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Alternative Questions with Ma

in Xinjiang Jimusaer Chinese Dialect

Yun Guo and Huayong Lin

Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

The particle ma in the Xinjiang Jimusaer Chinese dialect has two features. Firstly, it occasionally
occurs at the end of a sentence. Secondly, it is used in alternative questions, not only indicating
a question but also serving an associative function that is not present in Mandarin interrogative
mood particles. This usage can be traced back to the “A-na-B” structure in modern Chinese, which
emerged from the evolution of Chinese and the contact between Chinese and Mongolian during the
Yuan Dynasty. The distinctive question form of “A-mood particle-B” is widely employed in both
northern and southern dialects and can be categorized into two types: those with M-series mood
particles (ma, me, etc.) and those with A-series mood particles (a, ye, etc.). The difference between

these two mood particle series may have some typological significance.
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