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Moving towards a Pedestrian-Friendly Campus
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f pedestrians and cars are the

blood in the body of our campus,
roads and the transport system are
the veins and arteries, the means
by which staff and students
commute within the campus —_
for class and other activities. =
One of the major objectives of Fe
the Campus Master Planning (CMP) is to
assess the capability of our existing road network
and transport system against future demand. MVA
Hong Kong Limited is the consultant that assesses
our traffic issues. Mr. Raymond J. Cook (left),
technical director of MVA, says, ‘A university is like
a small town, so the issues it faces are not unique.
They're ultimately a compromise between easy
transport and the environment.’

After examining our traffic situation, Mr. Cook
found that most of our road network is not
congested. But in order to meet the increased
demand following a surge in the student population,
he has made some preliminary suggestions with
the aim of creating a pedestrian-friendly campus.

Mr. Cook says, ‘CUHK students are used to having
free bus services. Some people would wait for five
minutes and then go on a five-minute bus journey.
But actually they could have walked to their
destinations with that time.” Although the shuttle
bus service is convenient, it costs a lot of money
to run, consumes a lot of fuel, and pollutes the
environment.

—ZEZhFHF Spring 2009
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Image of Pond Crescent with widened footpaths

In view of the University’s policy to improve the
environment, Mr. Cook believes that the second
option, namely, promotion of walking, is more
favourable. He suggests that footpaths in certain
areas, including Pond Crescent at Chung Chi
College, be widened. Besides, new buildings should
have good vertical connections, be it express lifts
or escalators, to enable fast and easy pedestrian
movement up and down the hillsides.

In addition, covered walkways should be provided
in key routes to protect pedestrians from the
elements. In response to the concern that walkways
may be visually obtrusive, Mr. Cook says, ‘It's an
issue of design and location. There are designs that
look nice and blend in with different materials.
There are even structures that are intended to have
vegetation grow on top of them.”

Introduction of a ‘park-and-ride’ policy has
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also been proposed. Students and visitors are
encouraged to park their cars at park-and-ride
car parks on the fringe of the University and take
shuttle buses or walk to their destinations.

Cycling is not suited for a campus with a
hilly terrain like ours. But Mr. Cook suggests
providing a cycling track between the MTR
University Station and ‘Area 39’, a flat site

where our research facilities will be located.
He sees it as a starting point of a big cycling
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CMP overseas consultant Ted Cullinan’s hand-drawn design for one type of
covered walkway

There are two ways to cope with the growing
demand for transport services brought about by the
increased student population in 2012 and beyond.
The first is to increase the number of buses. But this
is not a sustainable option because this would have
a negative impact on the environment.

network, which may be feasible once this
green and healthy way of transportation gains
popularity.

Mr. Cook believes the greenest form of transport
is walking. With more and better pedestrian
facilities, it will be faster and easier to travel on
campus on foot. It can also be a very pleasant
experience, especially when the weather is nice. ¥*
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The Brains behind the CMP
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edas Limited is the lead consultant of CUHK

ACampus Master Planning (CMP). In the eyes
of its managing director Kyran Sze, our campus is
full of visual axes and corridors. He says, ‘What
we're going to highlight are spatial arrangement,
interaction between points and lines, and the overall
layout of the campus.’

BT R Mr. Sze said doing master

Places for Academic
and Recreational

planning for the CUHK campus

Activities

has been a huge challenge.
‘The University has a unique
campus with different colleges
and buildings scattered all
over a hill. There are also
many historical and cultural
landmarks that need to be
preserved. The balance between
development and conservation,
the harmony between new and old
buildings, and the relationship
between architectural styles
and educational philosophy
pose a lot of challenges for us.’

Aedas has held a series of
engagement activities for the

REEERERE  CMP. Experienced in this kind
Enhancing of exercise, Mr. Sze believes the
College Life

diversity of views is normal. ‘Our
job is to collect views, retrieve constructive and
pragmatic ideas from them, and reflect them in the
final plan.” He appreciates the involvement of the
stakeholders who had sacrificed their leisure time to
attend engagement activities on Saturdays, Sundays
and weekday evenings. ‘The campus is clearly
something very dear to their hearts. Their views are

very valuable.

Mr. Sze envisions that balanced development will be
a prime feature of the future CUHK campus. ¥*
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Legless Birds at CUHK
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n a famous line from the movie Days of Being Wild,
IYuddy (Leslie Cheung) compares himself to ‘a
leglessbird’ that mustkeep flying and flying, because
the day it lands is the day it will die. In reality such
creatures do exist and many are residents of CUHK.

They are the house swifts.

In the scientific name of the house swift Apus
nipalensis, the Latin root apus means “without feet'.
They are thus named because their short legs and
hook-like feet are only good for clinging to vertical
surfaces. So, unlike other birds, house swifts never
land on the ground because they cannot take off
again if they do.

The University Library is home to the largest swift
colony in Hong Kong. It is estimated that at least 200
house swifts have built their nests there, accounting
for 20 to 30 per cent of their entire population in
the city. To better protect them, the University has
commissioned a 17-month study on them from
June 2007 to October 2008 and ongoing monthly

monitoring.

Dr. Tsim Siu-tai, external consultant of the study,
says, ‘Its coarse surface, high and hidden eaves,
and abundant supply of nesting materials and food

by the natural surroundings make the University
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Library an ideal nesting site
for house swifts, attracting a
large group of them to build
their homes there.’

There are about 150 to 220 EAFFLHELLEAMLA
Courtesy of Mr. Wong Voon-wah

nests at the University Library,

mainly distributed along the eastern and southern
walls. Dr. Tsim has proposed a number of mitigation
measures to the University to deal with potential
disturbances to these nests, including sealing off
affected eaves at the northern walls of the library
before the breeding season of the birds, which starts
in May, to urge the birds to move elsewhere. Nest

nesting sites. Having studied the flight paths S (e

boxes should also be installed at neaty potent:
if2

house swifts, Dr. Tsim suggested that an ade
buffer area be set up in the vicinity of the University
Library to ensure clear airways for the birds to fly in
and out of their nests when construction works are
taking place nearby.

‘Feeding on flying insects, house swifts
are top consumers of the food chain and
play an important role in maintaining
the ecological equilibrium of the CUHK
campus,” saysDr. Tsim. The University has
committed itself to protecting these avian
residents of our campus. When asked
what CUHK members can
do to promote the well-
being of our feathered
friends, Dr. Tsim has
a piece of advice, ‘“The
simplest thing we can do is to
tolerate the little inconvenience
caused by their droppings.’
However, we should also
be cautious about the
possible impact of

avian flu. ¥
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A Census on Campus Wildlife
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n addition to the survey on house swifts, the
IUniversity has commissioned Dr. Tsim Siu-tai to
conduct a survey entitled ‘Sustainable Development
of Terrestrial Wildlife Ecology in CUHK’, a
longitudinal and systematic survey on the species
and distribution of the terrestrial wildlife on CUHK
campus.

Dr. Tsim pointed out that the data on butterflies,
dragonflies and birds in Hong Kong are sufficient

B=
Figure2  “,,
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and they can serve as good indicators of the
ecological values of different areas of the CUHK
campus. So, the population numbers, distribution
and species diversity of these three fauna groups on

campus will be recorded in the survey.

The survey divides the CUHK campus into four
sub-areas, which are (i) Chung Chi Campus area,
(ii) Central Campus plus sports field area,
(iii) United Campus and New Asia Campus area,
and (iv) Shaw Campus plus staff quarters area.
These four sub-areas are further divided into
20 routes. The ecological surveyor walks along
these routes on a monthly basis and records the

it
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Dr. Tsim Siu-tai, principal environmental consultant and

director of FYBR Hong Kong Limited

species and number of wildlife by observing and
listening to animal calls. Animal specimens will
not be collected and animal traps or other harmful
collection methods will not be used in the survey.

Preliminary data shows that certain areas of
Chung Chi Campus and Campus Circuit North
have higher levels of biodiversity because of
better preserved natural woodland. So far, the bird
and butterfly species with the highest counts are
respectively the Japanese white-eye and the red-base
jezebel (Figure 1). And the crimson dropwing and
the common blue skimmer are the most abundant
dragonfly species. In addition to them, Pallas’s
squirrels (Figure 2), a macaque and short-nosed fruit
bats were sighted.

The survey is aimed at identifying the areas on
campus with significant ecological value, ensuring
the continuous inhabitation of the existing terrestrial
wildlife population in CUHK, and preserving their
habitats in a sustainable manner. Beginning last
October, the year-long survey is still in progress. The
consultant will make suggestions to the University
on how to better preserve and enhance wildlife
habitats in CUHK after they have finished the survey

and obtained the necessary baseline data. *
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Uinderground Annex
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Library Extension: a New Option of
Integrity

The University Library extension project has received
extensive attention from students, teachers, and
alumni. The University community has expressed
a diversity of views on how to proceed with
construction without causing too much disturbance
in the vicinity of the Library including the Beacon.
After considering all the opinions received, the
building committee responsible for the library
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New Constructions for 2012

In addition to the University Library Extension, four
other capital projects are currently on the drawing
board, to be completed in 2012 to meet the surging
need for additional space for teaching, learning,
research, and student amenities.

One of them is the new Student Amenity Centre
(Figure 1). Located between Chung Chi Tang and
Elizabeth Luce Moore Library, the six-storey centre
with a cascading design will have stepped green
roofs that blend in with the natural surroundings.
It will accommodate a large multi-purpose hall, a
display and exhibition area, student common rooms,
music rooms, a cafeteria, etc.

Figure2

Two Integrated Teaching Buildings (Figure 2) will be
built on the site where the Bamboo, Pine and Cypress
Lodges are now located. The new teaching buildings

Diseased Tree
Replaced

The trunk of a
candlenut tree located

near the entrance of
the University station

extension project has identified a new option which
is technically feasible as well as giving due regard to
the sentiment and views collected.

This new option consists of building a new wing
to the University Library on its adjacent carpark,
with a height not exceeding the Library Building.
An underground annex joining the existing Library
basement will also be built under the University
Square but excluding the area directly underneath
where the Beacon stands.

The new plan will yield less than 6,100 sq. m. as
formerly planned and incur higher costs. This option
will be able to balance the need to provide the
necessary library space and to keep the Beacon open
during the period of construction.

Works have been carried out on the University Square
for ground investigation and trial pits excavation in
mid-February. But the new option has still to receive
support from the University Grants Committee and
the relevant authorities.

comprise the construction of two towers of ten and
seven storeys on a podium of three storeys. They will
house facilities such as lecture theatres, classrooms,
offices, teaching and research laboratories, a learning
commons, a resource and information centre, and
a culture square. There will also be a pedestrian
circulation route linking its cultural square with the
mid-level campus.

The Third Integrated Teaching Building will be built
across Station Road. This five-storey building will
provide teaching and learning facilities including
primarily lecture halls, classrooms, laboratories,
seminar rooms, breakout rooms as well as offices.

Finally, the Centralized General Research Lab
Complex, Block 1 (Figure 3) will be located in an
adjoining site to the north of our campus known as
“Area 39". Upon its completion, research labs at the
existing Science Centre and Basic Medical Science
Building will be relocated to this new building and
the vacated spaces will be converted into teaching
labs for undergraduate programmes.

was found to have a huge cavity and to be at an
advanced stage of decay due to termites. The
University invited tree experts from the Guangzhou
Institute of Landscape Gardening and Arbor Global
to assess the tree. Both teams recommended it be
felled due to the high risk of collapse. To ensure the
safety of the public, the Estate Management Office
(EMO) removed the tree in late January and replaced
it with a new one of the same species.

The new tree (photo) used to grow on the lawn
outside Wen Chih Tang of the Chung Chi Campus.
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It was moved to the EMO nursery a few years ago
when that spot was being turned into a square.
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Tree experts from Guangzhou scanning
the diseased tree with a special device
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