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On Lin Shidui (1615-1705) and the Inaccurate
Accounts in the Biographies Concerning Lin

(A Summary)

Wing-ming Chan

hoitéok part in the Zhejiang movement,

Lin Shidui was a Ming (1368” 1644)
: Afier the movement had falled he be-

1645-1646, agamst the Qi
came a hermit in his home county:and-
However, most of his works were lost and the rest were not widely circulated. Since Lm s
service in the Lu regime (1645-1653) was short and he was not an influential figure in the
resistance history, only a few biographies recorded his deeds and words. The present
available biographies drew their materials mainly from two accounts in the Jigiting ji and
Xu Yongshang qijiu shi of the illustrious Qing historian Quan Zuwang (1705-1755).
Unfortunately, some of the narratives in these two accounts are contradictory but many
historians quoted them without further investigation. As a result, the accuracy of these
biographies is highly questionable. This paper points out that Lin’s survived works in fact
offer important evidence to rectify Quan’s inaccurate narratives. By examining the extant
materials concerning Lin, we are able to recount this Ming loyalist’s life based on reliable
sources.




