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On Kaixuan and Kaixuan Guilai

Qiu-Ru Xu', Yu-Meng Huang" and Xing-Bin Huang"

iii

Heilongjiang Academy of Sciences', University of Sheffield’, Heilongjiang University

Abstract

Although for more than half a century, some critics argue that kaixuan guilai and kaixuan er
gui both are incorrect phrases in which there are the “semantic repetitions”, many people like
to employ them frequently. The main aim of this paper, therefore, is to analyze whether they
are incorrect in terms of the interpretations of the dictionaries and the illustrative sentences
including the related words. It is shown that kaixuan is a verb on its early stage, whose meaning
is zhansheng er hui, i.e., after victory, a complete process of going back, or on the way of a
place. Later, it can also be a noun after the grammaticalization, and its meaning is victory. Guilai
generally expresses to return to the origin, thus xuan and guilai are not the same. Consequently,

they both are correct phrases.
Keywords

kaixuan, zhansheng er hui, kaixuan guilai, kaixuan er gui, semantic repetition
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