THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

GREEN PURCHASING POLICY

Mission

The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) seeks to continuously improve the environmental
quality of our campus by purchasing and using environmentally friendly materials and products
whenever they meet our cost and performance requirements.

The Policy

CUHK is committed to purchasing green products that have a reduced negative effect on the
environment and/or human health when compared to similar conventional products while
maintaining the principles of value for money as well as open and fair competition.

Similarly, CUHK also requires hired consultants and contractors to specify/adopt the same green
purchasing requirements in their design and installation works.

General Principles

Green purchasing is also often referred to as green procurement, responsible purchasing and
environmentally preferable purchasing. The following are some general principles to be
adopted when purchases are done or when tender and contract specifications are prepared:

(i)  When purchases are deemed necessary for our offices, laboratories, workshops, classrooms,
lecture theatres, hostels and quarters, additional consideration shall be given to
specifying/selecting environment-friendly products and materials that have as many of the
following attributes as is applicable and practicable:

v" Low life cycle costs v" Reduced greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

v" Energy and water efficient v"  Biodegradable

v" Using renewable energy v Low toxicity

v" Locally manufactured v' Carcinogen free

v' Reduced packaging v" Chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) free

v Durable and upgradable v Persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic (PBT)
chemical free

v" Refurbished/Recycled products v*  Low volatile organic compound (VOC) content

(Please refer to the Appendix for the definitions of these attributes)

(i) For products with available publicly recognized environmental labels or energy labels, such
labels should be included as compulsory purchasing/tendering requirement.

(iii) To facilitate green purchasing, a list of general items with widely-used green specifications,
selected and endorsed by the Committee on Campus Sustainability, shall be posted on the
webpage of the Business Office, Finance Office for mandatory compliance. These green
specifications (or other equal/superior environmental standards) shall be included as
purchasing requirements whenever the University’s purchasers (as well as contractors and
consultants purchasing on behalf of the University) purchase the listed items. (For details,
please refer to the Green Purchasing Guidelines.) Besides, it is highly recommended that
they should also refer to the webpage of the Environment Protection Department of the
Government for green procurement of items not on our mandatory list
(http://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/how_help/green_procure/green_procure.html).

(iv) The list of general items with green specifications for mandatory compliance shall be


http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/cpso/go!/resources/green_purchasing_guidelines.pdf
http://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/how_help/green_procure/green_procure.html

v)

subject to regular review by the Committee on Campus Sustainability to be commensurate
with changing market circumstances, the level of awareness and acceptance at the
University, and the introduction of newer, superior standards.

The goals of our green purchasing are:

(a) To meet the latest and most credible environmental standards available;

(b) To integrate green purchasing into design, construction, operation and maintenance,
requirements, manuals and specifications in all University activities; and

(c) To ensure products and services so purchased can safeguard the environment, natural
resources, faunal and floral ecology on campus, and occupational health of our
community.

(Last Revised: July 2018)



Appendix: Definitions of attributes

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Low life cycle costs: the true cost of a product or service, including capital costs,
installation costs, operating costs, maintenance costs and disposal costs, that discounted
over the lifetime of the product or service is lower than that of similar products or services.

Energy and water efficient: that uses less energy and water than similar products.
Running on renewable energy: able to operate using renewable energy as power source.
Locally manufactured: manufactured or fabricated within Hong Kong.

Reduced packaging: with less packaging materials than those of similar products.

Durable and upgradable: that remains useful and usable for a long time without noticeable
deterioration in performance, and is able to increase performance or features without
needing replacement.

Refurbished/Recycled products: that has been restored to its original working order while
maximizing the reuse of its original materials, or recovered from the waste stream and
utilized in place of raw or virgin material in manufacturing a product.

Reduced greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions: that emits fewer greenhouse gases (in
particular carbon dioxide, methane, CFCs and nitrogen oxides) to the atmosphere during the
product or material’s life cycle.

Biodegradable: that is able to decompose naturally into harmless raw materials in months
or years.

Low toxicity: being less harmful when in contact with humans and the ecosystem

Carcinogen free: without substances, radionuclides, or radiation that is an agent directly
involved in causing cancer.

Chlorofluorocarbon (CFCs) free: without any of a group of compounds that contain
carbon, chlorine, fluorine and sometimes hydrogen that have been used as refrigerants,
cleaning solvents, aerosol propellants and in the manufacture of plastic foams. CFCs destroy
the earth’s stratospheric ozone layer and many CFCs are also potent greenhouse gases.

Persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic (PBT) chemical free: without toxic chemicals that
persist in the environment and increase in concentration through food chains as larger
animals consume PBT-laden smaller animals. Once released into the environment, they can
travel long distances and impact generations of plants, animals or humans, posing a
long-term risk to the ecosystem. They are associated with a range of adverse human health
effects including effects on the reproductive system. Examples of PBTs are mercury, dioxins
and PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls).

Low volatile organic compound (VOC) content: with a reduced amount of chemicals that
readily evaporate and contribute to the formation of air pollutants when released into the air
indoors or outdoors, compared to similar products. Many VOCs are classified as toxic and
carcinogenic.
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