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“Both complaints are ture, and if I have to appear in court I shall lose face.
Better make myself scarce” He bundled some things together and fled to the
provincial capital. (Translated by the Yangs)
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He recalled the old saying: “A man shall never give up until he has come face
to face with the Yellow River!” So once again he pushed his way in through the
crowd and looked at the list for the second time.
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7l 4. Men sent flowers, love notes, offers of fortune. And still her dreams ran
riot. The one hundred and fifty! The one hundred and fifty! What a door of an
Aladdin’s cave it seemed to be. {Th. Dreiser, Sister Carrie)
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“Can this be another absurd maid come to bury flowers like Taiyu?” he
wondered in some amusement. “If so, she’s ‘Tung Shih imitating Hsi Shik’*
which isn’t original but rather tiresome.”

*Hsi Shih was a famous beauty in the ancient Kingdom of Yueh. Tung Shih
was an ugly girl who tried to imitate her ways. (Translated by the Yangs)
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“Can this be some silly maid come here to bury flowers like Frowner?” he
wondered. He was reminded of Zhuang-zi’s story of the beautiful Xi-shi’s ugly

neighbour, whose endeavours to imitate the little frown that made Xi-shi
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captivating produced an aspect so hideous that people ran from her in terror. The
recollection of it made him smile. “This is ‘imitating the frowner with a
vengeance,” he thought, “—if that is really what she is doing. Not merely
unoriginal, but downright disgusting!” (Translated by Hawkes)
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The old saying, “Three cobblers with their wits combined would equal Zhuge
Liang the master mind,” simply means the masses have great creative power.
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But the truth of the saying, “How was it to be concluded that the loss of the
old man's horse at the border country was not actually a blessing?” was borne out
when Ah Q had one unfortunate streak of winning, which proved to be for his
own ill luck. (Translated by Liang Shegqian)
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However, the truth of the proverb “Misfortune may prove a blessing in
disguise” was shown when Ah Q was unfortunate enough to win and almost
suffered defeat in the end. (Translated by the Yangs)
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When the old man at the frontier lost his horse, he thought it might be a
good thing...

Note: An allusion to a story popular for more than 2,000 years in China.
When an old man lost his horse, neighbours condoled with him.

“This may be a good thing,” he said.

The horse came back with another horse, and the old man’s neighbour
congratulated him.

“This may prove unlucky,” he said.

When his son, who liked the new horse, rode it and broke his leg, once more
the neighbours expressed their sympathy.

“This may turn out for the best,” said the old man.

And, indeed, just then the Huns invaded the country and most able-bodied
men were conscrepted and killed in battle, but thanks to his broken leg the old
man’s son survived.

HESE=EEK o Rt wEE(W Q EE)EENTFNR - ER PR RS
BRALHAL 0 SBTEH AHRERCE & o FERAESE - (BRMER
BE sk B (R F)AIE S R LM - TEROEE T IE L REEKFHER
2H > HRRELUTAR o N BEERrETE  (ARUMEERZ 3 - BEKXTEH
FHBRT 1949 FLME - ERFPRTBEREEHET SRATZMN 3 o HEE
AT RERBEE BT CHERG > TRERER > BRI ULEREBREF &
FERREAEFERREUL - HE » BEERZERAN PR RERZEES - B
FEEHPERULAZREE 2 - PSR EREFERL - FEERPHEE
ER R L RHRE L — o f 10 AEZMERV Y BERREFRLER



1995%F12H #3611 19

HEGEEREAE - RBETHEOLAE » A BEE RBRERE THEDR
B BRI - EETEVUES  MAGRPGEEEEHRGBIAR - S8R
B BHEErP AT AR MR ] SR A R E R A 0 B TRE RS B HAREIR BT A9k T O
e

= BRI

TEESERER  EENERTEEREBRA TR MEENERFIERE
FTE4AHTE - FRBOHEAETERE—EERAE - MAR E T Rs8
B o HEEHEha UL ERREGE - EEREEH RIS » TETTLE
RBERRFEEULE R - B R4S ReBRAE ARIRE o

7§ 11. While it may seem to be painting the lily, I should like to add
somewhat to Mr. Alistair Cooke’s excellent article. (Guardian Weekly, 19 Feb.
1953)
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They were sure that Ah Q had met his Waterloo. {Translated by Liang
Shegqian)
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