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Zhao Kuo’s Mother

When the State of Qin started a war against the state of Zhao, King
Xiaocheng of Zhao appointed Zhao Kuo leader of his army in place of General
Lian Po, a veteran soldier known to the country. When Zhao Kuo was about to
leave for the battle, his mother sent in a plea and went to see the King, saying:
“Zhao Kuo won’t qualify as a general.”

“Why not?” asked the King.

“I used to serve his father in his days as a general. Well, he had provided
support for several tens of his men, and made friends with hundreds. He had
shared with his officers and officials all the money and silks that Your Majesty
and other noblemen had rewarded him. Since the day of his appointment he had

never been able to attend to his family. Now his son, Zhao Kuo, is made the
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general, and he sits facing east while interviewing his officers, and he so lords it
over them that none would dare to look up at him. He has stored in his house all
the gold and silk Your Majesty has given him, and everyday he goes about
making purchases of estates. Would you take him the same sort as his father?
They’re not alike, my Lord, not of the same turn of mind. I beg to have Zhao Kuo
removed.”

“Don’t you worry about your son,” said the King. “Now that I've made my
decision, let it go.”

“Then,” said the mother, “if my son would turn out to be unqualified as a
general appointed by Your Majesty, could 1 be excused from punishment?”

“Certainly,” answered the King.

So Zhao Kuo started for the front instead of the experienced general Lian Po.
It took just over thirty days for his troops to come to a defeat. Zhao Kuo was
then killed and the army ruined. Zhao Kuo's mother, because of her forewarning

to the King, was spared her life.
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General Zhao Kuo’'s Mother

When the State of Qin launched an attack against the State of Zhao, King
Xiaocheng of Zhao appointed Zhao Kuo commander of his army to replace the
renowned general Lian Po. However, on the eve of Zhao Kuo's departure for the
front, his mother handed in her petition to the King, saying, “Zhao Kuo hasn’t got
the makings of a general.”

“Why not?” asked the King.

She answered, “I used to wait upon his father during the time when he was
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general, and I found him going out of his way to honour the elderly and the
learned by the dozens and having friends by the hundreds. He shared with his
officers and officials whatever gifts Your Majesty and other members of the royal
family had bestowed upon him. From the day he took command of the army, he
forgot all about his family duties. Now his son is made general. When he sits
facing east to receive his men in audience, none of them dare even to look up at
him. He has stored in his house all the gold and silk Your Majesty has given him,
and is every day in the market for desirable land and houses. Do you still think
that he takes after his father? No, they're not alike. They're different in character.
I beg Your Majesty not to send him on the mission as general.”

“Don’t you worry,” said the King. “I've already made my decision.”

“Then,” said the mother, “should my son prove afterwards to be incompetent
for being a general, could I, as his mother, be granted exemption from
punishment?”

“Certainly,” answered the King.

So Zhao Kuo was at the front as a replacement for Lian Po, but after a little
over thirty days his army was routed. Zhao Kuo was killed and his army
completely wiped out.

The King, however, pardoned Zhao Kuo's mother in consideration of her

previous warning.
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