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Language Matters is a CLC Newsletter, which is

o a student corner for Chinese learners to share their experience and concerns
a platform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share views
an academic corner to share findings in teaching related research

an update with comments on all teaching materials

a bulletin board to publicize all CLC related news and activities

Learning / £ % [RlPY
For CLC students and alumni to share their learning experience.

Teaching / 75| fR'+Y

For Chinese teachers to exchange views.

Research / %ﬁ’f?ﬁﬂmﬁ
For discussions on teaching related research.

Materials / #F7 {5 £l
Updates, comments and issues related to teaching materials in TCFSL.

Activities / f[ lzagﬁjﬁ?\
CLC academic activities (e.g. conferences, services and announcement).
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From the Editor

AN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES

Starting in 2003, Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 4 times a year.
Submissions for publication are welcome from all CLC teachers, students and
alumni, as well as those who are involved with either teaching or learning Chinese
(including Putonghua and Cantonese). All submissions should be sent to:

Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Center

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong

Please note the following when sending us any submissions:
1. Language: Either in English or in Chinese.
2. Length: Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.

3. Focus: should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese,
including cultural aspects of langauge learning.

snmmw
ammm®

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programs and individuals in the field
of teaching Chinese as a Second or Foreign Language, both local and
international, in either electronic or printed form.

Address: New Asia--Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
Fong Shu Chuen Building,
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

Tel.: (852) 2609 6727

Fax.: (852) 2603 5004

Web site: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc

Email: clc@cuhk.edu.hk
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Cutfural Neads of Leamers with Muf-cultural Backgrounds

A paper presented at the 7" National Conference of the NCOLCTL held at University of Wisconsin, USA
LEE Siu Lun

Introduction

It has been argued that “culture” plays an important role when learning a second/foreign
language. Presenting “culture” in teaching materials and inside classrooms is inevitable and
vital especially for learners of foreign languages from different cultural backgrounds. This
paper discusses how target culture is presented in language teaching materials by using
Cantonese teaching materials as examples.

Scholars in sociolinguistics and in foreign language teaching are increasingly interested in
intercultural competence and cross-cultural communication since Edward Sapir (1921, 1929)
started to build theories about the relationship between language and culture. Some studies on
language teaching theories (Munby 1978, Canale & Swain 1980, Robinson 1988, Byram 1989,
Kramach 1993) suggested that second/foreign language learners need to learn the target culture
otherwise they will use their own cultural system to interpret target language messages or
produce culturally odd messages to the native speakers of the target language. Cortazzi & Jin
(1999) suggested that apart from grammatical, sociolinguistic, discourse and strategic
competence, intercultural competence should also be taken into account in Foreign Language
Teaching. They suggested that intercultural competence included, “social effectiveness (i.e., the
ability to achieve instrumental and social goals) and appropriateness (i.e., suitable
communication in a given situation in a particular culture)” (p.198). Intercultural competence
plays an important role in foreign or second language learning, especially when the L1 and
L2/L3 have very different cultural backgrounds. Foreign language teaching basically has three
aims. Teachers need to help learners, to develop an awareness of the nature of the language, to
develop communicative competence for use in situations the learners might expect to encounter
and to develop insight into the foreign culture as well as positive attitudes towards foreign
people. In order to better achieve these three aims, how “cultural elements” are presented in FL
textbooks and inside classroom is an important issue to investigate.

Research Method

This research analyzed 12 Cantonese textbooks focusing on the cultural elements in these
textbooks. A thorough analysis at the twelve Cantonese textbooks found some examples for
discussions. The Cantonese textbooks analyzed are,

1. Chan Kwok Kin & Hung Betty, 1994, A Cantonese Book, Hong Kong, Greenwood.

2. Chik Hon Man, 1980, Everyday Cantonese, Hong Kong, CUHK Press.

Chow, Esther & Chan C., 1997, Living Cantonese: for intermediate learners, Hong Kong, Greenwood
Press.

Huang Paker & Kok, G.P. , 1973a, Speak Cantonese 1, New Haven, Yale.

Huang Paker & Kok, G.P. , 1973b, Speak Cantonese 2, New Haven, Yale.

Lau Sidney 1972, Elementary Cantonese, Hong Kong, Government Printer.

Lau Sidney 1973, Intermediate Cantonese, Hong Kong, Government Printer.

Lau Sidney 1975, Advanced Cantonese, Hong Kong, Government Printer.

Lee, Siu Lun 2002, Learning Cantonese through Stories, Hong Kong, Greenwood Press.
10 Lee Ying Ping 1998, Current Cantonese Colloquialisms, Hong Kong, Greenwood Press.
11. Tong, Keith & James, Gregory, 1994, Colloguial Cantonese, London, Routledge.

12. Lee, Siu Lun 2004, Hong Kong Movies and Culture, course materials used at CLC, CUHK.
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Cultural Elements in Cantonese Textbooks
Cortazzi & Jin (1999) researched on TESOL and EFL textbooks and pointed out three
categories of cultural content in foreign language textbooks. They are contents,

(1) based on source cultures (learners’ own culture C1),

(2) based on target culture ( the target language users’ culture C2),

(3) aimed at international target cultures (a wide variety of culture seen in English-speaking
countries).

In Cantonese textbooks, cultural elements based on the target culture or provided hints for
comparisons between the target culture and learners’ source cultures could be found. Examples
include, descriptions of some traditions and customs of the target culture, elaborations of
certain cultural points, cultural notes explaining the cultural connotation of certain vocabulary
items, hints for discussions about the target and the source cultures and difficult language
situations in the target culture.

There are at least three ways of presenting culture in Cantonese textbooks,

(1) integrating elements of the target culture into the contextualized texts, conversations,
grammatical drills, or listening and readings exercises.

(2) explaining the target culture or cultural differences between C1 and C2 by providing
cultural notes or explanations.

(3) providing hints for comparing the target culture and the source culture(s).

Inside the language classroom, teachers could elaborate the cultural points with the aids of
pictures, photographs, television or movie clips. Teachers could explain the cultural points
with real life examples and do follow up activities and tasks, especially in advanced language
classes. Activities could be small oral discussions, which compare between the target and the
source cultures, debates, prepared speeches, language projects, research topics and other
relevant tasks. The aims of these activities are to encourage the practice of the target language
as well as to foster learners’ understanding of the target culture.

References

Byram M., 1989, Cultural studies in foreign language education, Clevedon, UK, Multilingual Matters.

Byram M., 1997, Teaching and assessing intercultural communicative competence, Clevedon, UK, Multilingual
Matters.

Canale, M., & Swain, M. 1980, , “Theoretical bases of communicative approaches to second language teaching
and testing.” Applied Linguistics, 1(1), P.1-47

Cortazzi, M. 1990, “Cultural and Educational Expectations in the Language Classroom.” In B. Harrison (ed.)
Culture and the Language Classroom, London, Modern English Publications. p.54-65.

Cortazzi M. & Jin L. 1999, “Materials and method in the EFL classroom”, In Hinkel, E. (ed.) 1999, Culture in
second language teaching and learning, The Cambridge Applied Linguistic Series, Cambridge, Cambridge
University Press, p.196-219

Kramsch, C. 1993, Context and culture in language teaching, Oxford, Oxford University Press.

Munby, J. 1978, Communicative Syllabus Design, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.

Robinson, G. 1988, Crosscultural understanding, New York, Pergamon Press.

Sapir, E. 1921, Language: An introduction to the study of speech, New York, Harcourt, Brace.

Sapir, E. 1929, “The states of linguistics as a science.” Language, 5: p.207-214.
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Activities

Korean Cu'' ral Exchange

A special gift presentation ceremony of Dang-eui
(ceremony robes) was officiated by
Mr. Kang Keun Taik, Consul General of Korea
and Professor Ambrose King, Vice-Chancellor of %
The Chinese University of Hong Kong at the Foyer,
Sir Run Run Shaw Hall, on Thursday, 27 May 2004.

' Korean Cultural Exchange

Mr. Kang Keun Taik (left), Consul General of Korea
and Professor Ambrose King (right), Vice-Chancellor of
: U H b CUHK at the gift presentation ceremony

I
| Cultural Exchange

ginfion ceremony

From left: Mr. Lee Myun Gwan, Chairman of the Korean
Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong; Mr. Kang Keun Taik;
Professor Ambrose King and Dr. Wu Weiping, Director of CLC

From nght MISS Cindy Chan, Busmess Manager
of CLC; Ms. Lee Soon Ai, CLC alumnus; Ms. Chu
Hsiao-mi, Academic Activities Division Head

The “CLC Family” with distinguished guests
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Program by CU Student: Vocal Recital by Program by CU Studen_ts:_ Harmonica Quintet by
Grace Chiang, Soprano The Figlistens

Singing Performance by Korean Students, and Teachers of Putonghua Program Division,
Chinese Language Center, together with a CU Student
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cLC Seminars and Activitigs

Date Descriptions

Second 8 : Computerized Oral Proficiency Assessment :Training Workshops &% @ $4{# T {1

meeting:

19/6/2004

First meeting:

24/4/2004

14/6/2004 FFE © Interactive techniques and strategies in CFL Classrooms 53 :Prof. Jin Hong Gang (i f7542)
Prof. of Chinese, East Asian
Language & Literatures,
General Director of Associated
Colleges in China

271412004 R T L RS ATHEU S H TR A PIRRE U, WA U, WY

26/4/2004 BHE R & : Miss Tess Li and Ms. Eva Cheung

BV Y Sy R AR R
23/4/2004 8 : 7592 Speaking & Writing B U~ H e B KT HHA 2 HEE) 2 B

Computerized Oral Proficiency Assessment: Training Workshops :

Speaker and participants from Hong Kong

ik

Institute of Vocation Education

Sy,

Speaker, Dr. Wu Weiping (third from right, front row) and
some participants

4
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\:’ tia‘ﬁ% E‘E‘
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