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Language Matters is the official Newsletter of CLC, which serves as
e astudent corner for learners of Chinese to share their experience and concerns;
e a platform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share their views;
e aresearch corner to share notes on language and culture;

e a bulletin board to publicize CLC activities and related news in our field.
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CLC activities and news in teaching Chinese as a foreign/second language.

From the Editor

Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 3 times a year. Submissions for publication are welcome from all
CLC teachers, students and alumni, as well as those who are involved with either teaching or learning Chinese
(including Putonghua and Cantonese). Please send to:

Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Centre

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong

Notes for submission:
1. Language : Either in English or in Chinese.

2. Length : Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.
3. Focus : Should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese, including cultural aspects of language
learning.

LM is distributed to about 2000 programmes and individuals in the field of teaching Chinese as a Second or
Foreign Language, both local and international, in either electronic or printed form.

Address : Continuing Education Section University Programme Section
Yale-China Chinese Language Centre Yale-China Chinese Language Centre
Fong Shu Chuen Building LG9, K.K. Leung Building
The Chinese University of Hong Kong The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong
Tel. : (852) 3943 6727
Fax : (852) 2603 5004
Email : clc@cuhk.edu.hk

Web site: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc

Find Us On

facebook

tp://www.tacebook.com/CLCCUHK

Views expressed are the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the publisher.
Please acknowledge source if quotation from content is made.
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Comparison Between Putonghua and Cantonese
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# ¥ English : to knit, to bang on, to hit, etc.
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Ali, ché 14i le. Zhang ayi, women shang ché ba.
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Hao a, shang le ché wo zai jixu da.

jikhah laangsaam stumoh sihgaan hai 1a.
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Teaching The Evolution of Chinese Character
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Research

The Application and Advantages of an E-Learning Platform (MOODLE) on an

Intermediate Chinese Speaking and Listening Course

(adopted from "The Application and Advantages of an E-Learning Platform (MOODLE) on an

Intermediate Chinese Speaking and Listening Course", a paper presented in an International Conference —

The Future of Education, Florence, Italy, 13-14 June 2013)

In the 21 century, computer
technologies have developed at a
tremendous rate. With the impact of
technological development, the Chinese
language teaching method at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong has changed
significantly. Classroom teaching has
shifted from blackboards and chalk to
overhead projectors and computer-aided
programs. Students attend language
laboratories in addition to meeting
teachers face to face. They use electronic
devices to search for definitions of new
words, take photos of notes and
handouts, record lectures, and download
sound files for listening practice.

Those teaching Chinese as a second
language use smart search engines and
Internet databases to collect, edit, and
upload contents to automatically generate
teaching materials, thus combining
methodology and  curriculum  with
computer technologies to manage
teaching online. This study mainly
focuses on how MOODLE, an e-learning
platform, is applied in our Intermediate
Chinese Speaking and Listening Course,
especially on how it manages and
supervises students’ rates of study, and
on how it coordinates with classroom
teaching. This paper also addresses
feedback from students about the
comprehensive computer technologies
employed in teaching Chinese as a
second language, and the reflections of
teachers who use MOODLE.

8 P MEFAYHELA FZL AP

FPY~ ¥ ] Ms. HON Tung-yue
University Programme Section
i

MOODLE (Modular Object-Oriented
Dynamic Learning Environment) is a free-
source e-learning software platform
developed by Martin Dougiamas to help
educators create online courses with more
interaction and collaborative content.

Since 2011, MOODLE has been
widely used in the language teaching
curriculum of the Yale-China Chinese
Language Centre (CLC) of the Chinese
University of Hong Kong, helping teachers
manage language courses, and providing
students with multidimensional Chinese
language learning environments.

E-learning teaching methodology
defies traditional classroom teaching,
fostering new methodology and models.
MOODLE fulfils different levels of
students’ learning needs. Students with
poor listening skills may improve their
abilities after class. MOODLE also
provides good foundations, preparing
students for class discussion. Teachers
may start discussion immediately instead
of drilling basic language points. Teachers
use MOODLE to manage and supervise
the learning process of each student,
adjusting to the student’s ability.



This teaching methodology improves
students’ pronunciations. There are
individual differences, so teachers must
help students correct those defects before
they become ingrained. If teachers find
grammatical mistakes, they immediately
correct and fine-tune Ilessons. The
methodology also focuses on daily use
expressions — slang and idioms —
strengthening students’ oral skills in daily
life situations. Finally, it improves
students’ logical expression skills in
complicated contexts — especially usage
of conjunctions — training students with
expressive  techniques for different
language situations.

MOODLE manages and monitors
students’ learning processes more easily
and effectively than traditional methods,
helping teachers improve the
effectiveness, breadth, and depth of
classroom teaching by giving students
more exercises on preparation, revision,
intensive drilling, and assessment. The
advantages are obvious from the
improvement in students’ marks after
using MOODLE.

Students give positive optimistic

feedback about using computer
technology in Chinese  Language
Teaching. The e-learning platform,

MOODLE, matches students’ learning
habits and methods, so they willingly use
it. Students prefer daily life materials to
learn Chinese. Although some encounter
technical problems, most have adequate

References:

L= > L e
wr R ILEY

Research

computer knowledge, and can solve the
problems quickly.

Most of the language teachers agree
that MOODLE helps improve teaching
quality and effectiveness. MOODLE’s
design embodies the slogan “timely
handling doubles the effect and halves the
effort.” But, if neither teachers nor
students possess technical skills, and if
technicians are  unavailable, then
MOODLE will achieve little.

In this computer era, as language
teachers in the university, we have tested
several different E-leaning Platforms, such
as Web CT, MOODLE, and recently,
Blackboard. We used MOODLE from
spring term 2011 to summer term
2013. The E-learning platform is a good
tool for teachers and students to achieve
the final goal of mastering the Chinese
language. The transition from MOODLE to
Blackboard is smooth, so students may
still learn Chinese in a mixture-style
method. With the aid of new technology,
learning Chinese in a happy and relaxed
atmosphere is not a dream. In the future,
we hope Chinese software developers
can design some Chinese learning
software which will be easier to learn and
use, so that even users with less
computer knowledge can handle a
situation with ease, and teachers (with the
support of computer software) can create
more and more efficient web exercises to
improve students’ Chinese abilities.

[1] %@ (2011) . L MOODLE gzt %y;gg?grﬁiﬁf%% FITBBIR P50 2011 & 57 8 1.
[2] Fﬁjﬁlﬁ%. (== 3‘??'3 Pkl . (2010) . %ﬁ%’ﬁg%&ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁﬂfﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁlﬁw? MOODLE ptsr 58

I%"‘?r. Filﬁﬁl?ﬁ]ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ. 2010 & 12 F|™.
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An n O u n Ce m e nt: The Chinese as a Second Language Teaching And Research Society

(CSLTARS), which was established by a group of scholars who have been running the International Symposium on Linguistics and
CSL Teaching and Learning, has been formally registered in September 2013 with the Hong Kong Government. The official
opening and inauguration ceremony was held on 18 November, 2013 at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

CSLTARS is a non-profit academic entity registered as a charitable organization with the Hong Kong Government and
housed in the Chinese Language Centre, the Chinese University of Hong Kong, pursuing the following aims:

1. To promote Chinese as a Second Language (CSL) teaching and research.

2. To provide a platform for exchange of ideas among scholars in linguistics and related field and practitioners
in the CSL field.

3. To encourage and facilitate the application of findings from academic research in the teaching and learning
of CSL.

4. To secure and develop contacts with other CSL and linguistic organizations and institutes with similar aims
and interests.

5. To plan and hold focused symposiums and other academic activities consonant with the above aims,
including the publication of scholarly works and teaching materials in the field.

Founding members of CSLTARS include scholars from the following universities:
(in alphabetical order):

Central Minzu University of China, China

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong
East China Normal University, China

Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Korea
Ludong University, China

National University of Singapore, Singapore
Shaanxi Normal University, China

Taiwan Kainan University, Taiwan

University of California, Davis, U.S.A.

University of California, Los Angeles, U.S.A.

Upcoming activities and news of CSLTARS, including issues related to membership, which is open to all scholars including
those from Mainland China, will be announced in future issues of Language Matters and other relevant journals.

(Information provided by Dr. LEE, Siu-lun, CSLTARS Secretariat)

N
HF
“Jﬁgﬁﬁ 6" (CSLTARS) MEAFE MSEUMHHEE B b AT, A0 2013 4R IE B i . 6 oy B
%ﬁ@“iﬁiﬁﬁﬂqﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ”ﬁ@%ﬁ%mw@1u%wET@Eﬁﬁ%iﬁ%ﬁﬁo
“@%:%%ﬁ$ﬁ”(CﬁjM&)%*ﬁ#$ﬂﬁ%%*%%,W%§%W1i$i$ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁmﬁ
AL, RS 2
1. HEBDIERE 58 I BRI ;
2. RHERE R AU FIRMIT SRR (LR T 5 2 A B SR AT I ) T
3. SJERIHEE)HE ST S S AR FUAE HE ST B AL (R
4. HEFERN S B R B S R R S S A AN R B R RE S B K M I 4K
5. SRERIERIEEL AR S € R LA S ART VR B, A A [ SR I SR AR R 1 e R B 1 R B

ﬁi“ﬁiiiw*%(ﬁﬁﬁ%¢i§%ﬁ¥ﬁw=
LI

A SR
AN

LB PN PN
B
BN B TR

IR A5
Bl IEP N

SR P A AT 73 AL
SRBININ RIS AZ AL

@ UG B S AN RSSO & 4 CLC WIF1) (Language Matters) FIH AR I BELTE H

10 Y WF Y AAR B2 LAY



) o T E N

Activities & News

Personalia — New Staff
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Putonghua Programme Division
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New Division Heads

Several teaching division heads have been serving in that capacity for many years. They left the position and joined the
Academic Activities Division as members starting from September 2013. New teaching division heads assumed their posts at
the same time. The new and old division heads attended the CLC Management Committee Meeting held on 19 July 2013 to
discuss the operations and to explore the future development of both the University Programme Section and the Continuing
Education Section. We are thankful for the contributions of the division heads and we anticipated more enhanced education
services and a better future of the Centre under the new leadership.

Teaching Division Heads Academic Activities Division (AAD)

CES- Putonghua: Dr. SHU Yali Division Head: Dr. LEE Siu-lun

CES- Cantonese: Mr. CHAN Chi Leung Members:

UPS- China Students: Ms. XIAO Qing Ms. CHU Hsiao-mi, Dr. WONG Ho Put & Dr. XIE Chun Ling
UPS- International Students: Ms. LIU Zhenxia

BPEHATIEE g% I 2013 & 7 |03 Ry -
T’J#E}d'%ﬁﬂ gq (g ) KT (AR B CEEEEE)

4 (EfE ES Bl @{ )
mPETHE @J»%:*i’ (g [ e i HFIES (R ',é*h’ » ?J"?ﬁﬁﬂ (SR -
ilﬂ* 1?';{4 “F“F?' J;frm T'T”*if <z_l'fﬁiﬁh EEDE
fige £ (NSRBI '> ?&fﬁﬂ’f/4 (3 ‘FU*?” Do
New and old Management Committee members pictured at the leadershlp handover meeting in July 2013.
Front row from left: Dr. XIE Chunling (AAD), Ms. CHU Hsiao-mi (AAD), Ms. Ellen MAK (CES/Admin) and
Dr. SHU Yali (CES/PTH).
Back row from left: Ms. LIU Zhenxia (UPS/ISD), Dr. WONG Ho-put (AAD),
Dr. LEE Siu-lun (Division Head of AAD), Dr. WU Weiping (CLC Director),
Mr. CHAN Chi Leung (CES/CAN), Ms. XIAO Qing (UPS/CSD) and
Ms. Carmen YUEN (UPS/Admin).
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1% % J¥5 Letters from alumni

I had the pleasure of undertaking two years of Mandarin study with you in preparation for an
assignment with the U.S. Department of State in Hong Kong. This was highly unusual as U.S. diplomats
normally study at the U.S. government Foreign Service Institute. CLC’s set-up, however, gave me access
to small classes, individual attention from a large cross-section of native speakers from the Mainland and
Taiwan, and practice writing as well as speaking and reading. I emerged from the course with a proficient
language score that prepared me not only for my work in Hong Kong, but for a four-year tour at the U.S.
Embassy in Beijing afterwards.

It is not an exaggeration to say I owe my career success to CLC’s program. I joined you in person
for your 40™ anniversary celebration and wish you much success on the occasion of your 50",

Congratulations to Dr. Wu Weiping and your staff.
Susan N. STEVENSON (U.S.A.)

Deputy Assistant Secretary
Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, U.S. Department of State
pUSHEE (5B Fipl~= (2000-2002) X BERATRfu T ﬁgﬁ’ﬁiéﬁﬂ?ﬁfﬁ'ﬂ?}i

Congratulations on the 50th Anniversary of the Yale-Chinese Language Centre!

It was an indeed exciting and educational experience that I studied Chinese Mandarin for
two months at the Centre in 1989. I appreciate the Centre and the teachers who gave me excellent
lessons to build a sound basis of my Chinese language skill. I also sincerely hope the glorious
history of this Centre will continue over another fifty years!

Naohiro TSUTSUMI (Japan)

Director, Facilities Improvement Program Division,

Bureau of Local Cooperation, Ministry of Defense, Japan

R CEH) Fiplgio= (1989)  TREVH I EEHEY 7 SRR AURREIS o B4 AP IS T

EMBASSY OF INDIA

HIAT w Musset 325, Col.Polanco
m 11550 México, D. F.
i Tel: (52-55) 5545-8068 / 5531-0850
Ambassador of India Fax: (52-55) 5254-2349
Mexico amb.mexico@mea.gov.in

amb_eoimex@prodigy.net.mx

29" November 2012

MESSAGE

| have great pleasure in conveying my warmest greetings and felicitations to
the Yale-China Chinese Language Centre (CLC) of The Chinese University of Hong
Kong on the historic occasion of its 50" Anniversary.

My two-year course in Putonghuo at the Centre in 1983-84 proved to be
immensely useful in my professional career as an Indian diplomat. Over the many
years since | benefitted from the excellent language-teaching facilities at the CLC, |
have been fortunate to be able to put the skills learnt to good use, including during

diplomatic assignments in Beijing, Shanghai and at the United Nations in New York. Sujan R. CHINOY (India)
On account of both distance and other commitments, | deeply regret my Ambassador of India to Mexico.

inability to personally avail of Dr. Wu Weiping's kind invitation to participate in the Ex-Consulate General of India in Shanghai

50" Anniversary celebrations to be held in November 2013, );h,f\ W (HJ@) r}ﬁf—ﬁyg (1983-1984)

I BB B A - IS g

| take this opportunity to commend the many achievements of the CLC over
the past fifty years, and to wish the faculty, staff and students, both past and

present, even greater success in all their endeavours.
Sif— .-

(SUJAN R.CHINOY) {
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CLC CUHK'50th Anniversary Chinese Song Singing Contest
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Study programmes & services 2014
B L' B 2014 pF

PRIN eijing (Language & Culture Immersion) Summer 2014
A 3-credit Putonghua course for CUHK local students, international undergraduates, exchange students,

and CLC Cert./ Dip./ A. Dip students.

Date: May 19 to June 1, 2014 (14 days)

Host school: Minzu University of China (f[ A =555
Highlights: (1) A trio of teaching modes to include

language knowledge (big class), language activities (small group)
and language practices (visits). Each session puts emphasis on
applications and actual practices. (2) Carefully selected assistant
teachers coach students at a ratio of 1:5 students.

Themes: history and tradition, business and enterprise, economy
and living, modern living, education and culture.

Programme details at www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/princh

JEFE T H 3R HSK (Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi)

HSK'is an international standardized exam that tests and rates Chinese language HSK

proficiency. It assesses non-native Chinese speakers’ abilities in using the Chinese T R

language in their daily, academic and professional lives. —
IBKFEER

Next test date in CUHK: March 16, 2014 (Sunday) & December 6, 2014 (Saturday)

Tests opened (subject to minimum enrolment): HSK level 1 to 6. HSKK beginner, intermediate and advanced level.
Test site: Yasumoto International Academic Park, Lower Campus, CUHK.

Online application: www.chinesetest.cn

More information at www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/hsk

. IJ*F'%E?:%J*E Regular award-bearing programmes
utonghua, Cantonese and Chinese Reading for non-native speakers

Location: CUHK Shatin campus
Spring term 2014 20 January to 17 April. Orientation: 16 January
Summer term 2014 5 June to 15 August. Orientation: 3 June

www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/regular

HiEH A FEF A Evening/ weekend part-time programmes

Putonghua, Cantonese and Chinese Reading for non-native speakers
Putonghua and Cantonese for native Chinese speakers
Most classes start in January, April, July and October, with some in May and September.

Location: Tsim Sha Tsui Learning Centre/ Shatin campus
www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc/part-time
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