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Crimson Rain: Seven Centuries of Violence in a Chinese County. By William T. Rowe.
Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2007. Pp. xiii + 437. $60.00.
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China Upside Down: Currency, Society, and Ideologies, 1808—1856. By Man-houng Lin.
Cambridge, MA and London: Harvard University Asia Center, 2006. Pp. xxvi + 362.
$49.95/£32.95.

This important work by Man-houng Lin, who is a Senior Researcher in the Institute of
Modern History of Taiwan’s Academia Sinica and a Professor of History at National
Taiwan Normal University, is likely to appeal to a variety of scholarly audiences.
Following an “Explanatory Note” in which the author presents a clear and concise
description of the Qing dynasty (1644—1911) monetary system, the first three chapters of
her book, which she calls “Part One—Global Links: Silver and the World,” contain
material that will be of great interest to those concerned with China’s place in world
economic history during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. In Chapter One
(“A Vulnerable Empire”), Lin examines the role played by foreign silver in the Chinese
economy from approximately 1500 to 1850. Among the key points she makes here are the
following: (1) because China’s domestic supplies of precious metals were inadequate to
meet the country’s monetary needs, the economies of both the Ming (1368-1643) and
Qing (1644-1911) dynasties were dependent on silver imports to sustain monetary growth
and promote economic stability; (2) because of the high degree of interregional and of
rural-urban economic integration that characterized pre-modern China in general and the
late Qing period in particular, by the early years of the nineteenth century the country’s
use of silver for monetary purposes was much more widespread geographically than is
commonly believed; and (3) and because the Qing central government had no control over
the amount of bullion being mined abroad and thus over the quantities of silver that would
eventually enter the country’s money supply, China became increasingly vulnerable to
economic and political developments in other parts of the world. That was especially true
of developments in Latin America, which, once imports from Japan had declined sharply
in the seventeenth century, produced virtually all of the silver used in the Chinese
monetary system during the remainder of the Qing period. By the beginning of the
nineteenth century, according to Professor Lin, the stage was for a “crisis” in the Chinese
monetary system, one that was caused, at least in part, by the protracted struggle for
political independence in Latin America, a struggle that periodically “disrupted [Peruvian,
Bolivian, and Mexican] silver mining and the global silver supply” (p. 71).
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