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The Inheritance of the Institution of Rites and Music
of the Tang and Song by the Jurchen-Jin Dynasty

(A Summary)

Wang Fuli

This is a study of the institution of the rites and music of the Jurchen-Jin dynasty. The
Jurchens were very weak in their endowment of the Han tradition of rites and music. This
paper examines the process through which the Jin rulers acquired Chinese traditional
instruments of rites and music and ceremonial personnel after their conquest of the Liao and
Song states. It shows how the Jin rulers absorbed the Han Chinese concepts of rites and
music and undertook further development by adopting and modifying the essentials of the
Tang and Song. By examining the Sinicization:propensities of the Jurchen ruling classes, the
paper also explores the cultural background of the development of court music in the
imperial palace of the Jin dynasty.



