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The Grammatical Properties of Zikl Hai6 and Its

Discontinuous Construction “Zikl Hai6...Aa4” in Cantonese

Toby Wing-Chun Ng

The University of Hong Kong

Abstract

This article analyses the phrase zik/ hai6 in Cantonese. By quoting definitions from general
dictionaries and providing examples, this study summarises two senses of the phrase: the speaker
making a conclusion of or speculation about an event or object being discussed, and showing the
equivalence of two events or objects. This study then suggests that zik/ hai6, as a grammatical
homonym, can be a verb, an adverb or a conjunction. The second part of the article draws upon
Sze-Wing Tang’s theory of discontinuous constructions in Cantonese (2006), proposing that
zikl hai6, specifically the sense of speculation, is the preverbal element of the discontinuous
construction “zik! hai6...aa4”. Its usage and limitations are analysed. This article thus compares
zikl hai6 with two other words that can co-occur with aa4, suggesting that the relationship

between zik! hai6 and aa4 is semantically tighter.
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Cantonese, zikl hai6, aa4, discontinuous construction
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