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Steven Van Zoeren, Poetry and Personality: Reading, Exegesis, and Hermeneutics in Traditional
China (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1991), pp. 86—-87: “One excavation in Fuyang,
Anhui, in the mid-1970’s produced a fragmentary text of the Odes including a few lines of
exegesis. Buried no later than 165 B.C.E., its commentary resembles that of the Mao Preface in
form, but differs in the interpretations it suggests from either the Mao school or any of the
Three Schools as they have been reconstructed, suggesting that there may have been a number
of regional traditions of the transmission of the Odes in the early Western Han.” B IE 55 A 7+
W > ARSI A0 SC2 i i th S5 1A -

Mark Edward Lewis, Writing and Authority in Early China (Albany, NY: State University of
New York Press, 1999), p. 173: “A badly damaged version of the Shi jing including some lines
of exegesis was excavated in a Han tomb discovered at Fuyang. The organization of the text,
buried no later than 165 B.c., has features in common with the Mao odes. Some of its line
variants are identical with those in the Mao version, and different from the so-called ‘Three
Schools’ versions. Other variants match the three schools and differ from the Mao text. This
indicates that there were more distinct transmissions than the four recorded in the Han histories,
and it also lends support to the existence of the Mao version in the early decades of the Han.”
Paul Edward Rempel, “A Study of the Shi jing #§&% (The Book of Odes) Manuscript Excavated
at Fuyang” (Master’s thesis, The University of British Columbia, 1999), https://circle.ubc.ca/
handle/2429/10339. I SCH# 388 CR ) mp A AUSR R A SC AR B T R 8) B = 5 (R K
WSk - BER - BRERAB ) 1E 78 K s LR LU JRE S — R B 2 10 G
£ FUESCA o fEH B 5 8K “whenever possible to uncover the proximate original from the
various lexical variations analyzed” (p. 151) 5 B0 5 B » AN+ 5 bk =5 36 CGRREE) fe R IR 11
tH7 : “However, I do not address the question of a ur-text for the Shi jing in this thesis” (p. 8) ©
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* Van Zoeren, Poetry and Personality, p. 87: “Another discovery, perhaps even more significant,

was the famous store of texts found at Mawangdui in south-central China. Included in the

‘Wuxing’ text appended to the so-called Text A of the Laozi found there are not only a number

of glosses on the Odes, but also several brief remarks adumbrating a hermeneutic theory that

differs in interesting and significant ways from that of the Mao Preface. This important text
awaits further study.”

* Lewis, Writing and Authority in Early China, p. 173: “Further support for an early Han date can

be derived from the citation and interpretation of odes in the ‘“Wu xing’ document discovered at

Mawangdui. The readings of these odes echo a wide variety of sources, including the Mencius,

the Xunzi, the Han shi wai zhuan, the Shuo yuan, and the Mao commentary.”
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*' Michael Nylan, “The chin wen/ku wen Controversy in Han Times,” 7T oung Pao, 2nd ser., 80,

fasc. 1/3 (1994), pp. 86—87: “There is little to support the view of Han dynasty scholars

dividing themselves into two opposing ‘schools’ (chia %) or ‘camps’ of chin wen versus ku

wen adherents. While primary sources for the period include a wealth of information about

variant readings for the Confucian Classics, these sources present no consistent theoretical

positions or political agendas for either chin wen or ku wen scholars.”
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(R B ARG ERSRAR ) > 524 > H 55489 o i F Al K Aty 3~ Al B S A BRI [ R /
R | R R ) Bty SE PR R A B9 5 T SR R PR T N B R T b SR A R i
BT 5 o Vg AMIFIE 7 T - TR ERSE A A D E R - W 3E% (Hans van Ess) 1992 4F JjA 1 []
B RBR 8 B2 28 52 JCHL IR 92 4 iy SCRS 2 0 i Tl g SC > HARME AT LR35 i R - Politik und
Gelehrsamkeit in der Zeit der Han (202 v. Chr.—220 n. Chr.): die Alttext/Neutext-Kontroverse
(Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1993) o &y & e g BIG N EAHBA A BR R > F5 BACR AW
WEEA By~ WA S 32 5 B B L TR RAE R B I A4 SCRE 2 FF -, Lingst
ist bekannt, wie stark zeitgenossische Politik in die Arbeit von Ménnern wie K’ang Yu-wei oder
Feng Yu-lan eingegangen ist.“ (S. 5) HA% £ T HE 5 FLAC ~ KA - B2 407~ FFIE i & (I
KEELFE) ~ i - WA P - EFE  Ef - W KIFEAHR - W REE - B R
R R A A s I FE 2R VB B AR T o EEER] 2 Lionello Lanciotti, review of Politik und
Gelehrsamkeit in der Zeit der Han (202 v. Chr—220 n. Chr.). Die Alttext/Neutext-Kontroverse,
by Hans van Ess, East and West 44, no. 2/4 (December 1994), p. 563; Patricia Konings, review
of Politik und Gelehrsamkeit in der Zeit der Han (202 v. Chr.—220 n. Chr.): Die Alttext/Neutext-
Kontroverse, by Hans van Ess, China Review International 3, no. 2 (Fall 1996), pp. 547-50 °
Konings 57 AH 15 Wi Y A K Z /A - (EAF TR - Bl ) 355 B n] 35 47k S
R FHEBEAELE - 15 W R EROR G E AR BE I 525 BUA 5 B OR - B 3ER BRI
TF 5 A % Jo JRE k2 407 > 1T A ] BT E SO 3 AT o Konings #5845 WA & v] 25 20 o B
AHAR T o SRR A B H A A R E Bl “Van Ess and Nylan each discuss a separate
aspect of the problem. Where van Ess’ approach is historical, Nylan’s approach is textual.
Based on his research, van Ess finds it possible to give a clear-cut definition of the political
ideologies of both the Old Text and the New Text tradition. Nylan states that it is possible to
discern Old Text and New Text writings but not to separate Old Text and New Text adherents.
It seems to me that, rather than opposing each other, the two views are perfectly comple-
mentary. Taken together they discuss different aspects of the Old Text/New Text problem and
therefore undoubtedly provide a more subtle approach to it.” (p. 550) 7 #] 2¢ Hans van Ess,
“The Old Text/New Text Controversy: Has the 20th Century Got It Wrong?,” T oung Pao,
2nd ser., 80, fasc. 1/3 (1994), pp. 14670 o L, SC % 2 R [ &fi: g i /i 5 BE gy B0 - SR Hogi 3
TH Sl SCRE 2 Fr B 0 B S 5y > ARl A B B9 B > A R A B E AR B B AR
AR TG A A S AR SO A R e A R o s sCIE L PRES
FRBAAC B R 4 7ty SCZ Fr I > A AR S 22 (103070 BLER 35 Bl i BOIR BR S AT Bl > TR BLOE
ot AR o JRA] 22 Martin Kern, “Die Anfinge der chinesischen Literatur,” in Chinesische
Literaturgeschichte, ed. Reinhard Emmerich (Stuttgart: J. B. Metzler, 2004), pp. 1-87 ©
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. Nylan, “The chin wen/ku wen Controversy in Han Times,” pp. 97-98: “Han scholars drew freely

from all four traditions, so that the criteria for sorting extant citations into different interpretive
traditions are significantly lacking.”
. Nylan, “The chin wen/ku wen Controversy in Han Times,” p. 98, n. 50: “[A]rchaeological evi-
dence suggests that there were fluid borders between interpretive lines. See Wen wu 1984:8,
1-22, esp. the report by Hu P’ing-sheng #f°F-*f and Han Tzu-ch’iang &% H 4% .”
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The Case Against the Fifth Recension of Odes
Interpretation in Han Times

(Abstract)

Chan Pak-ka Parker

Recent excavation of manuscripts has offered scholars an opportunity to reexamine
the early history of Chinese classics. In particular, the Fuyang 5[5 Odes is consid-
ered as compelling evidence against the conventional belief that only four recensions
(or teaching traditions, jia %) of Odes interpretation existed in Han times. This article
challenges the overarching assumption that texts and interpretations within one
recension have a remarkable level of unifying consistency. According to this line of
thought, the newly found textual variants, which are at odds with existing evidence,
do not belong to any conventional recensions. By analysing the erudition of Lu Shi
57 classicists Tang Changbin &% and Chu Shaosun # />4 , this article sug-
gests that the consistency within one recension is an erroneous premise, and that the
variants could still be affiliated to one of the four recensions, though full evidence is
still lacking. This article will reconsider the theoretical assumptions about the Odes,
and investigate the blind spots of the history of the Odes, thereby understanding the
transmission process of the Odes during Han times. Lastly, this article will enquire
into the notion that the Odes was orally, rather than textually transmitted, which helps
us appreciate how the newly excavated texts can assist the study of early history of
Chinese classics.

Keywords: Shijing three recensions of Odes interpretation  history of Chinese
classics Han dynasty Lu Shi
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