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A Study of Sound Jsing the Formula

(A Summary)

Chan Hung Kan

Some of the sound glosses using the formula x zki yan 2 & y in the Guangya shuzheng
FEHEEE are based on previous scholars while some are Wang Niansun’s E&F: own
discoveries. As basis for his ideas Wang used variant readings and loan words in classical
works. In some instances, Wang followed up leads in theselassics, while in other he used
contemporary dialects as evidence. . hat is said in different parts of
the Guangya itself. In the sentence character being glossed whereas Z
is the character used as gloss ¥ ‘there are 770 sound glosses using the
formula x zhi yan y. In 442 cases the character being glossed and the character used as gloss
share the same phonetic. In 328 cases the character being glossed and the character used as
gloss are homophones or near homophones.

Wang believed that the meaning of a word inhered in the sound. He made use of the
formula x zAi yan y to relate words and went into how a word came to be used to designate a
particular thing. Although Wang’s conclusion was borne out by evidence, there are, however,
shortcomings. This is because he assumed that all words of a particular category can always
be related through sound glosses.




