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Personal Pronouns in Southern Min Dialect

Qisheng Shi

Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

In Southern Min dialect, the singular personal pronouns are identical, which
are “F&” , “¥” and “f#” . The monosyllabic type of plural personal pronouns are
merging of singular personal pronouns and “f&” , such as the first-person plural pronouns
in exclusive sense “Bt” , the second-person plural pronouns “f&” and the third-person
plural pronouns “{}§” . Different writing types of first personal pronouns in inclusive
sense, like “{H” , “f&” and “{&” , are the same word. It should be a sound compound
word consisted of unknown morpheme “X” and “{#” . As the results of homogeneous
synonymous combination, although “{/i” has already contained the plural meaning
of “{&” |, Leizhou and Hainan dialects still have the forms like “{R{E” , “GREE , “4k
%% etc, which contained plural morphemes. This is similar to the situation in mandarin

such as “MH” has the meaning of “ff7" , we still can use “FE{T" .

Keywords

Southern Min dialect, personal pronouns



