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The Deictic, Classifier, Determinative Particle ffi] in Gan and

Wu Dialects—A Historical Inquiry

Tsu-Lin Mei

Cornell University

Abstract

The paper shows that the use of the classifier {f ge as a deictic particle arose in the South
during the 6" century, and its use as determinative particle arose, also in the South, during
the Southern Song (12" and 13" century). The triple use of the particle ] ge persisted in
Gan dialects such as Nanchang and in Wu dialects such as Danyang, Jinhua and Shanghai.
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