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A Study of the Sounds and Glosses to the Da banruoboluo jin
N8 #2488 7% Housed in Mukyiikai Library in Tokyo and

the Variant Characters Used Therein

Xiaohong Liang

Nanzan University

Abstract

Soon after the Mahaprajiaparamita-sitra was translated into Chinese as Da
banruoboluomiduo jing K& I 5% 2% #% by Tang Buddhist monk Xuanzang X% | the
sutra quickly found its way east to Japan where it was disseminated widely. Apart from
this sutra, there is in Japan quite a rich stock of different ms. of the the Sounds and Glosses
to the Da banruoboluo jin K% & & %% ; i.e., 22 different ones, and 18 of them were
compiled by Japanese Buddhist monks. These ms. possess high values for the study of the
original Da banruo jing text, the history of Chinese and Japanese, attracting the attention
of scholars in these fields.

The Sounds and Glosses to the Da banruoboluo jin K% 75 & & %5 (juan shang % F)
housed in Mukytikai & 55 & Library in Tokyo is a ms. compiled during the Kamakura
period (1185-1333). The most salient feature of this ms. is that it shows in its heading
variant forms of characters containing an attribute “dictionary of variant characters”. This
paper explores how the Chinese characters were transmitted and developed during the

medieval period in Japan from the vantage point of variant Chinese characters.

Keywords

Da banruo jing, the Sounds and Glosses to the Da banruoboluo jing, Mukyikai ms.,

variant characters



