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Visions for the Masses: Chinese Shadow Plays from Shaanxi and Shanxi. By Fan Pen Li

Chen. Ithca, NY: Cornell University East Asia Program, 2004. Pp. 284. $24.00.
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The Chinese Sultanate: Islam, Ethnicity, and the Panthay Rebellion in Southwest China,
1856–1873. By David G. Atwill. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2006. Pp. xii +
264. $60.00.

Given the burgeoning interest in the Hui and all things ethnic in China, it is surprising that
we have had to wait for quite so long for a “reappraisal” of the Panthay Rebellion (1855–
1873). David Atwill’s book, The Chinese Sultanate, has made that wait worthwhile.

Atwill’s starting position is the need to question two basic assumptions that have
underpinned most previous analyses of the rebellion: firstly, that it was rooted in Han-Hui
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