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This article attempts to examine the changing boundary between the public and the private in
contemporary China by reviewing changing leisure patterns in the last forty years. - Leisure in Mao's
China was strictly controled by the Party —state. In the course of China's economic relorm, the legiti-

macy of private time has been rehabilitated. Along with the state’s intentional retreat and societal

forces' * nibbling” efforts, Chinese people now enjoy a relatively larger private sphere than at anytime

since 1949,
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8. Gongchan dangyuan (Communists) & LR R 160. 8
9. Minzhu yu fazhi (Democracy & Rule of Law) % RE5H4 159.2
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