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On the Structure of You ‘have’ in Hong Kong Chinese
in the Public Service Field

Wen Ren

Shaanxi Normal University

Abstract

The you structure is a common feature of Hong Kong Chinese and has been the subject of
extensive study. However, little investigation has been conducted on its use in the public service
field. This paper focuses on aspects of the you structure that have not been covered by existing
research. It is observed that the phrases you jian, you jian yu, you jian ji ci and you fou are
frequently used in the public service field, where the writing style is formal. The phrase you xinxin
is more likely to appear in speeches and is not followed by clauses with negative objects, which is

used to express a vision of a bright future for Hong Kong.
Keywords

Hong Kong Chinese, you structure, public service field, investigation
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