentral topi ¢ of anthropol ogical inquiry; thiscoursewill exploreand explicate
this topic. (Not for students who have taken ANT 2620.)

ANT 3720

Museumsand Anthropology

1st term

This course discusses the roleof themuseum in contemporary society. M useums have long
been regarded as the treasure house of thecultural legacy of a country and people. Today
museums are relevant to many fields such as education, science, culture, tourism and
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environmental protection, thus museums play important roles in contemporary societies.
Topics include the definition of the museum, and analyses of the museum’ s history and
functions, with gpecial emphadson introducing how a museum isrun, and the technical
issues of how the artifactsand informati on are restored, preserved and dilayed. Excursions
will bemadeto selected museumsin Hong Kong, M acau and Guangdong for observation and
discusdon purposes.

Study Scheme
1 Major Programme

Students are required to complete a minimum of 60 units of coursesas follows:

(i) Required Courses: 24 units
ANT 0120, 0220, 0320, 1010, 2110, 2210, 3380,
3630

(i) 12 Elective Courses (at least 3 courseschosen from the 36 units

lig of Ethnography and Area Studies) from:

ANT 1310, 1710, 2230, 2310, 2320, 2340, 2350,
2401, 2402, 2403, 2510, 2730, 2810, 3010, 3020,
3220, 3310, 3321, 3322, 3323, 3340, 3350, 3370,
3530, 3540, 3550, 3560, 3720

Ethnography and Area Studies:

ANT 1410, 2330, 2410, 2440, 2450, 2460, 2710,
2720, 3420, 3430

Infulfilling this elective course requirement, a sudent
may select upto 3relaed courses (9 units) offered by
other Departments or Programmes (undergraduate or
postgraduae) which are approved by this Department.

Total: 60 units

Requirements for students given permission to taketwo minor programmes

Students are required to take a minimum of 54 unitsinduding required coursesligedin ()
above and 30 unitsfromthe elective courseslisted in (ii) which may includeup to 3 courses
(9 units) offered by other Departments or Programmes (undergraduate or postgraduate)
which are approved by this Department. (Please seeitem 4 below.)

2. Voluntaryconcentration

Applicableto all Major students:

Students areencouraged to choose the following concentrations by taking the relevant
courses. Thisis not compulsory.

The concentraions are as follows:

Ar chaeology

ANT 1710, 2710, 2720, 2730, 2810, 3720
Tourism and Cultural Representation
ANT 2230, 2730, 3220, 3370, 3560, 3720
Transnational Societies and Cultures
ANT 2510, 3340, 3350, 3370, 3560
Human Relations

ANT 2310, 2320, 2330, 2350, 2510
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Anthr opology of Chinese Societies
ANT 1410, 2410, 2440, 2710, 2720, 3430
Values and Worldviews

ANT 2310, 2340, 2350, 3310, 3560

3. Minor Programme

Students arerequired to complete ANT 1010 and any other 4 Anthropology coursestotaling
a minimum of 15 units (Please seeitem 4 below.)

4, Units which counted towards the fulfilment of the Anthropology Mgor or Minor
Programme requirements shall not count towards the fulfilment of the Minor
Programme in Gender Studies, and vice versa.



