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Language Matters is a CLC Newsletter, which is

T D a platform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share views
Happy Hew Toar

o a workshop for awareness of basics in testing

U a student corner for Chinese learners to share their experience and concerns
. an update with comments on all teaching materials

. a bulletin board to publicize all CLC related news and activities

Teaching / F|R'PY
Teacher's forum, for TCFSL teachers to exchange views and share experience.
Testing / %?,?ﬁﬂ?ﬁ
For discussions on issues related to testing.
Learning / 2% [Py
Student corner for CLC students to share their learning experience.
Materials / %’H[’”ﬁﬁl
Updates, comments and issues related to teaching materials in TCFSL.
Activities / [[I-@IfE

CLC academic activities (e.g. conferences, services, research outcome, etc.)

From the Editor

Starting in 2003, Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 4 times a year.
Submissions for publication are welcome from all CLC teachers and students,
as well as those who are involved with either teaching or learning Chinese
(including Putonghua and Cantonese). All submissions should be sent to:

Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Center

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong

Please note the following when sending us any submissions:

1. Language: Either in English or in Chinese.
2. Length: Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.
3. Focus: should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese,

including cultural aspects of langauge learning.

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programs and individuals in the field
of teaching Chinese as a Second or Foreign Language, both local and
international, in either electronic or printed form.

New Asia--Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong,

Fong Shu Chuen Building,

Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

(852) 2609 6727

(852) 2603 5004

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc

clec@cuhk.edu.hk
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The first question most people ask when
they find out that | study Chinese is- “Why
Chinese?” Although it is rather apparent after a
short glance at me that | have no blood relatives
of Chinese ancestry, that question always seems
a bit strange to me. As the fourth largest country
in the world, China is home to over one billion
people who speak various dialects of Chinese.
That doesn’'t even begin to include other
countries such as Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Mongolia, the Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan,
and Thailand, who are also home to a large
number of Chinese speakers. Obviously,
considering such factors as globalization,
knowledge of Chinese gives one a unique
perspective to look into today’s Asian world and
market. Relevant issues of distance aside,
wouldn’t it make more sense to ask someone
“Why not Chinese?”

With that stated -- the task of actually
learning Chinese, like any other language, is not
an easy one. Yes, it does take a great deal of
time and effort if one desires to be conversant or
even literate, but people from all over the world
can and do become just that on a consistent
basis.

My own classroom experience, which was
geared towards those ends, (of becoming
conversant and literate,) has involved many
hours practicing tones, learning vocabulary and
trying to remember grammatical structures.
(Some of which | know | have already forgotten!)
Progressing through earlier pin-yin texts that
recounted the misadventures of foreigners living
abroad in China, to more strictly “Chinese” and
historical texts in simplified and traditional
characters—learning to comprehend the ideas
that the language conveys has been nothing
short of a process.

A natural part of that process, mistakes are
just waiting to be made by beginners and
advanced students alike, whether in tone,
pronunciation, or character recognition. | know |
have made my share of mistakes both in and out
of class (some hilarious, and others simply
embarrassing,) but it's important to remember
that using any language is a skill which must be
learned. That is to say, people aren’t just born as
wonderful speakers or writers. Instead, they
have learned to be those speakers and writers

Why (Chi

Shawn Prather F!I [[]
PTH 4409
(Fall Term 2002-2003)

of high quality through exposure and practice.

It is in part my desire to learn and
comprehend the ideas bundled up in Chinese
and it's mindset, that prompted me to seek
exposure to the language and it's people through
a more direct route- study abroad! Under the
guidance and encouragement of my language
teachers at home, | headed briefly to Mainland
China last summer. | cannot stress enough how
much my studies there gave me a better
understanding of the language.

Being surrounded by Chinese in Beijing and
Shanghai was a wonderful experience that
enabled me to learn both more quickly and more
in depth the Chinese | had already studied at my
home university. | found not only a sense of self-
satisfaction in using the language there to survive,
but also an appreciation for the culture and the
people by the time | left, that | hadn’t expected to
be there beforehand.

Here in Hong Kong the interplay between
East and West is fascinating. @ Whereas in
Mainland China, Chinese was a necessity and
also the norm, here in Hong Kong there aren’t the
same language requirements or expectations.
That isn’t to say that | am not still surrounded by
the language, because now although English and
Cantonese both rank in before Mandarin, the
characters are an every-day part of life here. | do
indeed still struggle with Chinese these days,
(reading, speaking and writing,) down at the
Chinese Language Center in Chung Chi—I guess
it's all part of that process. Working with a great
team of teachers, however, I'm on my way to
studying Chinese in a more applied fashion that
considers both current events and cultural
activities. As a result, nowadays it's almost
difficult to glance at a newspaper or watch a
movie or television (with all of those subtitles,)
and not understand some part of what is going on
just from the characters.

In many senses, I'm a long way from where |
started my Chinese studies. Realizing that | still
have a long way yet to go if | want to be fluent
though, | can only look back and smile at my
progress and then look ahead with a direction
and determination to follow through. That has
been my experience studying Chinese, and it's
not over yet!
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% F Ifs[rjﬁa"—[ Daily Conversation [ 7
EPﬁ A CLC
II:H 4 (- ) Kung Fu (1) An Elementary Chinese Text CLC
H‘& e ) EXWT?“ Workbook for Kung Fu (1) CLC
% () W‘lﬂ Listening Comprehension Exercises for KF (1) CLC
4 (Z ) Kung Fu (2) CLC
£ e ) XWT?“ Workbook for Kung Fu (2) CLC

o e G iyt N W‘F—’,‘ Listening Comprehension Exercises for KF (2) CLC

¢

Information in this column is provided by Ms. Chu Hsiao-mi.
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Charity Walk e o el ™
There were over 50 CLC people, including teachers, students, staff
and their families participating in the Round-the-CU Walkathon on
23" February 2003 to raise funds for the Cancer Center of the
University’s Faculty of Medicine. This event was one of the
University’s 40" Anniversary celebration activities. A total of 26
teams from the University, local schools and other organizations
participated in the walkathon.

Compared to other teams, CLC team was not big enough to make a
spectacle of ourselves, but with our vivid red CLC T-shirts we did
attract a lot of attention on that day.
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sclal Program {o @@H@[}@lf
PP our 40th Anniversary,; o 4‘@

S

Talking about the Anmversary of the Chinese University, some of you may not realize that
this year is also the 40" Anniversary of the New Asia—Yale-in- Chma Chinese Language
Center. CLC has planned a series of activities to celebrate her 40" birthday. Our special
celebration program includes year-long academic forums and various Special Interest
Group for academic discussions, cultural activities, and a celebration gathering that will
feature graduation ceremony, presentation of Exemplary Teaching Award, gathering of
CLC alumni, performance by CLC students and staff, display of CLC publications and
achievements, and many more. Well-designed CLC souvenirs will also be available at
various locations where activities are held. Please check our web site and forthcoming
Newsletters for specific time, place and activities.
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cLC Language Corner

Have you ever noticed that
there is a language corner on
each floor of CLC?
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HIfll (Kunqu Opera)
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Kunqu has a history of five to six hundred years and is esteemed as “the ﬂ Ei
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Mother of All Traditional Operas”. It is a unique and exquisite form of
dramatic art that incorporates literature, music, dance, and fine arts, 1 —
iHF (New Year)
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interpreted through singing, enunciation, acting and martial arts.
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Do you know the story of “Nlhn”(nlan) why Chinese like to?
fire a cracker on the Chinese New Year Eve and why they-
like to dress in red during New Year time?
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TREERUFEFL TS (Some Technlques for Being Happy)
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There are many techniques to help you remain happy, for
example, be helpful to others, learn to share your
happiness with others, be forgiving and always have a
sense of humour.
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cLC Seminars and Ac
Date Descriptions
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Information in this column is provided by Ms. Chu Hsiao-mi ﬁi



