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“This week the Secretary for Education and Manpower, Prof. Arthur Li, paid an
informal visit to HKUST and exchanged views with senior management about
various issues, including the position of higher education in Hong Kong. In

relation to the four critical issues, the Secretary made the following response:

. The unequivocal objective of the Government in supporting a merger

is to build a world-class comprehensive research university in Hong

Kong;
. Additional resources commensurate with such an objective will be
BRETABESHEH/VERS Hgx D/1



BFRPXAE

provided;

. The highest academic standards will be upheld through a viable and

mutually agreed mechanism;

. Any merger will be based on an effective model of integration that
will respect the unique cultures of HKUST and CUHK.

He pointed out that there will be no forced merger and that he has yet to learn of

CUHK s position regarding the proposed merger.

Prof. Li also reiterated his determination to advance tertiary education in Hong
Kong, and his view that the Government will only be able to support the
development of, at most, two comprehensive research universities that are capable

of competing at the highest international level.

Given the Secretary’s indication that the higher education budget will be severely
cut and that a long period of funding austerity will prevail, our senior management
has expressed the view that the key questions for HKUST are, in relation to
resource implications, whether our University can independently fulfill its
long-held aspiration of becoming a truly world-class university, or whether we

should consider pooling our strengths with CUHK to attain this goal together.”
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