
in 
new designs
for learning:

online role play

blended role play



Why?
“We use online role play
because it encourages
deep approaches to learning 
through safe, yet challenging,
explorations of 
perspectives.”
Online Role Play 
Expert Reference Group, 
AUTC Project, 2002



What happens in a role play?What happens in a role play?

Adopt a 
role Issues & 

problems 
occur

Reflection &
learning

Interaction & 
debate

from McLaughlan et al, UTS



Traditional University
TEACHING
Designs

Lecture information

Laboratory activity, doing

Tutorial activity, discussing

Assignment reflection 
(or regurgitation?)



Online Role Play in 
Middle East Politics

inter-institutional
&
inter-national



Strong Learning Designs
� support knowledge construction 

� provide authentic contexts 

� support collaboration

� cater for individual differences 

� involve teacher as coach 

� encourage metacognition

� involve integrated assessment

(Boud & Prosser plus Oliver)



However…

most online Learning Designs are only

information pages
assessment of knowledge acquisition

unmoderated discussion forums



modified from Ron Oliver…

Authentic
Assessed
Activities



enRole, Research, React, Resolve, Reflect: 
developing and using online role play learning designs

enRole
Research
React
Resolve
Reflect



Mike Fardon 
UWA

Political 
Science 
Role Play



Definition of online role based learning

designed to increase understanding of real life 
human interaction and dynamics:

participants assume a role in someone else’s       
shoes or in someone else’s situation

to do authentic tasks in an authentic context 

involving substantial in-role human interaction 
such as collaboration, negotiation, debate

interaction between roles is substantially in an 
online environment

learning outcomes are assessable and generate 
opportunities for student reflection



f2f vs online:

anonymous
asynchronous

…. more reflective
Maureen Bell, UOW – Idontgoto Uni Role Play



www.firstfleet.uow.edu.au



Role Play Components

Scenario
Roles
Event/s

Resources
Meeting Places



First Fleet 
Scenario



First Fleet Roles



Sydney Cove, 1789

•Governor's Table 

•Officers' Mess or

•Convict Camp which has 
two subsections.- female 
gossip and male gossip. 

Each character can 
communicate either privately 
with a particular character or 
post a general message for all 
to 'hear' in their camp. 

First Fleet Meeting Places



First Fleet Resources



















“Save Wallaby Forest”
Kristin Demetrious, Deakin Uni

Scenario:



“Save Wallaby Forest”
Kristin Demetrious, Deakin Uni

Roles:

•Envision Construction
•Save Wallaby Forest Action Group



“Save Wallaby Forest”
Kristin Demetrious, Deakin Uni

Events:

•Press Release (Vista Course Site)
•Council Meeting (Vista Discussion)



“Save Wallaby Forest”
Kristin Demetrious, Deakin Uni

Resources:

•Environ Construction website
•Action Group website







“Save Wallaby Forest”
Kristin Demetrious, Deakin Uni

Meeting Places:

•Environ Vista Discussion Group
•Action Group Vista Discussion Group





Student Difficulties?
Rob McLaughlan, UTS



What Students Say…

Middle East Role Play
Macquarie Uni



Marie Jasinski, DMIT



Teacher as Moderator

Mark Freeman
(ex UTS, now USyd) 
Securities Market Role Play



Getting a resolution…
Environmental Decision Making

Gary Brierley, Macquarie Uni



Engineering 
lecturer 
wins national 
teaching prize



Project EnRoLE:
Encouraging 
Role-based
Online 
Learning 
Environments

Carrick Institute 
for 
Learning & Teaching
in
Higher Education



Project EnRoLE:
Encouraging 
Role-based
Online 
Learning 
Environments

Carrick Institute 
for 
Learning & Teaching
in
Higher Education



Project EnRoLE – What?

1505436112No. role player 
designers

100432372No. role plays 
developed

2008 
EnRoLE Goal

2005-62000-41995-91990-4Growth



Project EnRoLE – How?

•blended approach
•university clusters of educational developers &

colleagues helping each other to design,    
evaluate & publish as well as scaffold new 
designers

•state networks for cross-institutional role plays
•national repository for peer review recognition 

and global collaboration
•international working conference and book



185
of same role play design 

06
of same role play 

by different 
teacher in 
different
discipline 

by different 
teacher in 

same
discipline 

Reuse …
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EnRoLE Cluster Activities
• Map who is doing role play already to encourage 

reuse and partnerships

• Seminar Series aimed at sharing role play 
experiences and exemplars of learning designs

• Research Roundtable to assist each other 
evaluate your role plays and to identify criteria for 
local peer review

• Writing Group to support role play designers 
prepare papers for refereed journals and 
conferences



Engaging

Dynamic

Effective

Contacts
– Sandra Wills UOW Project Leader swills@uow.edu.au

– Elizabeth Rosser UNSW National Manager e.rosser@unsw.edu.au

More information at http://cedir.uow.edu.au/enrole


