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Rain-praying and Dragon-worship in Old Beijing:
Official Rituals and Folk Customs

{A Summary)

Chan Hok-lam

Drawing on a wide-range of written records, this paper presents a succinct account of the
official rituals and folk customs for rain-praying and sacrificial offerings to the Dragon deity
during periods of drought, as the basis for examining the impact of natural disasters and
geographical environment on the livelihood and cultural development of the residents in old
Peking during the Ming and Qing dynasties (1368-1644; 1645-1911). Presently known as
Beijing, the state capital of the People’s Republic of China, Peking was the capital of imperial
China from the Jin and Yuan (1115-1234; 1260/1271-1368) through the Ming and Qing
dynasties onto the Republican period (1912-1949). The contents of this paper include:
Introduction; Rain-praying and dragon-worship culture in ancient China; Drought and rain-
praying in the Yanjing region in Jin and Yuan times; Drought disasters in Beijing in Ming
times; Rain-praying in Beijing in Ming times; Drought disasters in Beijing in Qing times;
Rain-praying in Beijing in Qing times; Dragon-worship and folk customs in old Beijing; and
Conclusion.



