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Preliminary Study on the “AA % (sound)” in Cantonese

Man Lung Chong
Hong Kong Chu Hai College

Abstract

According to the number of syllables, onomatopoeia words can be divided into single
syllable, double syllables, three syllables, and four syllables. On the basis of relative contents,
onomatopoeia words also can be divided into small categories about people, animals, nature, and
objects. Among Cantonese onomatopoeias, the “AA” form is used frequently and specifically.

s:ru 'Y

By examining the cases of “AA” plus “ (sound) in Cantonese, we can investigate the

characteristics of this type of phrases from the internal structure and grammatical functions.
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Cantonese, onomatopoeia, AA & | AAB, ideophones
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