%%* y Chung Chi Campus Newsletter
~ The Chinese University of Hong Kong

HEHRE
Feature

EXRAFALEITES
“O—hFREZRERMNABES2EHHETE

Fht—% £+0H
Vol.51 No.15

—O—amFEhA+H
September 16, 2015

FBREFTBRANKRBREEGEBNAKE T
BAFHMERTAZTEE/\R+=HB#E |
#1T - BRI BERFZEEREMENEE
Z— o BN H RS ERAE R -
SERSNRTtARZTE -+ NBHPEREHE
58 HREMNAEFRS-R2EEE  MEAAX |

ANV
B W muvoapanen A

G AT X (2 S Vo B
B HEE MMM SLESE, - Ey Sy sk gt

& it T AMREXDST/NE  BEAE
N LT ’ e e s o N VA DR

AN BITRACRME - WEXBSS . monanmies - cosgnemermssss  Be
TZ/J\QLH\Q\aTEULEE&%iﬁ‘m o Al - %m?ﬁ Y BN ABRIERSES o

PR ARASN » BELIEBELEEZERE » 355 The visiting programme is bilateral. After Chung Chi students went
BNAFALE - to Gansu and Qinghai, students from Lanzhou University also paid
- a reciprocal visit to Hong Kong.
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Where Divergence Converges
Chung Chi College and Lanzhou University
Student Visitor Pro%ramme 2015

t

13 August 2015 marked the culmination of the sixth Chung Chi College and Lanzhou University Student
Visitor Programme. The Programme, which is one of the highlights of the College summer activities, was divided
into two phases, the Gansu-Qinghai phase from 20 to 29 July and the Hong Kong phase from 4 to 13 August.
Each phase lasted for 10 days. This year, the theme of the Programme was “Local Customs and Folk Legends:
Socio-cultural Study of Gansu, Qinghai and Hong Kong". In the Programme, a total of 29 students from the two
universities, in five groups each of five to six students, worked on sub-topics they set and produced final reports
based on what they have observed and studied during the visits, information from seminars and tutorials,
together with supporting articles.

Given the geographical differences between Hong Kong and the Northwestern China, huge divergences
in history, society, culture, custom and landscape can be found between the two places. The differences can first
be revealed in the itinerary. In the Gansu-Qinghai phase, students had to take a 15-hour overnight train to
Dunhuang from Lanzhou. Then, they took a coach travelling along the historical Hexi Corridor and finally
returned to Lanzhou. Participants had the
opportunity to explore and experience the
natural beauty of Echoing-Sand Mountain,
Zhangye Danxia National Geological Park
and Qinghai Lake, to have close contact
with ancient Chinese architecture such as
Mogao Caves, Kumbum Monastery and
Jiayu Pass, and to savour the grandeur of
Chinese heritage in Gansu Provincial
Museum and Weijin Tombs Murals.

In the Hong Kong phase, the main
focus was visiting religious and cultural
sites to understand more about religious
diversity in Hong Kong and how different
religions root in this crowded and
modernized city. Places visited included
Che Kung Temple, Chi Lin Nunnery, the

AEE;EZE'_%E Guided tour to Mogao Caves Hindu organization ISKCON and Masjid
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Ammar and Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic Centre.
While the thematic  visits were arranged by the
College, leisure and sight-seeing activities were
hosted by Chung Chi students. During free time,
Chung Chi students accompanied their
counterparts to take a ferry or tram ride, stroll on
the Avenue of Stars, and visit the Hong Kong
Disneyland, the Ocean Park, or even Tai O.

Apart from visiting the religious sites,
lectures were conducted to deepen students’
understanding of the programme theme. Two
lectures were given in the Gansu-Qinghai phase.
They were “Local Customs of Gansu-Qinghai and ;
Folklore” by Mr. Ling Ping, a scholar, and “The ?’ P
Study of the Relation between Northwest ; .
Mythologies and Traditional Chinese Thoughts” by B2 EAlME RS - FEBE SRS TH ABRIE -

A

Professor Guo Jijun from Lanzhou University. In  Student paid full attention to the introduction of Hinduism in ISKCON.

the Hong Kong phase, Professor Zheng Jie, teacher

from the Faculty of Arts and also the Academic Advisor of the Programme, gave a lecture on “Local Customs and
Festivals in Hong Kong”. During the lecture, Chung Chi students were invited to share their first-hand experience
of joining local festivals, including the birthdays of Buddha and Tam Kung as well as the Cheung Chau Bun
Festival.

One of the purposes of the Programme was to foster the interaction between students in Mainland and
Hong Kong, and it was definitely achieved. Students from the two universities got along well even though they
had very different social and cultural background. To provide more chances for cultural exchange, each Chung
Chi participant was paired up with a Lanzhou University student as roommates throughout the Programme.
Despite having different mother tongues, language was never a barrier to them. They sang songs in both
Cantonese and Mandarin during the long distance travel in the Gansu-Qinghai phase, played board games and
card games together after a day-long visit and discussion, and even learnt the dialects from each other. When
Lanzhou University students came to Hong Kong, they were brought to upstairs bookstores and Cantonese
movies to have a taste of the local culture. It was the differences in language and culture that drove them to
understand each other, and it was such variations that brought them much closer to each other.

Although the learning backgrounds of the participants from Lanzhou and Hong Kong were not totally the
same, there were many platforms and opportunities for them to adjust and learn how to manage the differences.
Writing the final report was one of them. The report had to be written in the social science approach, with
literature review and theoretical framework. Since students from Hong Kong were more acquainted with the
construction of social science research or framework and those from Mainland were more proficient in
information analysis, they were assigned the roles according to their respective strengths. One group even
visited funeral parlours in Hong Kong as requested by Lanzhou University students because the sub-topic of
their group was about the death and funeral custom.

The 20-day Programme has established a close relationship among students from the two universities. On
the first day of arriving at Lanzhou, Chung Chi
students were surprised by and unused to the
enthusiasm of Lanzhou University students as
every one of them came to the airport to
receive and welcome the Hong Kong team.
However, after spending more than two
weeks together, the friendship was so strong
that most of the Hong Kong students offered
to accompany the Lanzhou teammates to
Shenzhen for taking transportation back
home. To the student participants, apart from
the understanding of the local customs and
folk legends of the two places, the friendship
built was definitely the treasure of the
Programme.

PR I . Student Reporter
SEVERTEYER Visit to Jiuguan Museum Programme Participant | Cheng Yi Hin
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