Dear Colleagues and Students:

Water Testing for Buildings in CUHK

The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) cares about the health of its staff and students.
Since 2008, the University Safety Office (USO) has appointed independent laboratories
(accredited by HOKLAS) each year to collect water samples from drinking fountains to test
the amount of lead, copper and microorganisms in the water samples. Upon receipt of the test
results, USO has informed relevant departments / units which are responsible for maintenance
/ repair of drinking fountains for them to take necessary actions, such as cleaning or
conducting maintenance. From 2008 till now, the test results have shown that lead content in
the water samples meet WHO requirements.

Due to the recent concerns over incidents of high lead content in drinking water, USO and
Estate Management Office have started a new round of drinking water tests for all buildings
in the campus, with an aim of stepping up the University's efforts to protect the health of its
staff and students. As of now, water samples from over 100 buildings have been collected and
tested (Please refer to appendix for the building list).

USO has been receiving the test results. Over 600 water samples meet WHO requirements.
However, a recently received report showed that lead content in the water samples collected
from 7/F, South Block, Lee Woo Shing College and 1/F, Grace Tien Hall, New Asia College
are 0.011mg/1 and 0.015mg/I respectively, which do not meet WHO requirements (0.01mg/l).
Our departments / units have taken immediate remedial actions, such as informing the two
concerned colleges, instantly stopping use of the affected water taps, installing appropriate
water filters, collecting water samples for retest, and planning to replace the affected water
pipelines. We are closely following up the issue.

As water tests have to be conducted by accredited laboratories, and there are a substantial
number of buildings in the Campus, it is anticipated that water tests for all buildings will be
completed in a few months' time. We fully understand your concern on the incident. USO will
upload the test results and report the latest update on their website.

Yours faithfully,

Professor Fung Tung
Chairman
Committee on Safety


http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/committee_safety/list.pdf
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