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Re-establishing the Military Power:
A Study of the Office of Grand Marshal of Hebei

(Abstract)

Leung Wai Kei

After the establishment of the Southern Song dynasty, Song Gaozong (r. 1127-1162)
was confronted with a great many challenges that required him to assemble adequate
military forces to cope with the situation. Many scholars consider the practices in the
Southern Song dynasty to be essentially a continuation of the political and military
traditions of the Northern Song dynasty. They have, however, paid little attention to the
role that the Office of Grand Marshal of Hebei played in the military manoeuvres during
this transitional period. This paper focuses on the Grand Marshal Office and examines,
in five parts, the efforts that the southern government took to re-establish its military
power. The first part surveys the history of different military and political institutions in
ancient China; the second part discusses the establishment of the Grand Marshal Office
in Hebei; the third part traces the whereabouts of the emperor in Hebei in this period;
the fourth part describes the process through which the Office was formed; and the fifth
part highlights the characteristic features of the Office, with information that brings us
to a better understanding of the military campaigns that Gaozong launched during his
reign.
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