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Vice-Chancellor Appointed Honorary Professor by China
Agrlculture University
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Vice-Chancellor of

Prof. Lawrence J. Lau (centre),
CUHK, was appointed as honorary professor by

China Agriculture University (CAU) in recognition of his

achievements in the field of economics.

in CAU on
11 March. Prof. Qu Zhenyuan (right), Party Secretary of
CAU, and Prof. Ke Bingsheng (left), President of CAU,

presented the appointment certificate to Prof. Lau. After

The conferment ceremony was held

the ceremony, Prof. Lau delivered a talk entitled ‘The Sky
Is Not Falling’, analysing the global financial crisis and its
impact on China. The lecture was a great success and was
received by hundreds of CAU professors and students

who arrived at the hall two hours before the lecture.

The plaque unveiling ceremony of the State Key
(CUHK) at CAU
was held on 12 March. Prof. Lau and Prof. Sun Sai-

ming Samuel,

Laboratory of Agrobiotechnology

director of the State Key Laboratory
of Agrobiotechnology (CUHK), together with CAU
representatives including Prof. Ke Bingsheng, Prof. Sun
Qixin, Vice President, Prof. Zhang Yilin, Vice President,
Prof. Li Ning, director of the State Key Laboratory of
Agrobiotechnology, and Prof. Gong Yuanshi, assistant to

President, officiated at the ceremony. B
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Closer Ties with Beijing Genomics Institute
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A30-member delegation led by Prof. Yang Huanming
(6th right), chairman of the Management Board,

Beijing Genomics Institute, Shenzhen (BGI) visited

the Chinese University on 20 March. During the visit,

a collaboration agreement to expand the horizons of

cooperation was concluded.

The delegation met with CUHK representatives, including
Pro-Vice-Chancellors, Prof. Kenneth Young (5th right),
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Prof. Henry N.C. Wong (1st right); Prof. Xu
Yangsheng (Associate Pro-Vice-Chancellor,
1st left), Prof. Fok Tai-fai (dean, Faculty
of Medicine), and Prof.

(Professor of Virology, 4th left), to learn more

Kung Hsiang-fu

about the University’s latest development and
its key genome projects. They also visited
the Prince of Wales Hospital, the University’s
teaching hospital, and the State Key Laboratory
(CUHK). The two
parties signed a collaborative agreement to
establish the CUHK-BGI Genome Research

Centre.

of Agrobiotechnology

Prof. Yang Huanming and Prof. Wang Jun (2nd
left), associate director of BGI, delivered public lectures
entitled ‘Be Good Friend, Be Good Partner’ and ‘The
1000 Genomes Project’ respectively. The lectures were
received by an audience comprising CUHK professors,

researchers and students. £

Prof. Yau Shing-tung’s 60th Birthday
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The banquet in celebration of the 60th birthday of Prof. Yau Shing-tung (2nd right) was held at
Hyatt Regency Hong Kong, Sha Tin. In attendance were over 120 guests including CUHK’s staff

and members of the public.

On the morning of the same day, Prof. Yau hosted the ‘New Wave Mathematics Lecture’ on
‘Wonders of Geometry: Its Impact on Physics Engineering’ at Sir Run Run Shaw Hall. Close to a

thousand CUHK students and staff, and secondary students were in attendance. [
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CUHK Wins Silver Environmental Award
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Mr. Joseph Lee (left), SBS, JP, chairman of the Environmental Campaign Committee,
presenting the award to Prof. Fung Tung, Associate Pro-Vice-Chancellor, CUHK
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he Chinese University has been
Tconferred the silver award of the 2008
Hong Kong Awards for Environmental
(HKAEE)

under the category of Public Sector

Excellence Sectoral Awards

and Non-Government Organizations
comprehensive and excellent
No gold

prize was awarded under this category

for its

environmental management.

this year. A total of 366 entries competed

for the Sectoral Awards in the 2008 HKAEE. CUHK
came to the fore as the only award winner among

tertiary institutions.

Competitors of HKAEE were subjected to three rounds

of stringent assessment. The adjudicating panel
screened all reports on environmental issues, reviewed
policies and measures submitted by the participating
organizations, and met with the management and staff
to conduct field assessment on short-listed participants
before selecting the winners. Attention was paid to
‘green leadership’, ‘programmes and performance’,

and ‘partner synergy’.

The 2008 HKAEE was jointly organized by the
Environmental Campaign Committee, the Environmental
Protection Department and other organizations. It aims to
optimize the use of resources and serve as a prestigious
awards scheme covering a wide range of sectors in Hong
Kong, to promote environmental awareness within the
community, and to recognize organizations that strive to

protect the environment. &
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CUHK Council Endorses Campus Master Plan
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he master planning of CUHK
Tcampus took a major step
forward as the University Council
received the Campus Master Plan
Synoptic Report. The Master Plan
will be a living and continuously
developing document setting
out the vision of the campus
development for reference by
planners and architects engaged

in implementing the Plan in the future.

The Master Plan has recommended guidelines for a
model of sustainable campus, aiming at a 25% cut in
energy use (per capita) and a 20% cut in greenhouse
gases emissions (per capita) by 2025. It calls for
further enhancements in environmental management
in areas ranging from building design methods and
materials, energy and water conservation, to transport

management.

The Master Plan recommends a comprehensive transport
framework that will give priority to pedestrians over

motor vehicles. The framework will seek to optimize
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the performance of transport facilities including the
pedestrian network, internal road enhancements and
management, a park-and-ride system, cycle tracks and

shuttle bus services.

It also recommends that the University should maintain
and continue to develop a green and pastoral landscape,
and proposes a methodology to identify, assess and list
all places with unique values that should be conserved

on campus.

A central proposal of the Master Plan is to develop
clustered and zoned development for disciplinary teaching
and research activities, in order to enhance the efficient
use of resources, to provide for convenient access, and to
optimize land use for social and academic interactions.
Under the Plan, the eight Faculties will be clustered into
three zones across the campus, while research activities
will be clustered in the campus north and east. Following
the Government’s grant of a parcel of land Area 39,
the University will develop the area in phases into a
substantial research hub with postgraduate hostels. The
Master Plan has also identified potential development
sites for academic, research and recreational facilities,
having regard to the geological features, ecological

characteristics and cultural value of these sites.

Sites for the new Colleges are proposed to locate near the
existing Colleges as well as close to the central campus,
to form distinct college neighbourhoods to strengthen the
college system, enable communication among Colleges,
and enhance pedestrian connections between the

Colleges and central campus.

The Master Plan also proposed the setting up of a steering
group to ensure that the Plan will be updated periodically
s0 as to remain relevant and appropriate in relation to any

future development on campus.

For the full version of the Synoptic Report, please visit

www.cuhk.edu.hk/cmp. B

Cantonese Opera Diva Pak Suet-sin Visits Rare Book Room
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iss Pak Suet-sin, a highly acclaimed Cantonese
Mopera diva, together with Dr. Chan Pui-wai, Prof.
Lo Wai-luen, adviser of Hong Kong Literature Research
Centre, CUHK, and Ms. Cheung Man-wai visited the
Rare Book Room of the University Library on 26 March.
They were accompanied by Dr. Colin Storey, University
Librarian, Mrs. Rita Wong, Deputy Librarian, Prof. Michael
Edward McClellan, chairman, Department of Music, and

Prof. Yu Siu-wah in the Department of Music.

Miss Pak donated approximately 6,000 items of Chinese
operatic materials, such as libretti and photos of Sin
Fung Ming Cantonese Opera Troupe, to the Department
of Music in 1993. The collection has been kept in safe
custody for the past 16 years. Since 2007, the University
Library and Department of Music have engaged in a

joint digitization project on Miss Pak’s collections. In the
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Miss Pak Suet-sin (2nd left) being briefed by Mrs. Rita Wong
(Ist left) on digitization of Chinese operatic materials

future, researchers can view the collections online thus

preventing damage to the materials.

During the visit, Miss Pak and the guests were briefed on
the operations and security features of digitalized Chinese
operatic archive systems. [
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