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The circle became a horseshoe. A thing was crawling out of the forest. It
came darkly, uncertainly. The shrill screaming that rose before the beast
was like a pain. The beast stumbled into the horseshoe.

“Kill the beast! Cut his throat! Spill his blood!”

The blue-white scaf was constant, the noise unendurable. Simon was
crying out something about a dead man on a hill.

“Kill the beast! Cut his throat! Spill his blood! Do him in!”

The sticks fell and the mouth of the new circle crunched and screamed.
The beast was on its knees in the centre, its arms folded over its face. It
was crying out against the abominable noise something about a body on
the hill. The beast struggled forward, broke the ring and fell over the steep
edge of the rock to the sand by the water. At once-the crowd surged after

it, poured down the rock, leapt on to the beast, screamed, struck, bit,
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