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Language Matters is the official Nlewsletter of CLC, which serves as
e astudent corner for Chinese learners to share their experience and concerns

e a platform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share views
e aresearch corner to share notes on language and culture Editor/= 5
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CLC activities and news in teaching CFL. Ms. Doris WONG

From the Editor

Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 3 times a year. Submissions for publication are welcome from all
CLC teachers, students and alumni, as well as those who are involved with either teaching or learning Chinese
(including Putonghua and Cantonese). Please send to:

Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Center

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong

Notes for submission:
1. Language : Either in English or in Chinese.

2. Length : Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.
3. Focus : Should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese, including cultural aspects of language
learning.

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programmes and individuals in the field of teaching Chinese as a Second
or Foreign Language, both local and international, in either electronic or printed form.

Address : New Asia--Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Fong Shu Chuen Building
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

Tel. 1 (852) 2609 6727
Fax. : (852) 2603 5004
Email . clc@cuhk.edu.hk

Web site : http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc

What is expressed by individual contributors only represents the writer's perspective, please note source if quoted from Language Matters.
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My Experience in Learning Cantonese
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Living in Hong Kong | have had no need to
move house. My house is quite comfortable,
therefore | don’t want to find a new residence.
Outside of my house there’s a garden and in front of
my door there’s also four or five pot-plants. But my
friend, who is also living in Hong Kong, often moves
her house. | will tell my experience of helping my
friend to move house.

Previously my friend lived at Tai Po, but two
years ago he needed to return to Canada and live
there for one year, then return to Hong Kong again.
He decided to put many things at my house in the
storage room; for example the washing machine,
refrigerator, one bed and many miscellaneous items.
After he’'d been in Canada for one year, another
friend who lives in Hong Kong helped him to find a
new unit. This new unit is nearby to Chai Wan, really
a long way from my home in Yuen Long!

| helped him to go to the real estate agency in
Chai Wan to pay the deposit, rent in advance and
pick up the key. | also met the landlord there. She
said the house we were renting was very good
because renovations had just been done; painting,
etc. We also chatted about who needed to pay the
water, rates, electricity bill and gas fee. After that, |
helped my friend to sign a rental agreement for one
year.

We decided we needed to rent a truck to take
the things to Chai Wan. Compared to my friend, |
speak Cantonese better, therefore he asked me to
call a truck company and ask them how much it was
to rent a truck for half a day. | called a few truck

g 4§l
Ledarning

companies and compared them. They asked me
many questions, for example, “where do you want to
go?”, “what do you need to move?”, etc. | really
didn’'t know how to answer these questions because
| hadn’t been to his new house! | didn’t even know if
you could park a truck nearby! However, | said, “it's
a very easy job. You don’t need to worry. The driver
also doesn’t need to worry!”

Our company agreed to come to my house and
pick up the things, therefore that day | got up early to
prepare my friend’s things and some house cleaning
things. Together, the truck driver and my friend put
the things in the truck, then the three of us went to
Chai Wan together. In myself | felt it was funny,
because in Australia we wouldn't ride in the removal
truck. But | thought this way is really very good,
because when we got to Chai Wan, | could help to
move the things down and put it next to the lift. The
driver of the moving company didn’t wear a top, and
he worked very quickly! | felt he wasn't really very
careful! After he received the money, then he left as
quickly as possible!

My friend and | slowly used the lift to move the
things upstairs, and then place them inside his
house. The house wasn't cleaned yet, so all
afternoon we did housework and arranged the
house. At 8pm, everything was in place, so we went
to the supermarket to buy good and put it in the
refrigerator. Another friend also came and helped to
hang some new curtains. | felt my Canadian friend
was really lucky, because he has such good friends!

| also felt the moving company was really okay,
they helped me to move a lot of stuff, so my house
isn't so cluttered. To rent the truck also wasn't very
expensive. Besides, they had to pay the tunnel fee.
Now my friend who returned from Canada lives in
the new house in Chai Wan. It's very convenience.
She’s very happy and satisfied — but still hasn’t
asked me out for a meal®©
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Travelling in China : Some Suggestions & oros erieecs
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The Evolution of Chinese Character
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Comparison Between Putonghua and Cantonese

15 aEf]] Ms. Wan Ka Man
Cantonese Programme Division
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=[] Ms. Chen Fan J=ER ] Mr. Chang Kwun Hung
University Programme Division Cantonese Programme Division
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1. to make one’s mouth water /.a
g ﬁﬂp'l[ 1=}« tansaai hauséui

BEH % yan tumo
ZA\ Taijyuh gamdo hou sihk ge
yéh, kéuih tansaai hauséui.

£ SRR o
T B
¥ géﬁgééﬁ

She is mouth-watering when watching the dishes in front of her.

2. to choke oneself
[&% " yé zhao le FR% kangchan
Kéuih sihkdak taai faai la,

kangchan tim.

LA P S % SIS

She chokes herself because she eats too fast.

3. to have a taut face

s#% béng lian YR nd maaih faai mihn
Kéuih namaaih faai mihn

gam wah, “hdak.”

e > r—T‘f;J o

{HIF™ {59 sanhah tiuh leih

Kéuih sanhah tiuh leih,
jidou jihgéi gongcho yéh la.

4. to put one’s tongue out

H —F", P! ti shétou
R S R

5. to hold a cigarette in one’s mouth
&2 1% daamjyuh ji yin
Néih tai goégo yahn

daamjyuh j1 yin, daht
chéut go téuhnaahm, géi

wahtdaht aak.
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It looks too bad for him to hold a cigarette in this manner.
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Your View of Language as the Compass for Language Teaching and Acquisition
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Programme Marketing Workshop in Europe

Ellen Mak, the Administration Head of the Center joined the
biggest fair between educators and agencies held in Berlin,
Germany on November 2 - 4, 2008. An inspiring feature
presentation “Get ahead! Learn Chinese, the world’'s new
second language” had been given to participants from the 5
continents. Appointments had been scheduled with more
than 40 education agencies from the following countries (in
alphabetical order) Belgium,
Brazil, Canada, Finland, France,
Germany, India, Italy, Japan,
Jordan, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, US,
UK, Russia and Venezuela. Many
participants had Iearned Chlna o

and they were first timer in sending
students abroad for Chinese |
language study. They were glad to‘&
add “Hong Kong”, a China’s
special administrative region into
their feature list.
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CSL Students from
HKIED visited CLC

More than 30 students and teachers
specialized in Teaching Chinese as a
Second/Foreign Language (CSL) from
the HKIED visited CLC on 13 February
2009. Amongst were current teachers
serving the non-local minorities (South
Asian decent) in local primary and
secondary schools, and students from
local and mainland China who aimed at
Chinese teaching profession. The
Steering Committee of the Center
extended its warm welcome to the group
and introduced them to the programme
development, facilities, textbooks and
assessment tools in the Center. The
group also delightfully exchanged ideas
and experiences with the teaching

division heads.

RSBSOS 3

Language Matters Spring 2009 13



R
Activities & News

PRI
Spring Party 2009

o TR AT F] T o S IR R )
*ﬂlgﬂgﬁ'i S

ﬂ ﬁ”‘%Efé*&"ﬁQ SFERESE 4 ?FEJETT Flevds e

1. B2 B VIF. R RN P i ﬁ%{

ii@?? “*J %‘V“Eﬂhw‘f qua:gzﬂrﬁ%@;&@wﬂ s
=, *]JFI g'%ﬂjﬁ - & aal”jlﬁﬁ“?%hﬂ@'d’l RiEE

Hipss %*Edﬁ%iigﬁ VIt N b A Tk

ks L'JEZHFIFWT” o PO aﬂzﬁ % IO, P

%;f—ﬁ;ﬁuﬁl# l-‘I E S -¢F;} FﬁE' @\ﬂ[r“l ] EJ ﬁ{ﬂ—%gﬁﬁk/m #h

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/09_springparty.htm, .

14 Froed EE AV SrER Fotu



B 45 91 13 8

P

Activities & News

AERTERE R (FAEE) FUNpaR2s L XF2 FER T UL
S FHPERNE D AR W
We would like to express our sincere thanks to the Dransfield Food & Beverage Ltd. for their
generosity in sponsoring this evening’s drinks.

We also would like to thank all the teachers and students for contributing food
and all their efforts in making this evening a success.
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Which CUHK Summer Chinese Language Programme fits you?

F—HEHEZHRERFFEESR ?

U TS ; -
|f you are not a current college students and are over 15 years old ¢ | (&R Zagl| b, JEAFn$Ls S

Non-native Chinese S1: Jun 2-29 (5 week) S2: Jul 2 - Aug 3 (5 weeks) S3a: Aug 5 - 18 (2 weeks)
speakers (ZEE 55 A ) Summer Institute (Secondary 5-7

students only) : Jul 17 - Aug 1

Regular Summer Term: Jun 2 - Aug 10 (10 weeks)

B YA AFFFETEI 20 F1-9 5 26 |
RIS SR (Ul o 8 ) ST E 17 -8 ] 1
If you are a current college student from a local or oversea university < RPN A S L S

Non-native Chinese S1: Jun 2 - 29 (5 week) ISS: Jul 2 - Aug 3 (5 weeks) ISS-CLP: Aug 5 - 26 (3 weeks)

speakers (ZF& 5 * 1)
Regular Summer Term: Jun 2 - Aug 10 (10 weeks)

B Bl SR T £ 20 F1-9 £ 26 !

Non-native Chinese ISS: Jul 2 - Aug 3 | ISS-CLP: Aug 5 - 26
speakers (7 ?Fr, M) (5 weeks) (3 weeks)

Vgt FI= 2592 R o I e R

Enquiry

- Chlnese Language Center (CLC) Fr7Zf| I[ES«[—JTI/TJT: AR www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc Tel: 2609 6727
- Office of Summer Programmes (OSP)&4 HAZ! %ﬁ 2" www.cuhk.edu.hk/osp Tel: 2696 1826

Deadline of Application & [F £, | I H

- ISS (International Summer School) April 30, 2009

- ISS-CLP (International Summer School Chinese Language Programmes): May 31, 2009

- Other Chinese language programmes: (non HKID holder) at least 2 months before the programme starts.
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