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Language Matters is the official Newsletter of CLC, which serves as
e astudent corner for Chinese learners to share their experience and concerns
e aplatform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share views

e aresearch corner to share notes on language and culture

e abulletin board to publicize CLC activities and related news in our field

Editor/2 iﬁr'}
Dr. Weiping WU
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_ _ _ _ Associate Edltorlﬁ
For CLC students and alumni to share their learning experience.

Ms. CHEN Fan
Teaching 7/ F5f|wEY Editorial Board/if %
For Chinese teachers to exchange views. Mr. LIU Jian

o o Ms. SHEN Minyu
Research / & Y[R Ms. XIE Chun Ling

For discussions on language and culture. Ms. MAK Suet Chi, Ellen

Activities & News / Byfe= [FE Production/#] &
CLC activities and news in teaching CFL. Ms. Doris WONG

From the Editor

Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 3 times a year. Submissions for publication are welcome from all
CLC teachers, students and alumni, as well as those who are involved with either teaching or learning Chinese
(including Putonghua and Cantonese). Please send to:

Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Centre

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong

Notes for submission:
1. Language : Either in English or in Chinese.

2. Length : Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.
3. Focus : Should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese, including cultural aspects of language
learning.

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programmes and individuals in the field of teaching Chinese as a Second
or Foreign Language, both local and international, in either electronic or printed form.

Address : Yale-China Chinese Language Centre
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Fong Shu Chuen Building
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

Tel. . (852) 2609 6727
Fax : (852) 2603 5004
Email : clc@cuhk.edu.hk

Web site : http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc

What is expressed by individual contributors only represents the writer's perspective, please note source if quoted from Language Matters.
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Nationality : U.K.

For the past 7 years, the Hong Kong government has generated
a budget surplus. This year's surplus will be in excess of HK$71
billion, and after 7 years, the amount in the government's reserves is
around HK$580 billion, or approximately US$75.4 billion.

In March of this year, the government said that at the end of the
year it would hand out $6000 to every HK permanent resident. It
announced the details of the handout in mid-June. Starting at the end
of November, payments will be issued via bank transfer or cheques
sent to the applicants' designated post office. HK permanent
residents currently living in mainland China or overseas can also
register for the handout, but their payment must be made into a Hong
Kong account in Hong Kong Dollars.

So, is the government's method of distributing the handout fair?
Those who have lived in Hong Kong for less than 7 years are not
Permanent Residents, and therefore are ineligible for the handout.
One-way permit holders from mainland China also cannot get the
money. But these people also contribute to the Hong Kong society &
economy, so it seems as though the government didn't think this
through, and chose the easiest & most convenient method for them
to implement. Therefore | disagree with the government's plan; non-
permanent residents don't benefit, while permanent residents living
overseas--some for a long time--get looked after very well by the
government in this scheme.

Another question is: is $6000 enough? For small purchases, a
holiday, 1-2 months' rent, it would be enough, but is it enough for
reducing Hong Kong's poverty gap? How can $6000 help the poor to
be financially comfortable, to buy their own home? Hong Kong does
not have enough affordable housing, so many people have to
increasingly high rents, or live in inadequate housing--cage homes,
in the worst cases.

| wish that the government would instead use the surplus money
to build more houses for the Home Ownership Scheme. Another
way to better spend the surplus is to pass the money on as overtime
pay to workers earning a minimum wage (aka "grassroots workers").
These distribution methods would be better at solving the most
serious social problems in Hong Kong today.

4 Y MEX AV I $=L-



The Evolution of Chinese Character e o
‘lﬁﬂ\m %g'lt_rj A ﬁLﬁL ﬂ:l “pu

Teaching

BIHA7HH Ms. Xie Chun Ling

UnlverS|ty Programme Division
1)

SRR IR R SRR BRI R - SR
= f}L%"ﬁ]ﬁwU\F% o BT W P I HIRL- SR F RS S A
j & [RLAS £ i Al b iU 1 Fsfgiag ™ 5 -

ST | R ﬁ%"f I A R SRR
ffg ~ A AERL -

ME o AR kL ¢ T Y YR R E AR R PR o

R ORI SRR TR SRR IR - fED
oAt > A~ DR AL @ jiong” < AREGIRRL 1 4 TR > BT g SR
T -

%W“4“¢%w4’¢ﬁﬁﬁﬁ W 4J%ﬁﬁ<%>’@ﬁ+ﬁ%vw i
7+ FFA PRI Y gt gu? D o

P J%vﬁh’ll': (.) 2 [%& IE Fi,[;[&]gug,l_, ;14}:1{
EJW?@@WE@*a’wﬁm@m%~%wﬁW¢m’%3m¢%aﬁﬁp

SN ST QU3 -
'l:L':)Fﬁ_%J“FU 7} ;LF;‘,_'&] -TE':T% ﬂﬂ’ﬁ %ﬁi = F‘g%ﬂ%—/\rﬁﬁLJ l_“ #‘[ Ellji_%éﬁ&_} - ;LF;‘.
Rl e CUEY R e

Language Matters Summer 2011 5



GO L

Teaching
Comparison Between Putonghua and Cantonese

IRFEEH] Mr. Chang Kwun Hung
Cantonese Programme Division 1%
Ms. Wan Ka Man

L7 “¥ ] Ms. Chen Fan
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A case study of the Acquisition of Chinese Sentence Patterns by Japanese Learners
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Interview with Prof. Eric Jin Ho Kim
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CLC academic workshop and semlnars for teachers

g8 155 4 (T B $592)
Academic seminar by
Prof. Cornelius C. Kubler
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Busmess Chinese Test (BCT)
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The first Business Chinese Test (BCT) in CUHK

BCT is a state-level standard test established to assess the
Chinese proficiency of non-native speakers engaged in business
activities. The Office of Chinese Language Council International
(Hanban) has full authority to lead BCT and award certificates.

BCT consists of two independent tests, namely BCT
(listeningereading) and BCT (oralswriting) and has a total of five
levels to describe the business Chinese proficiency of the examinees.
Practicability and communication are the main features of the test.

BCT is held on the Chinese mainland and overseas regularly
every year. CLC on behalf of CUHK has successfully applied for
running a test centre in Hong Kong, and is the only test centre of its
kind in the Guangdong region in Summer. The first exam took place on
July 17 in the language lab in Lee Shau Kee Building of the University.
There were 22 examinees included students from the South Carolina
University, the exchange partner of International Business and
Chinese Enterprise (IBCE) Programme from the Business
Administration Faculty, and students from the CLC’s Putonghua
(Chinese) Advanced Diploma Programme.

BCT El,’“ha‘eﬁfjif]ﬁBCT official website : www.bcthome.cn
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BCT test centre:

The multi-media laboratory in Lee Shau Kee
Building (Teaching Complex in Western Campus)
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Pilot Review by External Panel
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Worklng Hollday Scheme and
CLC Chinese Language Course Suggestions

W@ﬁ’kﬂng hard, studying hard and playing hard in H@ng K@ng

To foster cultural and educational

exchange and to reinforce the bilateral
relationships between Hong Kong and the
participating countries, the HKSAR government
has established the Working Holiday Scheme.
Through the scheme, overseas young people at
18 to 30 years old can embrace valuable
experience while living and working in HK.
During their stay abroad, they can gain a better
understanding of the cultural and social
developments of HK. The new experience would
enhance their self-confidence, adaptability and
interpersonal skills.

Eligibility: ®National passport holders of
the participating countries @between 18 and 30
years old ®who are ordinarily residing in their
home country and @whose main intention to
Hong Kong is for holiday

14 i WEC Y i =L g

Working Holiday Scheme

Entitlement: Successful applicants will be allowed to
Ostay up to 12 months in Hong Kong and® take up

temporary employment for not more than three months
with the same employer. © Depends on countries,
participants can enroll into short educational course(s),
including CLC Chinese language courses, to equip
themselves for their short-term employment and giving
more fun to their holiday in HK.

Application: completed application form together
with the required documents may be sent either (1) to the
HK Immigration Department by post directly or (2) by
post or in person to any of the Chinese diplomatic and
consular missions in the participating country.

Inbound working holiday in HK:
www.immd.gov.hk/ehtml/hkvisas_10.htm

Outbound working holiday for eligible HK residents:
http://whs.esdlife.com/
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Countries that entered into bilateral Working Holiday Scheme agreement with the HKSAR (as at July 2011)
(Information on in-bound working holiday in Hong Kong only)

Countries  Annual | Numberof studyor ) & Chinese language course suggestions

(in alphabetical quota training courses
order) allowed

: any number (course - 1 part-time evening course (2 lessons/ week)
Australia 5000 - 1 full-time regular school term

- Foundation Certificate Programme in Putonghua for Non-native
- Chinese Speakers ¥ 5057 (ZE2 51~ 4 ) Rl 300
ﬁﬁ_k ﬂJ F}[ (Summer daytime E)E'EE)TS}S@ . N "

- Foundation Certificate Programme in Cantonese for Non-native
Chinese Speakers g5 (ZEE 55 4 ) FLuEEE 5% (Summer
daytime option S2-S3)

- Other Summer daytime short course(s)

duration of not more
than 3 months)

Canada 200 any number - Certificate Programme in Putonghua as a Foreign/ Second
(cumulative duration Language ¥ 3¢5 CEM I )i+ oA A

- Certificate Programme in Cantonese as a Foreign/ Second
Language F5 (B )= A

- Foundation Certificate Programme in Putonghua for Non-native
Chinese Speakers ¥ifis (ZEL 5~ ) FAEGH FAH

- Foundation Certificate Programme in Cantonese for Non-native
Chinese Speakers 58 (ZEE F ~ 4 ) EI#EEE 39

- 2 full-time regular school terms

- 1-2 school term(s) of part-time courses

- Summer daytime short course(s)

of courses not more
"Jl:[ B than 6 months)

one only (course - Certificate Programme in Putonghua as a Foreign/ Second

duration of not more Language ¥ 35 (B AR A

T 6 i) - Certificate Programme in Cantonese as a Foreign/ Second

ol gl Language 57 A1 EGRDREF

f/uﬁi&‘ - Foundation Certificate Programme in Putonghua for Non-native
Chinese Speakers ¥i3pj5; (ZEE & 4 ) RS F9H

- Foundation Certificate Programme in Cantonese for Non-native
Chinese Speakers Flg8 (B2 8 4 ) Bt 3

- 1-2 school term(s) of part-time courses

- Summer daytime short course(s)

Germany 150

Ireland 100 not allowed = Not applicable

BRI [

Japan 250 one only (course = Same as Germany
I duration of not more

E 7‘[: than 6 months)

Republic of | 200 one only (course - Same as Germany

duration of not more
Korea than 6 months)
NeW Zealand 400 one on]y (COUI‘SG - Same as Australia

duration of not more

;Q?F IF%J than 3 months)
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@ BFIAEL Updates

CLC programme type New school term date More information at ...

Full-time

January, June and September www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/regular.htm
regular programmes

Part-time

e January, April, July and October ~ www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/e_ssp.htm

Summer

. June, July and August www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/summer.htm
day-time short courses

Note:
- major levels of Putonghua, Cantonese and Chinese reading courses are offered in most of the school terms above.
- Regular student activities will be provided every school term for full-time programme students starting from September 2011.
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