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Social Work

Departmental Mission

The missions of the Department of Social Work areto provide quality professional and
academic trainingin socid work, to develop knowl edge rd ated to sodal wel fare and social
work, and tomake contri buti on to the socid deve opment in Hong Kong. For the undergraduae
programme, the Department prepares udentsto be professionally competent socid workers
who arecommitted to thewelfareof their clientsand to socid justice. For the postgraduate
programmes, the Division provides advanced training for the development of professional
and academic leadersin theod d welfarefid d. Sudentsin different programmesare encouraged
todevelop independent and critical thinking, i dentify with thehumanistic vdues and ethics
of the :ocial work profession, ma ntain aspecial concern for the vul nerebl e groupsin soci ety
and keep abreast of current social issues The Department strivesto bealeading centreon
sodal work educaion and research in Chinesecommunities.

Course List
Code CourseTitle Unit
SWK 0310 Student Orientated Teaching | 2
SWK 0320 Student Orientated Teaching I 2
SWK 1110 Socdial Work and Social Wefarein aNew Millennium 3
SWK 1111 Introduction to Social Work and Social Wdfare 2
SWK 1120 Philosophy and Principlesof Social Work 3
SWK 1140 Sodial Welfare and Social Problemsin Hong Kong 2
SWK 1150 Choicesin Life: Anlnvitationto Self Deve opment 3
SWK 1160 Movies, Life and Social Work 3
SWK 1910 English Writing for Social Workers 3
SWK 2110 Human Behaviour and the Social Environment | 3
SWK 2120 Human Behaviour and the Social Environment Il 2
SWK 2130 Social Aspectsof Health and Iliness 2
SWK 2140 Mental Disorders 2
SWK 2150 Individual Mental Health and Hedthy Families 2
SWK 2160 Economic Insecurity and Sodial Security 2
SWK 2170 Chinain aNew Millennium: Social Deve opment 2
and Social Welfare
SWK 2180 Hong Kong in Crisis: Queg for Practical Solutions 2
SWK 2210 Social Casework 3
SWK 2220 Social Group Work 3
SWK 2230 Community Work 3
SWK 2240 Clinical Social Work Theories and Practice 2
SWK 2250 Macro Social Work Theories and Practice 2
SWK 2430 Socid Work Field Laboratory 3
SWK 3310 Social Welfare Administration 3
SWK 3320 Socid Work Research 3
SWK 3340 Social Palicy and Planning 3
SWK 3350 Lawand Social Work 3
SWK 3410 Field Instruction | 4
SWK 3420 Field Instruction Il 4
SWK 4410 Field Instruction Il 4
SWK 4420 Field Instruction IV 4
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SWK 4510 Seminar | Family Services 3
SWK 4520 Seminar Il Youth Services 3
SWK 4530 Seminar |11 Elderly Setvices 3
SWK 4540 Seminar IV Rehébilitation Services 3
SWK 4550 Seminar V Current Issuesin Social Policy and Welfare 3
Administration
SWK 4590 Seminar IX Resdential Social Work 3
SWK 4591 Seminar X Social Welfare in China 3
SWK 4592 Seminar XI Special Seminar 3

Course Description

SWK 0310

Student Orientated Teaching |

2 U; 2 STOT,; 1st term

Thisisagmall-group, semi-gructured teachingwhichis related to the students’ coursework
learning, but not formelly tied to any particular course Sudentsare encouraged totakeinitiative
intharown learning through active participation inlibrary research, criticd examination of
relevant materials, intellectud exchangeof ideasand sharing of personal experiences. The
main purpoe isto facilitate studentsto examine themeaning of hdp and to exploreisues
rdated to their pursuit of acareer in social work.

SWK 0320

Student Orientated Teaching I

2U; 2 STOT; 2nd term

Thisisasmall-group, semi-gructured teaching which isre ated to thestudents' coursework
leaming, but not formally tied to any parti cular course It @ msto enhance students professional
growth by encouragi ng studentsto takei nitiaiveto haveintd lectud exchangesand experientid
reviewson sd ected aspectsof social work. Thefocus ison helping studentsachieve integration
of what they havelearned and preparing them for their future career in social work.

SWK 1110

Socdia Work and Social Wefarein aNew Millennium

3U; 2Lect. 1 Tut.; 1stterm

This courseaims at introducing the concept and meaning of social work and social welfare
amidst the rapid social, economic and politicd changesin thenew millennium. Emphases
will be on hdping studentsunderstand thefactorsgiving rise to unmet needs (induding the
effect of globdization), examinedifferent welfare approaches and discusssocial work asa
hdping professoninsocid welfare. Special attentionwill be given to addressng theplights
of vulnerable populations and promoting sodal justice. The purpose, scope, content and
devel opment of social welfareservicesin Hong Kong will be presented and analysed.

SWK 1111

Introduction to Social Work and Social Wefare

2 U; 2 Lect.

Thisisanintroductory courseon the concept and meaning of social work and social welfare.
Emphasisisplaced on underganding the rol e of social work and social we farein promoting
social jugice and inmeeti ng the needs of the di sadvantaged groupsin society. Therelati onships
between socid work, sodd we fareand othersocial i nstitutionswil | be examined. The purpose,
functionsand scope of social work and social welfarewill al 0 bediscussed. (Not for Sodal
Work Majors or studentswho have taken SWK 1110.)
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SWK 1120

Philosophy and Principlesof Social Work

3U; 2 Lect. 1 Tut.; 2nd term

This courseaimsto enable students to devel op a basi c understanding of social work. It will
examinethenature and scope of social work practiceandlook into the philosophicd base,
vauesystem and practi ce principles of the socia work profession. Discussion will focuson
emerging trends of sodal work, such as the devel opment of socid workers' registration, as
well asthe application of socid work valuesin practice.

SWK 1140

Sodial Welfare and Social Problemsin Hong Kong

2 U; 2 Lect.

Thiscourseaimsto hd p studentsundergand and analyse sodial wel fare programmesin Hong
Kong. The goals, scope, content and devd opment of social welfare programmes, especially
thoserd aed to proverty, family problems, juvenile ddinquency and socdd deprivationswill be
discussed. The efficiency and effectiveness of these progranmesin tackling sodal problems
and meeting social needs will beexamined. Vidtsto social welfare agend es in Hong Kong will
a2 be organized. (Social Work Majors to take Group A, non-Social Work M gjors to take
Group B.) (Not for studentswho have taken GEE 2875 or GES 1140.)

SWK 1150

Choicesin Life: Anlnvitationto Self Deve opment

3U; 3Lect/Sem.

Thiscourse adoptsahumanisti c goproach to persond |eaming and growth. It aimsat feciliteting
studentsto achievemore sl f-understanding and self-acceptance, expand optionsin life and
develop greater sd f-confidence. Through classoom indruction and small-group experiential
leaming, studentswill be helped review the r persond growth and development, examinei ssues
and choicesin dgnificant aspects of life, and reflect on their lifestylesand attitudes Mgor
topicscovered include pergoectives on human natureand devel opment, family background
and influence, interpersonal relati onshi ps | ove and s f-love, X rol es physicd and psychologica
welIness work and | e sure, and lonelinessand solitude. (Not for Sodd Work M g orsor students
who have taken GEE 259S, 260S, GES 1170 or PSY 1030.)

SWK 1160

Movies, Lifeand Social Work

3U

Thiscourseisded gned to help broaden the perspectives of gudents by equipping themwith
asodal work perspectivein viewing human lives at individual, family and society levels and
enhance thei runderstanding of some g gnifi cant themesrd aing to humanlivesandinterpersond
issues. A humani gticoutlook of lifewill be emphas zed. Through seeing moviesand exchanging
different viewpointsind assdi scussion, studentswil | be encouragedto heighten their avareness
of and concem on the well-being of people and society. Isaues about freedom, social justice,
sexual discrimination and mental health will be looked into. (Social Work M ajors can take
this course as an elective course, but cannot take this courseto fulfil General Education
requirements. Not for studentswho have taken GEE 265S.)

SWK 1910

English Writing for Social Workers

3 U; 2Web-based Teaching 1 Tut.

Thisis aweb-based course a ming to enable sudentsto acquirethebas cknowledgeand skills
towrite English in asocial work setting. The courseexaminesthe principles of social work
writing, thegoal sand functions of socid work records, and the knowledge and ills needed
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to produce clear, concise and grammatical social work documentsin English. It al provides
exercises in writing case records, group proposals and recordings, as well as busi ness
communication in asoda work setting. The course assessment will be based on in-lab
examination, onlinequizzes, online writing portfolio, and partici pationin tutorial and online
discussions.

SWK 2110

Humean Behaviour and the Social Environment |

3U; 2Lect. 1 Tut.; 1stterm

This course aimsto enable studentsto understand the basic concepts, theories and problems
in human growth and behaviour asrel ated to sodal work practice. Emphasisisgiventothe
study of human growth and behaviour throughout the stages from pregnancy to early
adol escencewithin different socio-cultural contexts, including family, group, organization
and community settings. Attention will be paid to physcd, psychol ogicd and sod o-cultural
aspectsof growth andthe reciprocal interactionsbetween individual s families groupsand
the environment.

SWK 2120

Human Behaviour and the Social Environment |1

2U; 2 Lect,; 2nd term

This course aimsto enable studentsto understand the basi ¢ concepts, theories and problems
in human growth and behaviour asrel ated to sodal work practice. Emphasisisgiventothe
study of human growth and behaviour throughout the stages from | ate adol escence to late
adulthood within different soci o-cultural contexts, ind uding family, group, organi zation and
community settings. Attention will be pad to physical, psychological and socio-cultural
aspectsof growth and the reciprocal interactionsbetween individual s families groupsand
the environment.

SWK 2130

Social Aspectsof Healthand Iliness

2 U; 2 Lect.

This course provides students with some basic knowledge of the major illnesses in Hong
Kong. Emphas swill be placed on the diagnosti c understanding of illnessand disability and
their implications for thesocial functioning of people as patientsand their families inthe
environmental and cultural contexts of Hong Kong.

SWK 2140

Mental Disorders

2U; 2 Lect,; 1stterm

Thiscourseaimsto enabl e students to understand the vari ousforms cl assficati on, assessment,
causesand management of mentd disordersincluding mental illness and mentd deficiency.
Enphasiswill also beput on the psychosocial impactsof mental disorderson individuals and
families; and therol esof socid worker in psychiaric rehabilitation and mental health sarvices.

SWK 2150

Individual Mental Health and Heathy Families

2 U; 2 Lect.

Thiscourseaimsat he ping studentsacquire an underganding of know edge and resourcesin
enhancing individud mental health and family health. Different theoretical perspectives
and significant ingredientsof i ndividual mental health and healthy families, stressand coping
of individuds and families, and means of enhancing individual mental health and family
health will be discussed. The impact of economic, sodal and cultural changeson individual
and family functioning will dso be examined. (Not for Socid Work Majors or studentswho
have taken GEE 261S.)
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SWK 2160

Economic Insecurity and Sodial Security

2 U; 2 Lect.

This course aims at helping students understand and analyse economic insecurity in
contemporary ocieti esand social security asa 0d etd measureto combat economicingecurity.
Specifically, the coursewill examinethe major conditionsleading to economic i nsecurity of
individud persons such asunemployment, sickness, old age, employment injury and death,
and the impact of economic insecurity on people’ squality of life. The course will also
discussthe philosophy, development, characteristics and functions of different types of
socid security measures. Thedtuationsin Hong Kongwill befocussed upon, but experiences
from other countries will be invegigated. The coursewill al analyse mgor social security
provisonsin Hong Kong, including the mandaory provident fund scheme, comprehensive
social security asd stance scheme, and developments in medi cal i nsurance and unempl oyment
protection. (Not for Social Work Majors or studentswho have taken GEE 263S.)

SWK 2170

Chinaina New Millennium: Social Devel opment and Social Welfare

2 U; 2 Lect.

This course ams to enablestudentsto understand the relationship between China’ ssodal
development and socid welfare inanew millennium. Emphasisis placed on thestudy of the
current state of sodal devd opment and the socid welfare systems, including sod o-economic
development, social needs, social problems, social welfareideology, social policy, social
wefareinstitutional structures types of wel fare servicesand modesof servicedelivery. (Not
for Social Work M ajors or studentswho have taken GEE 264S.)

SWK 2180

Hong Kong in Crisis: Queg for Practical Solutions

2 U; 2 Lect.

Thiscourseaimsto help gudentsdevelop sodd nsitivity towardspotential crises, underdand
the complicated nature of sodial problems explore the rol esof different socid agencies and
think of practicd solutionstothese problemsin Hong Kong. Special problem areaswill be
selected for examination and discussion, for example, the aging society, rationd demands
for social and economic rights soci d service expenditure, labour and unempl oy ment problems,
|egitimacy of govemment and its policy process, etc. (Not for Socid Work Mg orsor students
who have taken GEE 2905.)

SWK 2210

Social Casework

3U; 2Lect. 1 Tut,; 1stterm

Thiscourse aimsto hep students acquire an underganding of thenature, principlesand
application of social casework. The values, knowledge and skillsessential to casework
intervention with individud sand familieswill beintroduced with apsychosocial theoretical
framework. Emphasiswill beon the interplay between stressful life events, the social
environment, aswell asclients’ interpersonal rel aionships and individual functioning.

SWK 2220

Social Group Work

3U; 2Lect. 1 Tut,; 1stterm

The courseaimsat providing studentswith a basi c understanding of theknowledgeand ills
of social group work.Major modelsand techniquesof i nterventionwill beintroduced. Attention
will be given to different roles of the group worker and his/her purposeful use of group
process and programmes.
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SWK 2230

Community Work

3U; 2Lect. 1 Tut.; 1stterm

Thiscourse amsto provide students with the basic knowledge of the objectives, general
concepts theoreti cal assumptions, va uesand skill sof community work. M odesof intervention
indifferent settings and current issuesof community work will also beexamined.

SWK 2240

Clinical Social Work Theories and Practice

2 U; 2 Lect.

Thiscourse amsto help sudentsacquireknowledge and skillsin clinical soia work practi ce.
Specifically, it attemptsto familiarize studentswith current major approaches in working
withindividuals families and groups and help gudents devel op an integrative perspectivein
direct practice.

SWK 2250

Macro Social Work Theories and Practice

2 U; 2 Lect.

Mecro social work isablend of social awareness, welfare practi ce refl ection and organizing
skills. The course aimsto equip studentswith the basic knowledge and <illsin performing
theabove functions through examining relevant theories and approachesof, for example,
thechanging human service organizations, service integration, community organizng and
networking, etc.

SWK 2430

Socid Work Field Laboratory

3U; 3Lab.

This course, a prerequisteto SVK 3410, aimsto prepare sudentsto make constructiveuse
of fidd practicum. It adoptsa laboratory training format to provide sudentswith opportunities
to experience and become familiar with eventsencountered in thefield. The primary emphases
of the course are helping studentsunderstand the meaning and nature of field instruction;
and acquireessentid communication and intervention skills Sudentswill also befadlitated
to deved op more senstivity and acceptancetowards human natureand to reflect upon their
attitudesin the hel ping process.

SWK 3310

Social Welfare Administration

3U; 3 Lect.

Thiscourse aimsto provide studentswith the basic knowledge of social welfare agency
adminigtration. Basic management theories, princi ples and methodsin administration, service
planning, admini strative sructure and operation, personnd and finand al management, and
eval uation of sod al wd fare agencieswill bediscussed.

SWK 3320

Socid Work Research

3U; 2Lect. 1 Tut.

Thiscourse isdesigned to providestudents with an understanding of the nature, concepts
and prindples of social work research. Theresearch process, including problemfomulation,
research ded gn, data collection and andys s, and presentation of findings will beexamined.
Studentsare expected to be able to conduct social work research and make use of research
findings.
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SWK 3340

Social Policy and Planning

3U; 2Lect. 1 Tut.

Thiscourse aimsto achieve an appreciation of the contribution of social planning and
policy formulaion to the solution, control or amelioration of social problemson the macro-
level; a knowledge of the key elements of decision-making; an understanding of what is
involved when designing socid service programmesconsi gent with theeconomi ¢ capacity,
culturd vauesand standards of Hong Kong.

SWK 3350

Lawand Social Work

3 U; 3 Lect.

Thiscourse introduces studentsto the basiclaw, the legal system, court proceedings and
laws relevant to matrimony, workers' rights, criminal justice and social welfarein Hong
Kong. Roles of social workersin thelegd system areexplored.

SWK 3410

Field Instruction |

4 U; 16 Fidd; 2ndterm

The course aimsto provide opportunities for studentsto put into practicein an agency
setting under supevision, theorieslearnedinclass 1) methods of direct service to dients -
casawork, group work and community organization; 2) knowledge and differential use of
community reources; 3) jobs akin to agency administration - planning, budgeting, staffing,
etc.,and 4) toolstoadministration - writing of reports, |etters, accounting, use of research
findings, conducting meetings, etc. Prerequisite: SWK 2430.

SWK 3420

Field Instruction I

4 U; 16 Field; 1¢ term

A sequel to SWK 3410. Prerequisites: SWK 2430 and 3410.

SWK 4410

Field Instruction Il

4 U; 16 Field; 1¢ term

A sequel to SWK 3420. Prarequisites SWK 2430, 3410 and 3420.

SWK 4420

Field Instruction IV

4 U; 16 Fidd; 2ndterm

A sequd to SWK 4410. Prerequisites: SWK 2430, 3410, 3420 and 4410.

SWK 4510

Seminar | Family Services

3U; 3 Lect.

The course aimsto review the basic philosophy, rationale, policy, service delivery and
intervention gpproaches related to family service. In particular, the emphasesof the course
are helping studentshave acriticd mind inanalysing the current family issues; examine
different working approaches conducti veto effecti ve practi ce in different settings and develop
aframework forfamily treatment on problemssuch as family violence, child abuse, single
parent families, etc.
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SWK 4520

Seminar Il Youth Services

3 U; 3 Lect.

Thiscourseisdesigned to provide students with an in-depth underganding of selected youth
servicesin Hong Kong. The emphasisis on both theoretical analys's and empirical gudies.
Major areas of expl oration incl ude the needsand characteristics of young peopl e, the
philosophies and theories thehistorical development and the servicedelivery methodsof
theselected services.

SWK 4530

Seminar Il Elderly Services

3 U; 3 Lect.

This course intendsto provide some general knowledge of the contemporary demographic,
cultural, social, economic and health conditions of the elderly people in Hong Kong. M ajor
sociological and psychol ogicd theories, dd work professional va ues aswell asintervention
methodswith the el derly and their familieswill be introduced in aninterdi<ciplinary manner.
Current policy issuesrd ated to developing and delivering services forthedderly will also be
discussed.

SWK 4540

Seminar IV Rehabilitation Services

3 U; 3 Lect.

Thiscoursea mstohd p studentsunderstand the different ty pesof disability andtheirimpliceations
inindividuds, familiesand society; and familiari ze themselveswith different approaches
asciated with rehabilitation aswell asthe existing rehabilitation servicesin Hong Kong.
Theroles of the disabled, the family, society and social worker in the rehabilitation of
handicgpped peoplewill also bediscussed.

SWK 4550

Seminar V Current Issuesin Sodal Policy and Welfare Administration

3U; 3 Lect.

Thiscourseisdesigned to hel p studentscritically examine current issuesin social policy and
welfare adminigration which affect social welfare conditions of peoplein general, and the
disadvantaged groups, in particul ar. They include changing needsand expectati onsin we fare,
the constraints of govemment and welfare adminigration in the global economy, strategies
of sod al welfare reforms and their socid costs and the shifting bad sof welfare entitlements.

SWK 4590

Seminar IX Resdential Social Work

3 U; 3 Lect.

Thiscourse @amsto introduceto studentsthevarioustypes of residential services and the
fundamental philosophy, theories and practice model sof residentid social work in helping
individudswho are in need of residential care/rehabilitation in aresidentia centre. Mgor
rolesand functionsof residentia social workerswill bediscussed and theresdential services
developmentin Hong Kong will be explored aswel.

SWK 4591

Seminar X Social Welfare in China

3U; 3 Lect.

Thiscourseamsto enable studentstounderdand sod ety of Socialig Chinaand itsdevd opment
of sodal welfare. Emphadsis placed onthe study of Chinese socid wdfare systemsand the
mgorissues,induding socid welfare ideology, social policy, institutional structures, scope
of wd fare services, modes of service ddivery and theemerging social needsand problemsin
an era of economic reform.
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SWK 4592

Seminar X| Special Seminar

3 U; 3 Lect.

Tobedesigned when need arises.

Study Scheme
Major Programme

Students are required to complete a minimumof 71[68] units of courses as follows:

@) Required Courses:
SWK 0310, 0320, 1110, 1120, 1910°, 2110, 2120, 2140, 2210,
2220, 2230, 2430, 3310, 3320, 3340, 3350, 3410, 3420, 4410,
4420

(ii)  Elective Courses:
(@ 1 coursefrom SWK 2240, 2250
(b)  3courses from SWK 4510, 4520, 4530, 4540,
4550, 4590, 4591, 4592

Total:
Recommended cour se pattern
First Year of Attendance
SWK 0310, 1110, 1120, 2110, 2120, 3320°
Second Year of Attendance
SWK 1910°, 2140, 2210, 2220, 2230, 2240 or 2250, 24309, [3320],
3340, 3410
(All Social Work studentsadmitted in 2001-02 are required totake
ELT 2409 in the second term of their second year of attendance.)
Third Year of Attendance
SWK 0320, 3310, 3350, 3420@@, 4410, 4420
3 courses from SWK 4510, 4520, 4530, 4540, 4550, 4590, 4591,
4592
Studentsmay chooseto take thefollowing elective courses in the
first, second or third year of attendance:
SWK 1140, 1160, 2130
Total:

Applicable to students admitted in 2002-03 and ther eafter.
Applicable to sudents admitted in 2001-02.

®@— ©

14 days within a one-nonth period.
ee To betaken during thesumme of the second year of attendance.

60[57] units

2 units
9 units

71[68] units

16[13] units

26 units

29 units

71[68] units

Sartsinmedately after the end of thesecond term of thefir &t year of attendance and is spread over

Notes: 1. M g or courses coded 2000 and above will be induded inthe calculation of the

Major GPA.

2. Students are advised to teke & least 3 cid sdence courses (eg., ECO 1010,

GPA 1020, PSY 1000 and SOC 1001) aselectives.

3. Only a number of the seminar courses will be offeredin each academicyear

inaccordance with resourcesavailable.



