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In spite of some recent proposals to the contrary, there exists abundant evidence for a systematic adjunct-
complement distinction among the pre-nominal modifying clauses in Chinese, as it does in other 
languages. The complements can be further divided into several types, including full-blown complement 
clauses and so-called ‘gapless relatives’. Building upon recent works by Zhang (2008), Huang (2016, 2017) 
and Lu (2017), it will be seen that the architecture of NP-complements parallels that of VP-complements 
to a great extent, exhibiting different clause sizes (CP, IP and vP) as the canonical structural realizations of 
appropriate S-selected arguments (Propositions, Events, and Actions, respectively). As in the case of VP-
complementation, these NP-complement types also bear on the issue of ‘finiteness’ in Chinese. To the 
extent demonstrable, each type also exhibits typical ‘signature properties’ bearing on the distribution of 
overt subjects (vs. PRO), certain modal auxiliaries, evaluative adverbs, as well as clause-internal movement.
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