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A Reconstruction of the Phonetic Value of Tones in the

Common Ancestral Dialect of Coastal Southern Min

Hisao Hirayama

The University of Tokyo

Abstract

In this article the author reconstructs a tone value system of common ancestral dialect of
the main coastal Southern Min dialects both in Fujian province and in the eastern districts
of Guangdong province, through applying the circular current theory on evolutions of
phonetic value of tones. Then he assumes the processes of changes from the common
tone value system to the basic and sandhi forms in each dialect, and indicates diachronic
peculiarities of every dialect respectively. Only about the process of evolution to the sandhi
form of the yin-shang tone in Chaoyang dialect he leaves the question open. Through these
investigations, it is recognized that the tone values in these dialects have changed basically

along the circular current, due to the push-chain and pull-chain effects between the tones.

Keywords

southern Min dialects, tone sandhi, reconstruction of a common tone value system, circular

current on evolutions of tone values



