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Analysis of the Pronunciations, Formative Methods of
Phrases and Syntax of Medical Communicative Language in
the Canton Dialect Noted by John Glasgow Kerr

Ling Yann Wong

Universiti Putra Malaysia

Abstract

This paper mainly investigates the characteristics of sound system, methods of phrase and
syntax formation of the medical communicative language in Select Phrases in the Canton
Dialect compiled by John Glasgow Kerr. The orthography noted by John is the contemporary
Canton dialect which contained the sound features of Zhongshan dialect, and the orthograph
of certain characters are found influenced by the dialects around Guangzhou city. The medical
communicative language noted by John can be divided to communicative language for enquiry,
diagnose, instruction, consolation, and social intercourse between medical doctor and patient.
The research findings revealed that the Canton dialect during that time already to be found rich
in vocabularies and variety in sentences to provide the medical doctors and patients to have
communication for medical purposes, deliver information about medical treatments. This paper
explains the uses of the Canton dialect between the medical doctors and patients by referring the

formative methods of the medical communicative language and patterns of syntax.
Keywords

Canton dialect, medical communicative language, sound system, term of symptom,

interrogative sentence
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