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It is difficult to see how our 
group could have produced 
and reviewed a set of 
requirements in the space 
of 2-3 weeks without the 
wiki … a good medium for 
OU collaborative work.



I found the collaborative 
[activity] very difficult to 
participate in, with the job I 
travel a lot and the 
collaboration relied on you 
being available for the last 5 
days before deadline to see 
everyone’s contribution.

















Innovators

Early adopters

Early majority

Late majority

Traditionalists























Faculty

Learning &
Teaching
Services

£

Uni £topslice









OpenMar
k

eTMA



Learne
r

The LMS Model

Web
Browse
r



VLEs are tools of 
institutional 
control



VLEs promote 
a culture of 
dependency

Andy Powell



Jon Dron

VLEs may overtly 
or subtly align the 
institutional 
processes with the 
software

“Any Color You Like, As Long As It’s Blackboard”,
ELEARN, Honolulu, Oct 2006



VLEs: conservative 
technology for 
managing groups, 
providing tools and 
delivering content



Learne
r

The Small Pieces Model

Web
Browse
r



Serious 
concerns  
about small 
pieces

Clarence Fisher



PC is my 
primary 
learning tool



Learner Web
Browser

syllabus

reading list

calendar

results

assignments

learning outcomes

content

A Personal Learning Environmen
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Blackboard Moodle live@edu Google 
apps

Google 
groups

Forum • • • •

I.M. • • • •

Email • •

Blog • • •

Collaborative 
editing

• • • •

Polling • • •

Groups • • •

Audio/video 
conferencing

Whiteboards

Quiz • • •

Assignment • •





Helen Barrett’s ePortfolio mashup with Google Apps
http://electronicportfolios.org/google/ 













SLAs give reassurance to IT departments

Cloud services likely to be more cutting edge

Cloud apps will become de facto LMSs

Large institutions will move more slowly to the cloud

LMSs will increasingly migrate to the cloud




