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A Study on Wang Niansun’s Collation of
Block-printed Edition of Fangyan

(A Summary)

Cheung Kam Siu

Fangyan jiaoben 757 5 M7, now preserved in Shanghai Library, is a collation of the
block-printed edition of Fangyan J5 & printed by Hu Wenhuan #3C## (. 1593) in the
Ming dynasty. The jiaoben was collated by Wang Niansun ;&R (1744-1832) in his
early thirties, representing Wang’s preliminary accomplishment of Wang’s scholarly works
on Fanyan. Based on the jiaoben, Wang wrote Fangyan shuzheng bu 775 Biasf, a
supplementary annotation to Dai Zhen’s &% (1724-1777) Fangyan shuzheng 77 5 Bi is.

The collation work made by Wang in the jiaoben include emendation of mistaken
words, deletion of redundant words and addition to lost words in the Fangyan and Guo
Pu’s ZREE (276-324) Fangyan zhu J5 5 1. The present essay concludes that the methods
of collation used in the jiaoben can be summarized into four, namely textual collation
within the Fangyan and Fangyan zhu, comparative collation with different editions of the
Fangyan, comparative collation with other ancient texts, and rational collation. As Wang
usually applied various methods in collation, most of the amendments he made to the
Jjiaoben are accurate; some are even exactly the same as the words quoted by other ancient
texts which Wang had never seen, such as the Yuanben Yupian canjuan JGA £ 55
and Huilin yinyi =3k# %. The significance of the jiaoben is that it provides the readers
with a more accurate edition of the Fangyan and the scholars with first-hand material in
the research of Wang’s study on the Fangyan.
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Keywords: Wang Niansun, Fangyan, Fangyan zhu, textual criticism
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