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Variant Readil unction:Words in the
Jingdian Shiwen

Wong Kuan Io

As the Chinese language has no morphology, we can only classify words by their
meaning. It is, therefore, natural to see the major contrast as between function words and
notional words. In the traditional classification of function words, there is room for dis-
regarded all words as function
5. In his “Xu Iu” FF#% to the Jingdian
SEZ R )L (B2 B
@) ~ B(HEAY) - &Bid) o

r‘l\words under two heads:

In other words, he deals wit

(@) Variant readings which distinguish one function word from another, e.g., i and
M, 48 and 2, etc. Sometimes two function words may be represented by the
same graph, e.g., 5 .

(b) Variant readings which distinguish a function word from a notional word (mainly

averb),e.g.,®and &, and &, =, B, R E£,B,, 9,8, 8 X e

This paper is an attempt to analyse, through the variant readings of the words listed
above, Lu Deming’s concept of function word. Although Lu may not have had an under-
standing of grammar in the modern sense, we can, however, get a more thorough under-
standing of the way he understood function words and notional words.




