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Language Matters is the official Nlewsletter of CLC, which serves as

a student corner for Chinese learners to share their experience and concerns
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From the Editor

Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 3 times a year. Submissions for publication are welcome from all
CLC teachers, students and alumni, as well as those who are involved with either teaching or learning Chinese
(including Putonghua and Cantonese). Please send to:

Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Center

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong

Notes for submission:

1. Language : Either in English or in Chinese.

2. Length : Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.

3. Focus : Should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese, including cultural aspects of language
learning.

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programs and individuals in the field of teaching Chinese as a Second or
Foreign Language, both local and international, in either electronic or printed form.

Address: New Asia--Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center,

The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
Fong Shu Chuen Building,
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

Tel.: (852) 2609 6727
Fax.: (852) 2603 5004
Email: clc@cuhk.edu.hk

Web site: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc

What is expressed by individual contributors only represents the writer's perspective
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FBA vs BEA

Hongkonger vs Japanese
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(Cantonese Program Division ?J\lﬁﬁﬁ 9
Nationality : Japan

Home institution:
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Class No.: CAN 2223
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Right now, | am learning Cantonese at the CLC in Chinese
University. | have been living in Hong Kong for many years, however,
| have only been learning Chinese for 5 months. | think using
Romanization needs a little practice, however, it is really useful
because it helps me know how to say words, making the
pronunciation easier. The 6 tones are a little confusing, especially if
you are a foreigner. I've heard people say that listening and speaking
more Cantonese is very important. | hope that my Cantonese will
improve more and more and soon, | will be able to speak fluently. |
really treasure my opportunity to learn Cantonese at CLC. If you like
challenges, I think you should also try to learn harder.
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| Romanization is Very Useful!
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5 I The Evolution of Chinese Character
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"Leg" and "Foot", a Comparison between Putonghua and Cantonese jﬁ.

[fL =[] Ms. Chen Fan
University Program Instructor
(=)

IR EY ] Mr. Chang Kwun Hung
Cantonese Program Instructor

(HFER)

i éf%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ**Wﬂi%
BeE) - i ¢ MH OF”TF%J' e 1 <
fﬁ”i_xﬁﬂ%‘l [lpjijﬁjﬁ .‘i?—?ﬁ?,ﬂﬁﬂpu
? LEBL T RER AL &2 ’F'J

et R iE B o Fft ’ﬁkﬁ{?l A Fu* &

| gw YRU FUSEL R P SR
T B,
S
&
N

PO B ALORARRE, AU R L R B R

BB R BRI W R R J7+ R R LR o
B PR COMERLFT R R Hﬂ‘*@w? BRI R T o
B0 (RGRETY ©OCHESL T TR L G R SR . P
R N G O SN R i 5 3 Fpa—'\q;go F{Iﬁ:gmﬁ CPHE W
£ BRCRERRI L W R G T RR R R 5
A" PIFRIERR R R TR . H IR T R i GRS S =
S, =R R 3 RIS FII[IJJ‘J]II QL Pl w?JIiF RN MR Ui “= WHE .

TA)
 FURGVIPIGTIF ) BRI SRS D DAL R, SR ERETT - R HGI]
Ao, IR R VR,

6 AT WECAY LR S AW



HAERE ‘2?5"%%9@ !

K EF B
Teaching

| know you are going to ‘love’ me!
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THE APPLICATION OF 'MIND-MAP’ FOR TEACHING CHINESE

AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Presented at New Zealand Association of Language Teachers International Conference 2006, July 2-5, 2006

INTRODUCTION

How are we to help our students to speak or present their
speech fluently in Mandarin (Standard Modern Chinese)
without using a draft? In recent, | have found that the Mind-
Map is an effective technique to help foreign students to
express themselves in Chinese. Mind-Map has been
popularised by Tony Buzan, the father of Mind-Map, and his
theory has been widely applied in European countries and
American. Many researchers have agreed that Mind-Map can
help students to have better comprehension in reading, writing
and summarising the content or ideas for active learning and
creative thinking (Peterson & Snyder, 1998; Mento, Martineli &
Jones, 1999; Wycoff, 1991; Kellogg, 1990; Hyerle, D., 1996;
Sharples, 1999; Bartlett, 2000). Some have focused on
particular aspects, such as: Writing training (Wycoff, 1991,
Xijin Xie, 1995; Bartlett, 2000; KaWa Ho, 2000a, 2000b,
2001a, 2001b;Leong laocheng , 2000); Analysis of the
structure of literary works (Education and Manpower Bureau,
S.A.R., Hong Kong, 2003); Adult education (Mento, Martineli
&Jones, 1999); Memory (Steyn, Boer & Ann, 1998); Teaching
Mandarin as a foreign language (Qi Wang, 2004, 2005). The
works of these researchers have shown that Mind-Map is a
way of thinking three dimensionally and presenting information
that shows the overall structure of the topic, assisting in recall
and understanding.

APPLICATION

For the past few years | have applied the theory of Mind-Map
and used it to teach foreigners of different nationalities and
levels, especially the Elementary Mandarin Courses and
Advanced Mandarin Courses, such as Speaking and Writing
(Qi Wang, 2004) and News Media (Qi Wang, 2005). As a
visual learning and thinking tool, | think Mind-Map is easy to
draw on for both teachers and students.

- For the students at elementary level, | need to (1) summarise
the key knowledge of one lesson (new words, language
points, text) by a mind-map; (2) construct visual and
meaningful relationships; (3) build images, colours, lines,
arrows, branches to indicate connections. | usually draw the
Mind-Map and show it to them at the beginning. After getting
used to the method, students can draw a Mind-Map
themselves.

- For the advanced level. first | introduce the rules of Mind-
Map. Then | try to draw a mindmap to summarise the news
text or the essay students want to present. By comparing the
headline in list format with the Mind-Map one, the students
found that they could identify and understand the structure of
a subject and the way that pieces of information fit together
faster than before. | have also shown them how to use
colours, lines, and arrows to connect the central image (topic)
with the key words and ideas.

After about three years of applying Mind-Map in teaching
Mandarin, | found that adopting Mind-Map to teach Mandarin
as a foreign language shows more advantages than the
common model.

= %j:flﬁr] Ms. Wang QI
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For the elementary level

As a teacher, | think it is easier for me to teach by using Mind-
Map. It is most effective when the teacher introduces the new
lesson by using a Mind-Map. Students can understand, rework
and remember new information. And class participation tends
to increase as they write down the topics and think up new
and related branches or ideas. They can build a Mind-Map in
their brain and, as a result, they will get a deeper impression
through the process. Teaching by Mind-Map, the students can

concentrate in the classroom instead of taking a lot of time to
take notes.

About 100 students’ feedback showed the same viewpoint as
mine. More than half the students think that Mind-Map is a
good method for students to learn as well as for teachers to
teach. The method can help them in different sessions (such
as introduction, revision and situations etc.), making it easier
for students to understand the main points and think about
and organize the topic. The method also helps them to
remember the main part of the lesson and review what they
have learned that day after going home.

For the advanced level

| have applied Mind-Map in two main courses which are
Speaking and Writing and News Media. In News Media, | have
encouraged the students to use a Mind-Map to summarize the
headline of a news text, instead of reading the texts one by
one and writing down a list headline, which usually can take
them up to 2-3 hours to finish reading a news text of three A4
pages. After practice using Mind-Maps, the students can
summarise the same amount of text within 30 minutes by
themselves (Qi Wang, 2005). In the Speaking and Writing
course, students usually prefer to present by reading the
essay, but there is no interaction with the listener in that way
(eye-contact, response, body language etc.). After using a
mind-map to present, all the students (nine in each class)
thought that Mind-Map can help the speaker to associate
ideas and assist them to construct a structured essay plan and
improve their speaking skills. As listeners, a Mind-Map can
help them to understand more easily. This can lead to more
interaction between the speaker and the listener, and make
the atmosphere of the classroom warmer (Qi Wang, 2004).

CONCLUSION

The application of mind-mapping to the teaching of Mandarin
is a new experiment. Further adjustment needs to be made to
improve the application of mind-maps in teaching. | conclude,
however, that Mind-Map is an effective tool for both teacher
and students, and | hope to see more related research in this
area in the future.

8 Froev WECAY a5 AP

(Reference books are omitted)




ﬁv!ﬁ\"‘ IP "~
Activities & News

'f% —3_'5& %{ El_ﬁ é'% CLC Exemplary Teaching Award 2005-2006

Bk | U GPEH - E 4 R P A
RV N A S SRR SR
TR T R R0 ﬁﬂ%“ PR SR
(AR & IRV 25 o T R OS]
R IR U TRl e R ISR o
TR pOEE9t SR %J?‘fﬁy%,‘ ﬂitﬂﬁuﬂrﬁrﬁlf
AR [PV 5 TR TR Ay R e 7
oz Eﬂ‘ifléﬁ WAL T A .
W R STHEIHE T DR ’?Eﬁ . il’ﬁn 1%,4 I L ] SRS

I

>..

E5 Hf) R& New Teachers

B N SRS E VR L SRER E'**”P@*T:: RN L
-E-a“ﬁ BPZIFE W ) 5 gw;iig? P > IS S R Te E  AY %u Wﬁw;ﬁ;
475 ‘Cream’, 1994 & % fHzE T X g fUS T SR U, *’?&flﬂﬁ LTS B F‘V’I??Ffr*e’g j
ﬂ STV B [»Eﬁﬁ*q A ::"T BRI R (B - @l(“ LA T [395H ,Jﬁ«tnpﬁ
B *%Flli F.AwNE. BAEHE. i?*ﬁuppﬁ* ’ lﬁké’i;e’fﬁ“?ﬂl”'p%ﬁ“‘”l mﬁmo ‘/’7-‘*‘
Eifﬁ%*[ﬁ**@\%ﬁ\[?,dr*b Mgkl TR glﬂx FERIET (= g #%ypuﬁe%? A - Jf ¥
;gg:ﬁrr [, 1¢ﬁ§“p r EIIIHF?::P"EW’:“&?@@a B YRR *”J ok IE“ ai,?mi ° IF_EJ%WE@FPO i
B AL 9 BRI (0 GO O R -

:.':: ﬁlé"f%ﬁﬁ‘? éf i % A=k JLlifztﬂiiéé‘ Pyfigr a1 *EJF?‘I ;""ET'*%K‘* fﬂ IHR" g ?HHI[ES«‘
”*F‘Fu'mﬁl* D EORLT e f&‘* BT E [ BREL EPATA

E.':E T E T - %TUE“’F”“’ (s, Pk ;%5‘ ”fméﬁ”plﬁlﬁﬂ’?’ i
E el T R fww pr g, [,

S ﬁéﬁa?ﬂﬂqﬂﬁl ,zg;; ‘T@@T”L
1 wumﬂﬁ 5 by RS
E’%Eﬁ'ﬁﬂjﬁ MHFU%

—v

LRttt L At

=

=
L L E L A P e R

=

R o R S

By By By By By By By By
Ly

A A A

(Lt

'-Z'
by
by
by
by
by
by
by
by
by
by
by
g
Y
Y
Y

et
L

fﬁ&a}k H HF ({%@’m i* 9:&1 ﬂr i ﬂﬁﬁ;) fll'rggjggwgzﬁr | (2
Ms. Lee Yin Ping, Cream Ms. Wang Rong _ Ms_ Kung Lan La_m_ .
(University Program Division) (Putonghua Program Division) (UniversityProgram Division)

Language Matters Spring 2007 9



/J.B

ﬁv%‘r‘ p ~
Activities & News

% @El Elﬁ(?;ﬁ%tb% The 4™ CU Speech Contest

O R i L e g N %%% AU A
29 frERE, wﬂ\[as«wzxﬂﬁf%i‘f FE RS A S R CRYRDRIEIL. [ | s
BT . *?‘?ﬁ* PR R L %Kﬂi%h'*?rﬁ“mm‘/*’ 17 R IR T P
WA A5 RIS A FREHRRECE [ RBTESRET. [ A [

\)
)

I

A A

4 [ ISR 9T 2047 & A v, BB - B
(BB (s, 25 OV | 2047 e f7F f%ﬁ
BT, i rﬁff > TR 2 4 | ST o 5 o |

J—Ewwdwuﬂgﬁ‘ﬁzgﬁmw]ﬁaw‘
%o I - %funakwaﬂﬁr%%¢ e
% %ﬁmw?@ww’ww HRTEE | it

IIBE"IIPH%F?W%PHFJ"IEHH - [k, ,
I PP, 1 o (% B I ——————
kwiw_mzm7ﬁwﬁﬂ i ﬂf%%m%EW SURRESS (1)) T4
PGB P PRI . BT e — s
- , PSR - )RR
Y R TR, | @«@,%q%w@ ﬁﬁé‘mlﬁr@wig
LG D ST g it oA (Ll (Mg
R E BT PR AR BT - P e ® o WRpRESE o S T PR
I DI R R | ey [Eiaiin GeN Ut
T A T 2047 i e g, poats e
P:ljc
BT 1. AT TR 2 S R LR 585 - T YD e
Tl () » i b o s BRI A s g ey
b LR e Yrﬁé TR 1 %~ o RS 1Y
el ﬁM?%%ﬁMW? OB e~ SRR IR
e s e BT S I T S, TR 5]
+ YIS 2043 B S A Bz s i b s 1R R

F, B FRIE S BRI TU%

ﬂwg’yww”kv.swpkyw4 it o S BB RAN? 2 7 % ¢ L
& T B {H‘fﬂ(ﬂ]h F i @P’Lpﬁﬁ IE'IE Fode ML % *ﬁ,“f& YIRS - F
%F 7':?% PGF‘H: F _Ef' I,fﬁly‘ ! P F[Pﬁ > [E%PEI Lfﬁ ZH?‘KPIJ@%I'%‘T‘E 5 Pmljé\%—f%i i %‘} JJ—AJ |%4f7\| V)
YA [fHE?UPﬁQFﬁLE R P R AN SN E R RN EY o R
TRT | AL
S o [T - U e . (B SSF DI (R ool snpet ~ s
P PRI TG IR iR > 2047 - AT, SR

10 #oed B Y S F LA



Judges, Guests, Hello!

Today | want to talk about Hong Kong in 2047.
Listen closely, because I'm not telling you my
guesses. | absolutely, without a doubt know how
Hong Kong will be in 2047. You may ask, “How do
you know?” Well, allow me to tell you!

One day, while | was walking around Shatin,
thinking about how to write this speech, it just so
happened that | bumped into a guy who said he was
from the future! | immediately thought, “Wow! This
guy can definitely help me!” But how do | know he’s
really from the future? He could be a liar... so | asked
him for proof. Actually, he said he had a lot, but he
only let me see a newspaper from 2047.

This paper was called the Apple South China
Ming Morning Daily (a combination of several HK
paper's names). The biggest headline was written in
English, and said, “Hong Kong Island is Lost.”

Whoa! That huge?? That serious?! | wanted to
open the second page and see the detailed news, but
who knew that the paper only had one page??

The guy from the future said, “Look, this paper
uses electronic ink.” He touched the paper, and it
automatically changed pages. 2047’'s technology is
quite advanced!

After finishing the article, | was really scared.
Because of global warming, sea levels rose, and as
expected, Hong Kong Island was finally submerged.
Luckily, they were able to save Kowloon and the New
Territories, but not a lot of people could live there,
because it was dangerous above ground.
Dangerous? Why dangerous?

The person from the future explained, the third
world war was just finished in 2043. At the end,
Taiwan was nuked, and Hong Kong received
radiation. A lot of people died, and a lot a folks
emigrated. The poor people didn't have money, so
they couldn't go. So the government built some
homes underground for them. Hong Konger’s lives
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2047

have really changed! That's not all; they also can't eat
seafood, because the fish are irradiated. They can
only eat vegetables and fruit; meat is no longer an
option.

The newspaper also said, the skyscrapers would
all be torn down by the government. 2047's Hong
Kong can't live in them, there’s no one to maintain
them, so they'll get more and more dilapidated,
therefore tearing them down is best. The government
will also tear up the KCR (commuter railroad), but
Kowloon's subway they'll leave, being underground,
the people can use this method of transport.

Waaaa... | really don’'t know what to say. Hong
Kong, without seafood, without skyscrapers, without
crowds, well, how can that even be called Hong
Kong!? It's quite hard to imagine! Quite tragic!

Suddenly, two cops came over and told me, this
guy escaped from a mental institution! He’s not really
from the future, he’s crazy! Oh no! I've been tricked!

The police arrested him and were going to bring
him back to the mental institute, but they didn’t take
the newspaper. Right before he left, the guy from the
future said to me, “Sir, believe me or not, it's your
choice. But it's there in black and white, can you even
presume to refute that?”

Everyone, what do you say, who should |
believe? The cops or the guy from the future? Now,
newspapers, academic journals, they are all always
giving out warnings, if we don't protect the
environment now, what consequences will there be? |
really don’t want to believe them.

But, there’s one thing | can tell you. For my own
personal safety, when 2047 comes around, |
definitely won’t be in Hong Kong. Thank you all.

A FFFH Yu, Wing Kei
Nationality : USA

Home institution :
Rice University

Study period in CLC Cantonese Division :
September 2006 up to now (CAN 4515)
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Cultures of learning: Chinese versus Western

A Academic Forum

Speaker: Prof. Huhua OUYANG (PhD) [ TH7EZ 754

Abstract: This talk focuses on how learners perceive what
counts as ideal learning and ideal teachers. The speaker
discussed the differences of Chinese culture of learning and
that of the western from a contrastive perspective. Using
Discourse System and Contrastive Community of Practices
as a framework, the speaker outlined the differences in terms
of educational ideology, nature of inquiry, socialization
process, leadership style, teachers-students communication
discourse, and interpersonal relationship or face/guanxi. Data
from two empirical case studies were presented to illustrate
how the culture-specific assumptions and expectations are at
work from the learners’ perspective and how teachers should e
address the needs of the western students learning Chinese .« 1iuhua OUYANG (left 3, front row), Dr. Weiping Wu (left 4,
language and culture. front row) and CLC's instructors.
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Professional Workshop on Linguistics and Teaching CSL
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1) EENG Shengli, Harvard University, {595 #[|55#% PFIIE’J*’\E’*’ » F [
THE GRAMMATICAL FEATURES OF SOUND IN TEACHING CSL (CLAL)

2) GU Yang, Chinese University of Hong Kong Ei[f554% » & Hip 1 ~58 FK'
CHINESE TEMPORAL STRUCTURE AND ITS IMPLICATION IN CLT

3) LU Jianming, Beijing University[i f@fH754% » =i A5 > flisl
%i?ﬁ?ﬁi%ﬁ (On the Teaching & Research of Vocabulary)

4) TENG Shouhsin, National Taiwan Normal University &\ f5754% » B ¢ i as 55 > 719
TYPES AND LEVELS OF MEANINGS: IMPLICATIONS FOR L2 CHINESE INSTRUCT[ON

5) WU Weiping, Chinese University of Hong Kong %fﬁj‘iﬁj , FK[?%HI[RT/ A, Fﬁ,
PRAGMATICS AS THE GUIDING PRINCIPLE IN KEY AREAS OF LANGUAGE
LEARNING AND TEACHING

6) SHI Dingxu, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 7 -5 » ?‘%% 7F§'
VARIATIONS OF WRITTEN CHINESE AND ITS IMPLICATIONS IN CSL
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The New Asia - Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Professional Workshop on Linguistics and Teaching CSL
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2007 Chinese Language Summer School
Putonghua Cantonese English

. Updates

\l

Targets: Current university students, high schools students, working people from abroad or Hong Kong are
welcomed. Credit transfer is possible for current university students*.

Schedules:

Program name

. Levels available**

| Date (2007)

Regular Summer term

May 14-August 3 (12 weeks)

All levels for CAN & PTH

Sl

June 18-29 (2 weeks)

Intermediate to Advanced PTH

S2 & CUHK international
Summer School

July 3-31 (4-5 weeks)

L1-4 for PTH
L1-2 for CAN

Pragmatic Internship in
China (PRINCH)

August 4-10 (1 week language immersion programme for

Putonghua students)

PTH L2 or above

L1-2 for both CAN & PTH.

S3 S3a — August 6-24 (3 weeks, for non-native speakers only)
(English courses are S3b- August 13-24 (2 weeks, for native Chinese speakers only)
available with S3a) Optional cultural tour to mainland China — Aug. 25-26

* Please consult your corresponding college first ** Subject to minimum class size.

Social English courses to be provided by
CUHK English Language Teaching Unit

Chinese Language Summer School (Daytime Courses): www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/summer.htm
(English, Japanese and Korean version available)

Chinese Language Evening Courses (for both native & non-native speakers, classes in Apr-June & July — Sep):
www.cuhk.edu.hk/e ssp.htm

CUHK International Summer School (Business, Humanities & Chinese Languages): www.cuhk.edu.hk/osp
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