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Compared with the agenda of other feminist writers of her time, Chang's
understanding of women's roles may sound rather passive, if not reactionary.
She is nevertheless a most somber guardian of her own space as a writer. She
knows well the importance of being not too earnest—or not too politically
correct, in contemporary terms—whatever the cause. At a time when most
Chinese writers, women and men alike, were eager to exchange individual
subjectivity for a collective, national one, Chang's own brand of selfish

and feminine mannerism stood out as a genuinely defiant gesture.19
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