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On the Approaches to the Study of Traditional
Chinese Literary Theory.and Criticism

(A Summary)

Dang Shu-leung

Traditional Chinese literary theory and criticism is far from systematic in the process of
discourse and is characterized by the extensive use of imageries. This certainly is contrary to
the style and practice of modern scholarship which stipulates the use of precise language and
the unambiguous clarification of ideas.

The present paper is not an attempt to provide a summary of research in this area over the
last century, on which a number of papers are already available. Rather it aims to examine the
objectives, attitude and methodology adopted in'this body, of research. Attempts are made to
elucidate each argument with the support of examples cited mainly from the two main works
of literary theory and criticism, i:e., the Wenxin diaolong and the Shipin. But the chief focus of
the paper is the goal and significance of this research area , and, in particular, its contribution
to the understanding of Chinese literary concepts from the perspective of modern literary
scholarship.



