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Language Matters is a CLC Newsletter, which is
e astudent corner for Chinese learners to share their experience and concerns
a platform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share views

[ ]
e aresearch corner to share notes on language and culture
e abulletin board to publicize CLC activities and related news in our field
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For CLC students and alumni to share their learning experience.
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For Chinese teachers to exchange views.

Research / 55 52 [“714¢
For discussions on language and culture.

Activities & News / FfizZ® |§ El

CLC activities and news in teaching CFL.

What is expressed by individual contributors only represents the writer’'s perspective
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From the Editor

Starting in 2006, Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 3 times a year. Submissions for publication
are welcome from all CLC teachers, students and alumni, as well as those who are involved with either
teaching or learning Chinese (including Putonghua and Cantonese). All submissions should be sent to:
Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Center

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong

Please note the following when sending us any submissions:

1. Language : Either in English or in Chinese.

2. Length : Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.

3. Focus : Should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese, including cultural aspects of
language learning.

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programs and individuals in the field of teaching Chinese as a Second
or Foreign Language, both local and international, in either electronic or printed form.

Address: New Asia--Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
Fong Shu Chuen Building,
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

Tel.: (852) 2609 6727 Fax.  (852) 2603 5004
Web site: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc Email: clc@cuhk.edu.hk
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Hong Kong is a paradise for nature lovers
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Home Away From Home

Notes by an exchange student from the U.S.

BB Lei, Sheng Xi Sunny
PTH 1113M

On August 16, I said goodbye to the place I know as
home. I left behind my cozy house in the suburbs of Los
Angeles and a quarter of school at the University of
California, San Diego, to be an exchange student for a
semester here at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. There
were many reasons why I wanted to study in Hong Kong, but
to say my decision to come to Hong Kong was for academic
reasons would be a lie. First, I thought getting out of my
comfort zone would be good for the maturing process.
Secondly, I knew it would be so much fun to run wild here in
this metropolitan city. Actually, that may have been the main
reason...

But as I spend more time here, I have noticed that
Hong Kong is more than just about going out to Lan Kwai
Fong, shopping in Mong Kok, and stuffing myself with good
food. Any casual tourist of Hong Kong can do those things. I
think I am past that stage and am feeling like Hong Kong is
becoming a home away from home. The people I have met
are great. Thanks to my two awesome roommates, I am
allowed to pester them with countless questions about the
Hong Kong and Cantonese. It’s mutually beneficial, however,
since they ask me things about English, but I know I’ve still
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taken more than I have given. But because of them, I have a
greater understanding of the city, culture, and people. They
have taught me essential survival skills, from the food items
names on the canteen menus to finding out how to ask which
bus to take to the airport. Because of their help and being
surrounded by the language, 1 have been able to improve
upon my shaky Cantonese. I feel a lot more confident with
my Cantonese today than I did when I first arrived in Hong
Kong. T feel more like home now that I am able to
communicate better.

Along the way, I have also befriended other
exchange students who have made the whole experience in
Hong Kong so much more enjoyable. Meeting new friends
and adapting to the culture of Hong Kong has really made me
realize that maybe my two homes separated by the Pacific
Ocean are not that different. After all, feeling at home is all
about feeling comfortable. And that is one thing I am feeling
more of as each day goes by.
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A reflection on a TV commercial class
for advanced students of the Chinese Language
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I heard it once said that, “In the future we will be
more saddened by the things which we didn't do, than
by those things we did.” To have missed this outing
could have become one of those regrets. This little trip
could in fact be a microcosm for foreigners coming to
Hong Kong in general. Too often in a new place we
look for safe havens, fearing where the wind might take
us if we raised our cultural sails.

On this outing we didn’t encounter human
gridlock of 14 million elbows, nor the cacophony often
associated with Hong Kong. Instead we began at the
other end of the spectrum; a contemplative oasis called
The Ten Thousand Buddha Monastery, where we
drank in history, laughter, monkeys, and a touch of
philosophy. While conversing in Putonghua was of
obligatory, a forgiving spirit abounded even more. The
teachers with our group found many diverse ways to
weave teaching, touring, and teamwork together.

Our fellowship that Friday was a welcome break
from the adrenaline-laden pace normally associated
with Asia's top industrial trade hub. On such a short
trip I found so much to appreciate. Taking in unique
sounds and smells only added to the blessing of
savoring new friends and Chinese cuisine. Our last
stop, a museum reminded me of a strong
disparity. Here was an American viewing artifacts etc,
from a culture boasting 5,000 years of rich, contiguous
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m Fil"# Shoji, Chika

Women ban you yige
hu6édong hén haowanr, hén
you yisi. Na tian women zou
le hén dud . Women yibianr
zou yibianr lidotianr, sudyi

women k&yi lianxi shud
Zhdongwén. Women canguan
le yi g¢& hén da de miao hé
fojiao de dongxi, zhén you

yisi. Ranhou, women yiqi qu

chi waufan. Zai

women shuodle shué women de

fanguanr,

shénghuo. Women dou hén tan
de lai.

xidang women ban de tongxué

W6 hén gaoxing. Wo

shi zui hdo de — tamen de
xinggé dou hén hdo. Yunqi
zhén hao a! W0 juéde zhé shi
yi gé ling rén nan wang de
hu6dong.

Bai Lin F I#F Berlin, Kelly

TRROY2RILEEEIR?

What can one learn from a “simple” 6 hour trip?

history. I couldn’t help but imagine how embarrassed I would
be to take my class to visit museums back home, where our
meager 230 years of history shrivels in contrast.

Learning culture, is one thing; appreciating it is quite
another. What can one learn from a “simple” 6 hour trip? Three
things come to mind. 1) We have so much to learn outside the
classroom; 2) What we learn in the classroom will enhance this
quest; and 3) Learning in community has to be one of God’s
very choicest blessings! What about you? Will your future
contain regrets of things you didn't do?

FZEEE Ury, ThaneH  PTH 2215A
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School Outing

’%ﬁJﬁFyﬁf Cantonese Program Division

Visit to a local Secondary School
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Upcoming 2 to 6 Weeks Programmes

—
i

= e (AR 9T H
3 Week B|I|ngual Study Programmes

Date : Jan 8 — 26, 2007

—

+ e (IR B
6-Week B|I|ngual Study Programmes

Date : Jan 8 — Feb 16, 2007

Tuition fee : HK$10,000

Tuition fee : HK$6,000 (Chinese only*)
HK$9,000 (Chinese & Englis

Venue : CU Campus

(Chlnese only*)

HK$15,000
(Chinese & English

—

-
PRI (K A
4-Week Bilingual Study Programmes

L))

Date : Feb 12 — Mar 9, 2007
Tuition fee : HK$6,000 (Chinese only*)

P

2-Week Cantonese Programmes

Date : Mar 26 — Apr 4, 2007

HK$9,000 (Chinese & Engli

Venue : CU Campus

*.Choice between Mandarin(Putonghua)-or Cantonese.

Tuition fee : HK$5,000
Venue : CU Campus

Especially for working people

Please visit http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/cl¢/sumcalendar06.htm for more information.
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Ms. Wan Ka Man
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Ms. Lung Sum Yi
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CLC New Classroom in
Downtown Causeway Bay - Xinhua Book City
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Based on the common goal of promoting Chinese
language and culture, CLC of CUHK and Xinhua Book City
Co., Ltd. have signed an agreement recently to establish the
“Chinese Language and Cultural Activity Center” inside
Xinhua Book City. Located at the junction of Wanchai, Happy
Valley and Causeway Bay, the new classroom and activity
center will facilitate those people who reside or work on the
island side to participate in Chinese language and cultural

programmes.

Xinhua Book City was founded in December 2004. With
3 floors and a total area of 3000 sq.m., Xinhua Book City is
currently the biggest bookstore in Hong Kong and is the first
one in Hong Kong for books in simplified Chinese. On the
shelves are more than 50000 titles from the mainland. Apart
from books in simplified Chinese, English books, books in
traditional Chinese, audio-visual products, souvenirs and sport
goods are also available. Books from the Mainland, in
addition to its reputation of being inexpensive, are getting
closer in printing quality with those published by Taiwan and
Hong Kong. Such a spacious place is becoming a very good
weekend “getaway” alternative for book lovers.

Mr. Ken Wan, the CEO of Xinhua Book City, aspired
that, the Book City is not only a “Cultural Supermarket” but
with a tranquil piece of land to allow book lovers to immerse
and enjoy in the sea of learning. It is also a platform to
promote mainland Chinese books into the international
market. CLC@CUHK, with the mission to promote Chinese
language and culture, will work with the Book City closely in
our coming programs and build a partnership that will
ultimately benefit our students and book lovers.




B 21 13 4

= lp &

UM e = e =

f*'ﬂ:. lgll 53

) ARG AREER D SEFRERT YA
TR 1ﬁ4 i B 7 P A A 0
211 Ay

ey players of the partnership: (From left to right) CLC secretary S e [
Ms. Angela Ho, CLC Administration and Development Manager !
Ms. Ellen Mak, CLC Director Dr. Weiping Wu, Xinhua Book City
CEO Mr. Ken Wan, Xinhua Book City Executive Secretary Miss

Language and cultural books on the 3" floor

Rebecca Ho.

;9—?3 5% iﬂlij 'EI ’ /Jﬁ R ';'-éd | W ;
oo SR R & =
f‘%@#ﬁ' I‘k?ltﬁﬁ[l[ 75 3-5 75 gl % wE&HH |
HTEE 0 ) T 3 ‘% R 7

F G ]_{ bgﬁﬁjﬁl P TU% s F*W‘Eﬁ\iﬁl \\% .| |
v 5 — \ [ ]
A R SN |
Xinhua Book City is located at the Y 'Ql,ﬁﬁ I
traffic junction of 3 districts, namely ol R "';.",m-‘s"‘ﬂbu B
Happy Valley, Wanchai and " s #* g £l
Causeway Bay. It is easily for one to N %‘ E’-L@ k[

get there by taking the subway to
Causeway Bay Station, get out at
Times Square exit and walk for 3-5

w Xinhua | ﬂﬂ‘ﬁ \, '
minutes, or to get there by tunnel Book Glty ,' 4 b\ &

buses, island buses and tram. For e B MTR Eﬂﬁ*#i g S
detail  transportation  information, lo Stzl:m“;aa)éatﬁ% Al CRAKSIFEIE \ \‘-. e _:::'-':*
please browse CLC website at / Xinhua Book City P \ ¥ %
www.cuhk.edu.hk/cle/ssp_location. /&) CLCICUHK Chinese  seteenes™ g\ |\ "
htm s & '/ Language and Cultural —— = A X
L K " Activity Center T\
7 ’/ 2/F, Xinhua Book City .?FEE%.’H“ ?ﬁ\
I/E 1 Leighton Road X sﬁ&

b) /., /4 \
HOSPITAL E: Causeway Bay, H.K. ‘:ﬁ '\L\
BEE / (from Exit A, within T /
25 4 /" 2.5 minutes walk) A&\
L S L

AR R G TR (P BE R )
Show your CLC@CUHK student card to get discount on purchase
(Based on the final announcement of the Book City)

I$ER
Good news!

Fr# 255 Xinhua Book City
Hri- Address: Fﬁ?ﬁf%ﬁflfﬁ~ P No. 1, Leighton Road, Hong Kong
=" Tel. © 3550 5600
AffF! Website : http://www.newchinabooks.com/xinhua/index-jt.htm (} B«Lfﬁjﬁﬁd Simplified Chinese only)
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Tsim Sha Tsui
Shatin classes

2007 F= 1-4 AP RAEXEIAR B BB EFIE(+2x2FE)

Chinese Language Short Courses in downtown & CUHK Campus (Jan to Apr, 07)

CANTONESE, CHINESE WRITING AND CULTURE COURSES

Non-native Speakers Series RJEﬁ* _;ﬁ |

| Award eligible** EndDate Day |
| . . ' ' ‘Mon, |1330-
062-CAN2203-01  Chinese reading I NA AJan-07 26-Feb-07 0y, ” 513 40
Foundation Certicate in Cantonese Mon, {1830-
062-CP2101-01 Elementary Cantonese (Non-native Speakers) 4-Jan-07 26-Feb-07 1y 2130 40
062-CP2102-01 | Intermediate Cantonese NA 4-Jan07) 26:Feb-07 10 (18304
062-CAN1103-01 . . Foundation Certificate in Written Chinese/ 1830-
Intyoductlon e Clinese Foundation Certificate in Chinese 4-Tan-07 26-Feb-07 Mon, 2130 40
script and culture . Thu
Language & Culture (non-native speakers)
= j_ i ,?{ DT> DF IR F}J Foundation Certicate in Cantonese 1100
062-CP2101J- 01 4 A" Elementary Cantonese (Non-native Speakers) 6-Jan-07; 21-Apr-07:Sat. 1 400' 40
fgr Japanese speakers

* All classes at 50 minutes per session. Venue: Xinhua Book City, Causewaybay.  Tuition fee: HK$5200

PUTONGHUA (MANDARIN) COURSES

Course code éCourse name Award eligible** Start Date End Date Tlme

Foundation Certificate in 1830-

062-PP2101-01 Elementary Putonghua I Putonghua 2-Jan-07| 16-Feb-07 Tue, Fri 2130 40
(Non-native Speakers)
062-PP2102-01 |Elementary Putonghua IT NA 2Jan07| 16:Feb-07/Tue, Fri |10 40
062-PP0103-01 Intermediate Putonghua I NA 2Jan-07  16-Feb-07 Tue, Fri 130" >C<ii§1yhua Book | 49
: : : Causeway Ba
062-PTH4413-01 News Media & Presentation Skills I gy ALY bl
(For Advanced level students) L 6-Jan-07;  21-Apr-07 Sat 1400 A0

Foundation Certificate in 9-Jan-07 1100-
062-PP2101A-01 iElementary Putonghua I Putonghua ~Jan- 27-Feb-07 Tue, Fri 1400 40
(Non-native Speakers)

Foundation Certificate in 1830- HK Cultural
062-PP2101-01 Elementary Putonghua I Putonghua 17-Jan-07; 30-Mar-07 Wed, Fri 2020 Center, 40
(Non-native Speakers) Tsim Sha Tsui

* All classes at 50 minutes per session.  Tuition fee: HK$5200  ** Subject to course requirements and assessments.

Chinese Dialect Speakers Series f[IB 5 * J4 3]
FEPRTEZCG AL )FEI B TR AR A FRBBERTHFELED -

BT A BGAE! 2007 5 SETNEVEE2007 F O T
R R 17 A
062-PD2101-01 | 1] 9! 3F]22}! S WD L 7-10 B 25 L
062-PD2101-02 | 1’| 10! 35|24 }1 FHZ L 7-10FF REA T 2-6 TPEIE™
062-PD2101-03 | 17/ 10 }! 35|24 F! P gl o L e M B M A . e e M B~ i a2
R A 7
062-PD2102-01 | 17/ 10]! | 35124 S B 6O Wi T 25 | S sy
AR B £ 7
062-PD3103-01 | 17/ 9! | 3522 | 5P gt 7-10 L ipE s
T - R EEE
062-PD0104-01 | 1] 9! \ 3E[ 227! \ L R PP L 7-10 [ \ TE I

V)@ A - 8 HK$4260 » H'%F‘jw&ful% > CEF %Y2), ** Ef‘:fﬁ%iiﬂb:%%/ﬁl eIt

= Enquiry: 2609 6727
fq BEmall clc@cuhk.edu.hk
Affit-Web: www.cuhk.edu.hk/cle
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