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Tuen Ng Festival

(Dragon Boat Festival)

Language Matters is a CLC Newsletter, which is
a student corner for Chinese learners to share their experience and con .
a platform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share vi
aresearch corner to share notes on language and culture

a bulletin board to publicize CLC activities and related news in our field

Learning / £ % [RlPY
For CLC students and alumni to share their learning experience.

Teaching / 75| f'$Y

For Chinese teachers to exchange views.

51"_.
Research / 5 5= [*74¢
For discussions on language and culture.

Activities & News / FIfizs |£,FL,

CLC activities and news in teaching CFL.
FEY HIGEEH - BV P LR E R
What is expressed by individual contributors only represents the writer’s perspective

From the Editor

Starting in 2006, Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 3 times a year. Submissions for publication
are welcome from all CLC teachers, students and alumni, as well as those who are involved with either
teaching or learning Chinese (including Putonghua and Cantonese). All submissions should be sent to:

Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Center

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong

Please note the following when sending us any submissions:

1. Language : Either in English or in Chinese.

2. Length : Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.

3. Focus : Should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese, including cultural aspects of
language learning.

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programs and individuals in the field of teaching Chinese as a Second
or Foreign Language, both local and international, in either electronic or printed form.

Address: New Asia--Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
Fong Shu Chuen Building,
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

Tel.: (852) 2609 6727 Fax.: (852) 2603 5004
Web site: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc Email: clc@cuhk.edu.hk
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Before I came to Hong Kong and started learning "Cantonese", I knew
already to speak 4 other languages (my mother tongue "Telugu", national

language "Hindi", English and Italian). I am one of those who is passionate to
learn as many languages as possible. But as you will see in this article, my way
thinking like this has been changed in the course of time. I will tell you why?
Since I speak already 4 languages, I thought for me learning Cantonese is a piece
of cake. But when I just arrived in Hong Kong it was like "chicken talking with
the duck". I did not understand even one word or one phrase. This 1S not the case
when 1 was learning other languages. When [ was learning Italian I was able to
understand little bit before actually beginning to learn it. It was during this time
that I thought these Chinese languages are something different and difficult to
learn. Therefore, learning Cantonese has become a new challenge for me.

When I began to learn Cantonese I thought sounds and tones is not so
important and I needed not give special attention. What I was worried about then
is to learn some grammar and a good amount of vocabulary. Then, I could speak
with other Hong Kong people. But since the beginning all my teachers were
giving a lot of importance to the sounds and tones. When I went to school on the
first day my teacher taught me like this:

Teacher said, “Dear students, welcome. Do you know how many tones are

there in Cantonese?”

Some classmates replied that there were saying 10, some others 7 or 4 or 5.
Everybody were answering as they like. But I did not understand the question. So,
I asked to repeat the question and what he meant by tones.

When teacher said, “ma , ma , mah, mah, mah, mah” , I started laughing
as he was saying these tones. I saw the other classmates also began laughing
almost like crazy people. Looking at them, I could not stop laughing.

Teacher then ask us, “Now do you know how many tones are there in
Cantonese?” Again this time also the students were responding as they wished.
Luckily there was one Japanese student who said that Cantonese has 6 tones (now
we learn only 6 tones in the university). I could see the joy in the face of the
teacher because at least there 1s one student in the middle who understood what he
was teaching.

Later that day I went home repeating the tones and I could not sleep that
day. Even in the middle of the night I was repeating the tones without knowing.
(ma, ma, mah, mah, mah, mah).

When I started learning Chinese characters I had another shock. I did not
know before that the spoken language is different from the written language. For
example, “Ngoh haih Pan = (jikhaih) i&i_jf” “cha thdo = = 1 27,

“haih hhaih = £L74L" . But I said, "O my God", when am I going to learn
this language. It 1s almost learning two languages simultaneously. I said this is
crazy. It cannot be like this. I told myself that God punished me and so I had to

#
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learn this language. In the beginning I almost took Smin in order to write one
character. If this is the case, when am I going to graduate? One of my friends
told me that there are almost 10,000 characters. Many Chinese people also do
not know or at least they did not see those characters in their lives. I told him
that only God knows how many Chinese characters are there. It was at this time
that I wanted to stab Chongkit to death. (He was the one who is believed to be
the creator of such difficult characters and he is the reason for my suffering
Now).

Finally therefore, what is very important to learn Cantonese? I think not
only for Cantonese, this is for any other language, we should learn to love the
people, place, culture, habits, and history. Then only we can begin the adventure
with a positive note. My friend always reminds me that we should learn
Cantonese slowly step by step. We should never be in a hurry to learn faster.
Otherwise, there 1s danger of really becoming crazy. Therefore, learn slowly and
do not be worried too much if you are not able to pick up the language well.
The teachers are always available to help us learn better. Good luck.
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Travel to Somewhnere Overseas
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My sister who studies in the UK always complained that I talked
like ‘a book’ when I spoke in English. I just shrugged my shoulders and
smiled every time. That’s right. A bookworm like me couldn’t learn
native English. I had to go out and experience.

So I went to Winchester in the UK, and mixed with the local
students. When the local girls gathered and chatted, 1 listened happily
beside them. In a few days I learnt a lot. They don’t say ‘I’'m full” when
they have had enough food, but ‘I'm stuffed’. The word ‘toilet’ is
substituted for ‘loo’. If they skip lessons, they’d say ‘bunk off” or ‘skive’.

In my free time, I had a walk in the town of Winchester and found a
coffee shop at random. I requested for some water when I was buying an
iced chocolate drink. Instead of asking for ‘a glass of water’, I said ‘a cup
of water’ because I was so used to speaking Cantonese. Such tiny bits of
the English language are only noticeable in an English-speaking
environment.

The next destination of my journey was Strathaven, a small town in
Scotland. T met my long-lost teacher, and her first words were: ‘You
were still a wee girl seven years ago’. Not until [ heard her saying ‘wee
girl’ instead of ‘little girl’ did I realize with surprise I was already far
from England. I got to know the people in the town. They were a lady
who owned a shop selling decorations as well as visitors to a coffee shop.
I understood less than half of their words with Scottish accent. I was then
regretting that I had admired the Queen’s English in southern England
too much that I had overlooked the value and importance of local
Englishes.

Language Matters Summer 2006 5



FKEF B
Teaching

5 S

My French Learning Experience
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Persistence outside Classroom

FFFARE ] Mr. Chan Chi Leung
(’?ﬁﬁJﬁrﬁ;ﬁ')

S g IR L T P,
PSR PR FRL R {i’f}‘;ﬁ Fmal Fantasy
s - W*W%”Wﬁﬂwg B, [,
., CEERGIS ﬁﬂulhiﬁﬁm%wmiak
Fo FAE S TR N 3‘j T FRLEY
L e S BT
%Tﬁuwﬁwé 25 U R - o

EIs 47*”:&%%”—;%
ey L (Y e M |
*m%#ﬁ” A AN T R RO A
A TR R SO A 0 R
H@%;%ETEEU*’ P_F.?%' R ‘%@%%« IS
Hi’%«?ﬂ 4\—kpj EH s fRplfE T, 4@34”_1—&
57 0 EBASIE R L B e
%&% i - ﬁ@zwwﬁﬁ R G 0 Y
Hﬁﬂh}u v 55 E‘;ﬂld}}éﬁ ) zpﬁ_}' - B %E[_rxpm_sc f
%ﬁ% A I ﬁp&ﬁp@ mew EX
? ESA AR AN fg@!ﬁ'ﬂ\f D[I IS
iﬁ?FWWw@%ﬂw PRI, i?TWva
f@@MFWﬁ$§’H @ﬁ*ﬁﬁb%fpﬁwﬂm
%wr s I E E R pgp@p[ﬂpuéﬁﬂ‘[ﬂj[—iﬁﬂyj =
AN wﬁ&wgﬁ RIS -
o L H e B S )

5 Efdﬂwti@;ﬁ“wﬁb SRS ?/1‘5; £
[ﬁ@?’fﬁkﬂ‘& 5P I RED oS FH*‘zif
e ﬁﬂrfﬁﬂﬁl F”*J?*E‘ 7#9%%_””% *E’SEJJ”’E(FJ% E TpY

;[.i% [E S ’Zﬁ:P\ ﬁ'ﬂ“ﬁ*ﬁ"} kL~ ’IiE'T[J[H‘

AL ERLE E'—‘\ ik 'Jm 'j}j'[ A R R
“JE'*‘“EFJF* ’ fﬁ“'?:fi £ Ey”f"%“% i’rﬁ* TEHFHIRE
%% S0 A plIEl I’”]ﬁﬂgﬁwu lf [le [ Ll Al
&u,ﬁJEﬂj‘Fa JHE T PO L, 255 ﬁl?”@ [V E A Y
(=" %EWEA‘“&H&’F?%%E%EUQ a. e, g
T;TJ:,:,];IJ i[ﬁ - %lpE[lg‘”_‘ “&‘ R~ M[*H'FE]F[JEEED
Pl ﬂf‘l[ﬁ'ﬂﬁw— 2 B 1%? » FhE- SR
B, EERISRE - Bl SFEP SRR o P2t PP
CARAL SR T R 7#&[%?3“1* = &R HIE dﬁfff
I R e (U AT B F i?iﬁ“@w
P Fk w#fwuﬂﬁﬁW"TF 55 ¢$ﬁi@
AR NS H&"‘i?%pwﬂ* 5%,

F'”&Nﬁ}’*ﬁ— &5 “.:w&‘&ﬁ‘? EALEIK{F“E}E&?U |

I WAL Ry s R Sl (e
gﬂ* %Jh‘ eI Efﬁ—’ifﬁﬁﬂ%hgkii%*f?’z;
M o Sl BRI i
ﬁJfFJ%g,i £ a%ﬁ*‘j%'wpi. RIgH NS S Y Py
ol eI F3E #E 0 - ff Wi:—%?ﬁiﬁ” "2 'ij' Fihip J’ﬁé[ T
R0 %ﬁFﬁJ-‘B&E&IJlﬁ

FEF B
Tedching

i IF;I = —Umff g o I il A oo Jﬁé'w 7 Ef
’H%[ﬁf" mlg ko, sy c[J}‘“’[i’:&E[; ﬁ‘;rrl_'_ J;EEI ol b)}ujﬁlﬁ
e E 71‘ B~ B = E{[[{Fﬂﬁg L 'L‘;,,Ljfjx F5h)|
J}JE;E% oY ?ﬂ‘“}lj\s 3 J aeyﬂg‘;f ‘Z—I{F ﬂf*ﬂﬁm“ﬁﬁlﬂ bl
1 AL e h ﬁ~f%@
W@@*:ﬁWﬂ%ﬁwiwﬁ%ar Wﬁ?ﬁ wv
ﬁ[lﬁ uu g T ngwﬂjp,

S PR R O R m% iﬁft%
HFF”* li‘i7 Fi B lﬂ&“pnid B HEIWE]
Fre DRI E I f ol 4o Io =g s H'E'“JF”FW
Sl | "J‘Ji_* |[—ig|1fg,lpjﬁéﬂmr&{ @7&%% xﬁ'}
LmE s TR R '“@WWWOJ #
AV S B i
PJ VRS~ FE 71[ s ‘E’lﬁji\'ﬁ%&”@[\i,ﬁjﬁi[rj\ = 5
[l - 5 vy PR S E}E??'”E*]l% ”J”Vi L
BV - =cl J/VHFIJ”D&fL~ AR —
ey

e ST,
d:ﬂ I8 =~ Féﬂﬂjf ‘&%ﬂ“ﬂﬁﬁuqﬁ ML) 4
9”5”17][ rpéﬁ‘%‘rl j'?lf[ IEI—I‘:[:J\)F&,—%DII‘&@KJ'!

Y P S I SO S - ﬁﬁﬁwﬁf

UJ %gﬂ[zj%.ﬁ'l IE[C i&{iﬁﬁ"&f\\_— I[—{ FJ;:[ IS s T”ﬁ_[_—r,“
P LTSRS T R

Language Matters Summer 2006 4



=3 B
Resedrch

B FED V adEEFTRT
Cantonese and Standard Chinese Contrast Analysis on Vi1 in Pivotal Sentences
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Is Mandarin (Putonghua) Still Useful in Hong Kong?
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2eo=g 4 Academic Forum

Ryt FS 1971 = ElfﬁFﬁ Founded in 1970 and with the support from CLC teachers, Hong Kong Mandarin Society

[l F;_. EF[ES«I %:7 continues to organize a variety of Putonghua promoting activities for members since then. One of the
Gy . . . A

F f major events for promoting Putonghua among Hong Kong people is the annual lecture jointly

=+ ?U{ ?%F [ A28 - . )
organized by CLC and Hong Kong Mandarin Society. Annual lecture 2006 was held on March 26 at
%H Iﬁiﬁ'?ﬁﬂ/ 7[1_“:?7’,' A M FYW Hall at CUHK. Ms. Xie Chunling, CLC teacher of University Program Division, gave audience

pud jz]t » TS KA a comprehensive introduction to the basic understandings and skills on reading and recitation of
s [ - works of Chinese literature through a logical sequence of examples with detailed explanations. Her

FHIE 93 -

FIF f lecture indeed was of great benefit to everyone attended.
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7525 E 1Ry 7= Korean class for CLC staff

N ﬁ[ﬁ&[r i K ?Mﬁ%‘; ::U SRR TR Pﬁﬁ%? “Korean storm” prevails recently in
W U R AR N g R ]#)Jg SN N r%y:fg&g ?B Hong Kong as a result of some
h_f%g?,,ﬁw BRER S IR R T, &ﬁn:r[ug%;guuiﬂ CEFIpIGE successful Korean drama and movies
ﬁ %TF[?%H@ i %A 2 g HWF ,'F:[?'FE’KE J,ﬁﬁi broadcast here. Not to mention the fact

that Korean students ranked number 3

among the student enrolment in the

Center. Some teachers and staff initiated

a Korean language class in the Center.

The elementary class has ended in mid-
May. We would like to express our
deepest gratitude to Ms. Bae Young Hee,
the Korean language instructor from the
¥ Korean Chamber of Commerce in Hong
Kong, for her systematic and patience

guidance in our learning
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CLC Exchange student won Putonghua Recitation Competition

3 '{?’E‘{Eﬁ [‘J HH I ASRET T R H R X R allow me to not only gain a rich experience in Hong Kong
SE1 Fﬁ *l ﬂ” ‘UF F%{UH}" 2006 F 4 F] 1 but also to further practice and improve my Chinese.
H Eklﬁ;ﬁ?ﬁ‘ %— FITE [ES“[EJI_\D’IEFIF”TFlﬂ?mﬁj%‘j:fﬁﬁ\ As the winner of the foreign student category in this
L S PSS BpT {ﬂJ—, FIT19 fib 3030 H FJ (1 competition, I would like to thank everyone who encouraged
P S %—T?f SRR PR me and helped me along the way to reach this
4 . et accomplishment. I especially want to give thanks to my
FRLTE SN SR F T g e Grandmother, Wei Chun Liu, who diligently taught me
FRVE E J = HERLEL Ew HiF el 'i P D S YA Chinese everyday in elementary school. It is because of her
o H— I RLE 3'?@2 i A ]EEF Flelfyl ld/ < love and endurance that has brought me where I am today. I
& SER f%“;q HIE S Jj;/\[ﬂ 34: 3 T b S v hope to continue to improve my Chinese so that I may use it
i, SHCpI l—F u;l“}‘%"ﬁﬁ[ , j]‘/‘r SR y{e BT g to bless, serve, and love the Chinese.
;ifﬁ?fﬁ*[ﬁ”ﬁzmﬁbﬁizﬁfﬂﬁ SRR I o e R i
R | PP TSR

M{P

“%ﬁwwwm%%Wﬁi”w A
PPN RL ISP PG iR

= ¥ Yue, Serena PTH 4415 (Spring Term 05/06)

The 7™ annual Hong Kong Putonghua Poem Recitation
Competition was held this past Spring 2006. The first round
was March 18" and the final round was April 1%, both were
at The University of Hong Kong. As an exchange student
from the United States, I decided to participate in this
competition and was placed in the foreign student category. | NV R
am 'fn American borrrl) Chinese and hafe lived in Cal?fol;’ynia - lﬂﬁ{fdéﬁﬁ ¥ —‘\ﬁnﬁgﬁﬁ\%ﬁvg e
my entire life. 1 thought entering this competition would
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Coming Events for Students

Information

July 29-30, 2006 (Saturday to Sunday)

Cultural tour : ¥ {>HEE

to  Foshan, Panyu, Guangzhou
(Cantonese Division) and Zhongshan,
Shenzhen (Putonghua Division)

A relaxing tour for students to get a

glimpse of Chinese culture and heritage
and to appreciate the culture connected to
the language they learn.

August 5-11, 2006 (Saturday to Friday)

PRINCH: 552, ¥ = #171

Pragmatic  Internship in  China
(Guangzhou)
7 days 6 nights credit bearing

internship co-sponsored by CLC, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong
(CUHK) and Guangdong Teachers
College of Foreign Language and Arts.

Allow students to practice what they have
learned in class through a wvariety of
activities in the target culture, an approach
that has been recognized by professionals
and highly recommended as a most
effective means to cultivate pragmatic
competence of language learners.

AT - = AP RIE

Orientation of 4-Week Summer Programs

June 12, 2006 (S1)

July 10, 2006 (S2)

Visit by Benjing Foreign Studies University

TR IR SR

Al

AL Lig (f12). I
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New Asia—Yale-in—China Chinese Language Cente ’
The Chinese Unlversnx Hnng I-C-::-ng <

e

SHORT CHINESE COURSES IN DOWNTOWN & CUHK CAMPUS

Fiigame (232

( August - December 2006)

PUTONGHUA COURSES

Putonghua courses for non-Chinese speakers

LR )

. Tuition
Date (2006) Course Title fee (HKS)
September 26 - November 30 Elementary SVERT ST & 6:30-8:30 | CUHK
40 sessions (evening) Putonghua Thursdgy m campus, $5200
(2 sessions each) P Shatin
October 3 - December 7 Elementary vy TSty & 9:30 - 11:30 | CUHK
40 sessions (daytime) Putonghua Thursd:_;\y am f} campus, $5200
(2 sessions each) Shatin
October 31 - November 30 Elementary EVEL TSR, 6:30 - 9:30 Clifton
30 sessions (evening) Putonghua Thursdz_iy m C Central S
(3 sessions each) P
Elementary
December 6, 06 - January 24, 07 | Putonghua / E;/iggy WifEemEsey & | e - 980 Clifton $4500
30 sessions (evening) Intermediate Yy pm C Quarry Bay
(3 sessions each)
Putonghua |
Class Size: 7-20, 50 minutes per session
Application form can be downloaded at www.cuhk.edu.hk/e_ssp.htm
Enquiry: 2609 6727 Email: clc@cuhk.edu.hk
Language Matters Summer 2006 15
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SHORT CHINESE COURSES IN DOWNTOWN & CUHK CAMPUS
( August - December 2006)

CANTONESE COURSES

Cantonese courses for non-Chinese speakers

FFeoE (HYEPR

N D B

e

AR

-E*.’E‘EF'.:«.:"\?*
32 X O B B

New Asia——Yale-in- Chlna Ghmese Language Cente 3
The Chinese Unlversny‘ Hnng I{ong e

. Tuition
Date (2006) Course Title fee (HK$)
August 9 - December 20 Intermediate Every Wednesday | 6:30 - 8:30 | ik  cultural cET
40 sessions (evening) Cantonese | (2 sessions each) pm C Center (TST)
September 26 - November 30 Elementary E;]/eryd Tuesday & | 6:30 - 8:30 | CUHK
40 sessions (evening) Cantonese Ul ay m campus, $5200
(2 sessions each) P Shatin
October 3 - December 7 Elementary E;]/eryd Tuesday & | g:30 -11:30 | CUHK 200
40 sessions (daytime) Cantonese Ut ay am f} campus, $5
(2 sessions each) Shatin
November 1 - December 1 Elementary Ever_y BHERIEHE, | G0 - RS0 Clifton
30 sessions (evening) Cantonese 4 Fnday m C Central Y
(3 sessions each) P
Elementary
December 5, 06 - January 18, 07 | Cantonese/ Every Tuesday & |6:30 - 9:30 | cjifion
30 sessions (evening) Intermediate Thursdgy m C Quarry Bay AT
(3 sessions each) P
Cantonese |

Class Size: 7-20, 50 minutes per session

Application form can be downloaded at www.cuhk.edu.hk/e ssp.htm

Enquiry: 2609 6727

16 o ? WE Y A

FLa g

Email: clc@cuhk.edu.hk




