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Lexicalization and Semantic Change: Cantonese Si3 Gwo3

Abstract

Dazhen Wu

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

The disyllabic sequence si3 gwo3 in modern Cantonese has two different meanings: “have

tried” and “have a certain experience”. Based on some comparative studies that I have done

on Putonghua and early Cantonese, I argue that si3 gwo3 in modern Cantonese is undergoing

a process of lexicalization and semantic change. My argument in this paper not only shows the

intimate connections between lexicalization, grammaticalization and subjectivisation, but also

provides another example for the semantic change from “attempt” to “experience”.
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