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On the Ren ( \ )-X Construction in Dongguan (Qishi) Cantonese

Yanting Liu

Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

The ren (A )-X in Qishi (of Dongguan Country) Cantonese refers to the construction combined
by the personal pronoun ren (A ) meaning other people and nominal phrase, excluded the
modifier-head construction. The paper concerns the ren ( A )-X which is the subject or topic of a
declarative sentence. Examining the usage and the semantic-pramagtic functions of the concerned
structure, it is considered that ren ( A ) is subjective. Ren ( A ) expresses the speaker’s subjective

attitude toward X or the proposition itself.
Keywords

Cantonese, renjia, personal pronoun, subjectivity
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